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. < and Enlipted Men. . ECRET
The new Base, however, offered much to us in the way ¢f new equipment and
added facilitiess Although the Squadron only poscesged five jlanes at the time,
promige of additicml planes mde the availabiliity of this equipment and added
facilities our greatest :;.d. We were therefore mssigned & hangar to be shared
with the 67lst Bomb 5q (L).Cperations, Intelligense, Tech Supply, Engineering,
Arzsamest, and Ordvange all had offises in the hangar,
| An elaborate tmaining program wes oot wp by the Group. The usual ground
school gourses wers ghnducted. The lack of planes meant that pl_lcta hd to
spend many hours in the Link Trainers The Squadron itself sonducted courees
for men who had not had their basic trainings The emphasis on training of the
ground crews was placed on knowing the A-20 and B-25 thorcughly.
The month of Juns went by with only ohe Squadron bivouac, and that on the
. lagt day of the month. The men returned after a 6} mile march and bivoute. They
snphasized orderly roud marching, samouflags diseipline, and messing under field
sonditions. One Field Day wis held in which the Squadron demonstrated its superior-
ity in the field of athletios by coming out No.l. In the Group Softball Leegue,
however, our Ginnts and Oardimals appesred to be just two other teamp.-
By the end of June everyone was woll aware of the recreatioml facilities
" 6n the Base and in town. A Base movie, & Group recreatioml hall, a Library, &
Squadron Day Room that was the model day room on the Base, athletic flelds, and
& boxing ring were some of the things on the Base itsslf. In the city was a
pleasant U.8.0. oléib, temnis oourts, a library, theaires, and then, of sourss,
thoss might spots such &s the "Palme® and "Hatt Gormleye", The Offisers found the
offiger's Olub & pleasant place to relax at the end of the day.
We had asquired oonsiderable ‘ml‘w‘, however during the mopth of June,

«ad by 7 July, we had 404 Officers and Enlisted Mom,
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'}' : To begin the month, the 3rd, Ath, and 5th of July were set Raoide 25 Insur-
| . ance, Allotment and Bond Dayse The usual prﬂmn duties sontimued throughout
the momthe Flying training improved with the acquisition of mors planss. The
heat of the Loulsisma Susmer slowed the intenmsity of all training. Perhaps the
toughest job of the momth was the l2-mile merch and bivouae on the 26th. The
Group Fiesld Day was again wonm by the men of our Squedren, The Softball Lesgues
santimued but we wore far from champions in either league. '

On the 25rd & list of muwes was published of men who were to constitute
25% of the cadre of the AL&th Bomb Group (L)¢ These wen somtimied 1o be a part
of our Squadron, however.

Approvel was received on the 28th for the Squadron Alreraft marking, " Sure-
ghot Sully®.

Our strength om 1 August, 1943, was 38 Officers uil 395 Enlisted Men. On the
firet day, $00, ordors were received activating the §l8th Bomb Group (i)s The
personnel were asaigned on the 12th from the Al6th and its Sguadronss Fert of
this sadre left lmsediately for & thres wesks sourse at AAPSAT, Orlande, Fla.

Ordranse was interested in getting all men qualified in the Ourbine. Ao &
result & range was -omﬂd and all men were required to qmufy.

The Squadron was not as succeseful in the menthly Group Field Day, ¥We fine
ighed in third plase.

!Ilo uaal garrison duties were sarried on during the month of &uut- All
perscansl participeted in s 6-uile hike and bivouss on the 27th. Flying training
aw slowly because of the scareity of planss and the cvermbundansce of
Pilota.

It was 4n the month of September thai the status of the Squdromms chnged '
from an Operatioml Training Unit t0 & Tactisal Unite News of this shange on
7 Ssptember boosted the spirits of all mea to & high peake Tralming in the Squad-

SECRET
-6-

e R




| - SECRE
e = REEYe

ron was comtimied with greater seal, A Bombardier-Favigators sshoel was ud'nw-

odu Part of the fulisted Nen atvtended an Inbelligence Sehools The Flying pérsomn-
ol ooncemtrated om Low Albitude wissions Ordmnce and Armuent Sections attend-

od traiming Glecsess |

The personnsl, both Offieer and Enlisted, was changing constantly. Within &
fow daya after wo becams & tagtionl unit, the nevly astivted MBth Bomb Group
(L) was deactiveted. As & result, its persomnel wae added to that of our own
Group. b bescsne necessary to have men spread throughout the barmacks area in ore
der to find adegetis housing. Bach day, however, & few of the overages were Lrunas-~
ferred to other uﬂh. An all-time high was resghed on tho 18th when the Squad-
ron conaisted of 522 Cfficers and Enlisted Nen.

Hew fnoes were asen in the dﬂfomb Jestions. Oupt. Dull, Lt, Bwbanks, Lt.
Lancelotti left the Orderly room. Lt, Marks and Lt. Wel=mama Sock their places.
Lt. Looke betame $-2, replacing Lte Kieins Lt. Sarth and Lt. Hoppe came fats the
awm as Assistant Intelligence Cfficers. Lt. clayten R. Foster wao Supply
and Transportation Officsr. Lt. sheffy McBroom became the new OommunicAsions ,
officer when Lt, Shikory was transforreds Lt. Hall knd Lt. Simus begame the
Ordnanse and Armament Officers on the 10th. Flying personnel was also ghifted
arcund until only = few familiar feces remained- Lts. Huff, Sommers, Peck,
Maclamis, Morten, and Shainberg. Among the newcomers were four West Pointers.
They were: Lits. Streot, Boulmup, Rénth( son of Col. Remth), and Lt, Gullien
(son of Majs Gens Gulliom). Lte William Ri Falin, Sosbardier-favigater, and Lis
Thoms L. Van Over; Assistant Operations Offiser, were added to cur permanent
strengths

During the month the Third Bomber Jommnd mnd the 56th Demb Training Wing '
nﬂuchd inspections. Weaknesses were found, but genorally both inspections -
were smtisfactory.

Although the figures won't bear them out, all §69th men will agree that

they wers far euperior to ‘S’EC '?: in the 3quadron athletis sompetition
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| held om the 27th. The strugsle was hard and sloss, bub the 668th Bamb 3¢ (L)

mpaged to nose out cur forces for first plaame
mm.uiumtumm-utbmnumn-mmmuﬁm

planss that eoculd be flown teok off from the Field for Will Rogers Field and
Wuskogee: Thoss who stayed behind had visioms of terrible dimsters The days

paosed glowly, each one becoming less mameing. On the 21st, flying im perfest

temﬁnn g1l the planes returned to find the Field as mfe and unharmed as even
The month of notebcr was & month of inoréased aptivity. Our strength ws

38 offioera and H69 Enlisted Men, on the first day of the moath. Section per-

' sonnel becans scmparatively stable in the latter lf of the months It wis on.
the 15th that the permanent personnel was decided one Lt. Kemneth Sarth was™ -
made Train gommnder of the troop train that took the ovemges to thelr new .
station. Thié transfer brought the Squadron to its T/0 strength, plus 26 of
oyerageas Thoughts of training permansat perasonnel cauged Ssction heads 0
strive to traln their men to the highest degres. Sagh section set up h- own

. training program and followed it diligently. Cne-third of tho Squadron attended
A 5rd ;.r. Mobile Camouflage Sehool. Claseea were conductsd in an ares four
ailes north of the Fleld, formerly used for a bvouse area. oriemtatien and
3M.I. lectures ware ziven 0 the Enlisted Men. All combat erew mombers attended

recognition courses conducted by the Group. Throughout the month Low O_.nd Medium
Altitude nlniﬁu were flown. Weather was fair so that there was some night fly-
inge The Ordpangs Sectiocn was buwy ;e\.t.'mg 48 WANY men &s ponii—bla ‘u.lu‘ied
in roquired weapcnz. The Engineering Sectiom yms preud of the best record in the
Group for the flying hours of planes.

Apln inspections were made of all our hpnrtunh. The 56th Iin' made their

inspection £rom the Sth to the Bth. Impaotor: from the Group chesked the Squad=
ron on the 15th and 15th, All the discrepenciess formerly noted hed been correct-
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ed. We wore wtill striving for the sommend,“very mtisfaotory®. .

T

Unfortunate sccidents marred & record timi had been slossly approximiing
& perfeat onss Om the first day of Qoteber, L%, welter C. Horris and his WO
gurinerd, Sergeant Everette L. Bass and Sergeant l!ughu M+ Braud, ctrashed m
the oulf of sticu. Noné of the bodies were Ncaﬂrﬁdc The sause of the l.nuill-nt
is unlnown. Oa the 10th, while flying cover for cur eomvoy %o gillis Alrfield,
the plene flown by Li. Robert ¥. Xempernolte, with Lt. John Ve ¥iadon, his Boﬁ-

ardier-mavipstor; sollided in mid-air with & plane from the 67lst Squadren. The

gecupants of both planes were killeds The cauee i unknowne On the 23rd, Lt. Wil-
fred Slggs was inyolved in the laet of the unfortunate gerioss This time there ms
no persoral injury. Slight damsge to the plans resulted when the left landing -
gear buckied s the plane touched the ground a4 the home Pield.

With the arrival of & new Oammnding Cffiser teo the Group, Golml Harold
Le Migs, ot about the middle of the month, new pcmml could be expected.
Major Welter Parmer chme into our dquadron tc replacs Gapt. Price as Sguadron F—
ander. Oapts Prise became the Operations Officers Onpt. Hurold A. Radetalky was
transferred from the Aquadren into the Group to be Aspistant Alr Support Off-
foer, The gquadron Plight Leaders were named on the 3lst.

As 1art of the training to ready the Squadron for ccmbat duty, an mmﬂm
and bivouae to Gillis Arfield took place om 10 Goteders A ruming log of the

bivouss wae leapt.

The first dey of November waa an eventful ones It was e that day that the
h1§th Bomb Group (L) transferred from Lake Charles to the Army Air Fleld st
Laursl, Miss. ' '

An adyance party under Li. Frank M. Hoppe tlw to the new bnase during Lhe
afternoon and evening of 31 Ootobars At 1915, 1 mmmcr, the motor convoy tln.t

umu the '_nqund‘_-r of the Group arrived At the new Base. word of the move-
ment had been given £0 the Sguadrons &t 0915, 30 Gstobers A progrem of packing
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Alse in the morning of the 2nd the emtire mess section aleng with ite
| equipment left for mnsuyers &t Follosk, l&. The mneuvers were conduoted from

the 26d 4o the ISth in conjunstion with the armored trecys from Gamp Pelk,le.

Cur planes cperated with the Blue Forces. Low and Medivm attack missions were flown,
) ny and night formaticne were used, &nd air-ground regogation was practised. T

personmsl changed frequently so that the ground parsomel as well as the sombat

srews had an oppertunity to engage inthe mansuverss .

Cn tho Sth, five planes flown by Lbe Sigge, Lts Ronth, Lt. land; Lta
Somsers, and Lbs MeDomld, with one Bombardisr-iavigator, Lts Prlin, left L.AAN
for & tour of five Arsy camps throughout the oountry, uffieient perscmsl

= assonpamied the planes to provide the nepeseary msintaiwanss. The tour took them
to Tort Bemning, Fort Knox, Fort Riley, Fort 5ili, And Camp Hoods At sach Oamp

& sonvineing dioplay ®of Low Altitude tastios wms presented before the eyes of

 thousands of groud trocpse
The cnly sssualiy on the snbtire tﬂ’ was Lt Demuns He was hit by one of
the blades of hia propesllor while prejering to take off at ¥ill Rogers Field. He
received & cut 6n the scalp that confined him to the Hospital for feur dayee.

e had been sent to Fort Riley to replace Lt Jomrers whe wee to leave on the

19th to attend & Oamouflage School at Welterbore, NuCe Lt Demn flow his own

plans bask to Leurel om the 22nd. The Sther men ard pianes returned on the 25th.
Plans were frewn up with an end to cperate under conditions more -10;-1_7 R

| reximating field sonditionse All treining wes directied toard that end. Ranges
wore sscured at Hameeck and Pachute to be uned for wedivm altitude hombing, UH.’
posbing, and for gas attackss Live demolition bombs were used several times
rat-er than the usual practise bombe. The weather at LiAL.F. was very bad for
night flying. Trips to shreveport wers necessary sc thet the needed might fly-
ing sculd be dome from that Pields '
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Purther training ves the bivouss in She Ares west of the Field: The bivouss
started on the 9th., The Officers and Enlisted Men lived in pyramidal tents which
sontained six cobas A conforter was supplied each man to supplement his two
blanketa. A few of the crafiier ones mmmges to draw stoves from Supply. The
days were alsar and bright, but aold, Trees that hed at firet furnished good
eamcuflage were soon shopyed down and thrown on fires whooe amoke uéultl be ssen
Iulrling vpwards from all four Bivouas areas. The nights seemed impoasibly cold.

At Tiret o fow less rugzed souls decidéd Lo scek the comparative eomforts of
their barrecks and Bo0.Qe'o. & bed check and & few inguiring words frem the
Squadron Comrmnder scon omused all the weaker onss £6 sleep in the bivoue Area.
Everyons Ate from his mwesa kit the food that wee gocked at the A70th Bomb Squad-
rom Field Kitohen=our own mess was still operating at Polleck, Le.

At 0800 on the morning of ths 18th, the Group broke eaap. m.m returned
to live in the barracks and B.CeQ'ee Operations, Intslligence, Commnications,
Engineering, and Tech Supply remained in the biveuac area, All other Sections
returned to their original logstionse

gaptadn Yan Allen fandsll and Oaptain Pinlay Miedillivrey were. transferrved
inte the Jquadron on the 16th.

Training continued along wany other limes. Lt. Dolphus Whitten left at the
end of October to attend a one whnth's courss at Cook's and Baker's School at
Fort Semning, G2« On the 19th of Hovember, Lb. Sommers returned from the tour
of Army Oampe to sttend the Osmouflage Sshool at Walterboro, N.0. for two werks,
On the 15th, Lt. Welsmann left to attend a wonth's course ot the Administrative
Inspectors School &t Demver, Coles All Squadron Officers and Enlighted Men attond=-
od coursed in Chemical Warfare and Pirst Alde SM.I. lecturcs were givea by the
Intelligence Section. The Ordmanse Gectiom continued to work with the men &% the
rangss to get all dquadron persormel qualified in & required woapom. The Commun~
festions Seotion installed Pield telephones and tmindd its men in their use and
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' opsretion. Jeveral wen sttended & Base Driver's school and obtaindd licenses.

Pwo night convoys were conducted {n vhich our drivers participated.
Inspections ocoupied the minde of all men during the month. Om the Tth,

Geraral Parkesr made an inspecticnm with & Srd Air Foree staffe On the 12th, the
Groyp imspectors mde & tour of all the Squmdrons. Prom the 22nd to the 25th,
the 111 Bomber Gommnd sade an inspection. This wes the big inspection of the
menths It brought cut mny vesknessos. lumediste s%eps were tajen to sorrect all
discrepencies.

Changes -ln personnel agein disrupted the Squadrems Major faymer becams the
Group Operations Officer and Major Olarence Martin beoame squadron Qemmnding Off-
feery this occcured on & Novembar. Aftor an overseds plyeical examiration, on the
22nd, Wj. Nartin and apse Randall yere dispalificd for overseas duty, Wajor
Martin left the Group on the 20th and was replaged by (apt. Price, who becsme
acting dquedron Commrders Cuphs MucGillivray left with Majs Martine A shange
in the 1/0 meant that the lnt;nigunue section ad %o lose ome Offisers Lts Earth
w@s transferred out of that Section to MaaDill Fiald on ‘I'.l;m 21st. With Lt. Mariks
on leave, Lt. ¥etemmn on D,3,, and with other duties too mumercus to mentiom,
oapt. Randall who had become Squadron Exectitiye Offiger om the 15¢th ealled L.
Hoppe imto the Orderly Room t¢ bescme Aoting Assistant Ad jutant until December 8th.

Thankagiving Uay on the 25th was a day of rest for the Squadrom. Scme of the
Sectionp operated for a coupls of hours in the morning in crder %o somplete
réoords held over from the previcus dey. Lts Whitten and his mees peracmnel
outdid themsalvos, It was already & gemorally known fast that the 669th ad the
best Mess Hrll in the Group. It was definitely proven on Thanksgiving Day.
squadron Dfficors wero invited to dine with the Enlistad Mem. Mock of them readily
acoopted the pmoious invitations However, the news spread and soms of the OFfficers
from Group Headgquarters wandered oyor to partake of the delicious foods The food
wae plentiful and axoellent, as well,
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fhore ws & feeling of andértainty prevalsnt vhen the month of

Decembey rolled around. Uncertainty as to the sdequaoy of cur treining)

uneertainty as LG whad soild be taken along or neaded yhen we did get

duty; uncertainty as %o squadron persornel. ~Major

=
fartin dad left, snd Dapiein Price was asting commnding orricer, Who

notice of cverasha

would lead us in gombatt

The last questicn W& dnuvered on the Ath of Decewier when Hajor

¥urdosh W Campbell wae transferred into the nq.iu&ron ns commnding offices

from Headquarters, iqorri- FPield, North Jarolini. yajor Campbell, whooe hone

{g in Ohleago, wep 27 years old.’ He had attended Nortlwestern Dniversity

for 2F ysars studying rochanizal enginsering,  Eatering the Alr Jorpe ae

a cadet in December, 1979, he poceived his commigelon 83 & gingle engine

pilet on August 20, 1540, e served in the Fasams gapal and the Antilles

Alr comzand from Cotober, 1640, uutil Cotober, 1648, 8y doing teneition

flying, Wjor campbell obtained kis twin-engine pilct's rating. e was
algo rated as & D/R '&ul;o.t:or id Jacuary, L9841, and &n expert aerial gunner
in ¥arch of 1943,

™o days baﬁrm yajsr Caapeell arrived
be. mferred cut af the squadron to the a70%h

, Lisutenanta (echard R, Meofride

and Thoma J. Leopard ware

Bombardment Sgquadron. M the 10th, Lt Barcld H. Johnabn, bombardier=
mvigator, e Lrenaferred inte the 46th Bomb Group at Morris Pield, H.O0.

Pwo days later, Captein VAR Allen Randall was transferred intc the stme
@roup, With the trancfer of Captain Rapdall, Lt Jackson Marke beckue

squadron Exscutive Officer, and Lt Hersan Weismn, whe was Sy 3% Ad-
pinistretive Tnopectors’ dehool &% Denver, golorado, heoame Squadron
Adjutant. During the month, Lt John Lndfeu attanded an Avistion “chool

of yedicine at Rardoiph pield, Tems. Lbe Peok, Morton, MasManus, Soumers,

and stewart were promoted to ihe rank of Pirst Lieutenints.
S E i b -
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We got through & ITI Bember Gowmnd Inspeetion on the 15th and 1hth

and prepared oureelves for the PO team inspestion, from the 16th %o the

19th, the make or break inspection that would s6nd we oversess or back
{nto training sgein. Ve pagsed the DOjt team hurdle with &n excellent
rating.

Recyeation was given & gmall place In cur progran ab laurel.

Moilities were very limited. Tho eniiasted wen chops the laurel U0,

The officers had the Officers! glub and ita mburdsy night dances. To end
the o:ld year, the 3quadron held a beer pariy at the Mess fMall. TI% proved
to be the final party thet the squadren would hold before 1% larded on
porsign soil. | '

The 1aast ﬁv days of the month were spent in preparation for An gverasdo
movement. Equipment wae packed and creted, or turned inte Pond mmr
Stores. On the 28th, all officers and enlisted nen were ﬂatﬁcﬂ o the
page. ¥e could nﬁt recelve visitors, nor could we maie phons otlls off the
Base on anything bub offioisl Lusinesa.

Throughout the month, an at eupt wes wade to give wsvery oﬂ,‘iur and
enlisted man who had not tad & furlough r leave sinee July 1, ut least &
few days off, -Hon weﬁ glyen overseas physical sxaminatlcna, Olething and
perscmal m.luipmen‘b was oonstantly being inspocted.

By two o'slogk on New Yesrs Iy, it w5 goodbye to Leurel as tha
squadron boarded & train headed for destimtion unknown. Major campbell waa
trein commandar. After 2§ days of riding, we arrived at Camp Shaake, ¥.Y.,
at 0300 in the morning of Jamary j. We gtepped off the train into & couple
&f inohes of wet, slushy emow, 1t didn't teks long hefore s fovw hedde vere

hit by flying mnow balle. The Northernors bragged about the fresh and pure

Sorthern alr while the Scutherners somplained bitterly about wet feet.
After & long, hard hike, we fimally arrived at our berrecks and sank haif-
frozen inte hurrledly wade-up bunks. S E
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when ve had somploted the reguler staging ares routine, we began %o

realige that we were just outside the Big Gity. Men, whogs mil wio being
genscred for the firyh bine, found Ay things to write ub ut after tach
18 hour pase iabo New gork oity. Although it was & Mardship after &n
overnight pass, we took 8 mile hilkes every other day and practiced "sbandon
ghip® procedure, eliehing down froes high platfors on & rope ladder.

gith suddenece, the Groul yaa alerted on the 1364, 1t meent that men
wére svnfived to thelir parracks., Cflicers nad to take formationa of them
go the K., the govies, ota. Cn %he 16th, an Adm Echelon sde VP
of Bquadron yombayd Ler-Nevige vors left to make the necessayy preparations
at the P.0.B. The rena’nder of the agquadron left Cmmp Jhanks om the follow=
ing day snd progaeded by froin and fervy~boat %o the Fort of Bubarkation
and the U.3.A.T. Golombie. 14 LA00, January 1Pth, we steamed away fron
the dock toward maglend.

The trip was sonducted under {desl gonditions, with no Slerts, &nd
& inimm of sonpbelmeon. poviss in the officers' diming room, the zhows,
"phis Te 1%, and ")\ orock of ship" scnbined with books, gRmeS. eto., ept
the minds of the men off the joumey syself. e debarked in the evaning
of the 3lgt and npent ¢he rest of the nightand wost of the next day on &

train headed for our ney station &% dothersfield.
our train pulled into sibyl-onstle Hedinghan station st 1430,1 Pehmary

1944, Auctor scavey wes waiting to drive us to our mev mase just outside the
town of Wethersfield, EsseXe The Bage, still in the mnds of the RAF, was

mw and well dispersed, Our WeR were spread throughout thres widely ssparelt-
od areas, The barraoks were low Hissen hute with vedy little heat. The wee<

ther wos gemerally damp apd ookdy Wabien socaiplomal sumny day brought visions

of more plesgani ondse .
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We were all somewhat dissppointed at first beceuse the plansu thet ve
wected to be on the iine ready vere n:rl- thorse
ta the 10th of the momth the ﬂrﬂ- A=20-3-25 rece

From then on the assigment of plapes was

had e fhere vas ome one plane
on the fields ived Yy the
Group wee assigned to the Squadrons

quite frequant.
vhe ¥inth Air Foree poliq of dasmphmsizing the

ing ths Group brought many changéss qyuadron peysonnel were appointed Lo the

gquadrons and empha sis=

greup for special duty.

ghe following changées wers mde:
group and Station sduind strative Imepector

Lbe Marks

Lt. MeBroom gommnlcations Tmining Offiocer

Lts Hoppe aroup nml station Fublis Relatione CETicer
Lts Whitten station BM Mess CPficer

brought about by ehanging eireumstances.

Cther ehanges in personnel were
fewdays later relisved

g aptain Prioce received his promotion te MR jor and &
of the 668th Squadren, Ospiain fobert A. Clark vae

M jor Towles 2s pommander
nd asaigned to the jquadron &9 Uperations

relieved as Group Training gfficer &

ssyeral replacement orews were ageigned to
2nd L. ?rry By Hewosn,

Gffioer. the Squadrom, ineluding

let Lts Robert L. Burton, Letlt, Joseph S. COBNCT)

3/dgt Warold U's Doyer, and 3/8gts Joeseph Fe Kansper.

jany of the pereonnel were avay from the Base attending various sohools
and others were traveling over tae Umited Kingdom presuring sunpliog and equip~

menk which had mot been avai

%3 the month of hhrmrymetomenl,
Cn the last day of the menth the Squad-

lable on the Daas,
Lte. Fall, MeRwroom, Simms, and

Hoppe were promoted to riret Lieutenant.

ron sonsisted of 59 Officors and 252 Tnlisted ¥ens
The training that had been gained in Tebrwry shood the Growp in good

Although training sontinued in March, it wes

sgtead when March rolled around.
the joy of everycne the Group begame operat~

on & mugh emller soaley qg éo
RE i
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Diﬂ;tom ntu!n were flown over the chammel Qﬂn first two days
of rchs The firet combat mission took off on the third to attack the Poix -
Mrdrome in France. Thh formelion was resalled, bectuse of the lack of figh~
4oy @soork, when it veached the pregsh coagte The following five arevs

pnrt.iolpu.od in the first attacks

¥ajor Campbell A-208 B1-93T7 5/5gbs Shields
a/agt« FEppe
14, amainberg o200 43-9226 ] {;}gt Byesoalk
ghe Cope
Lbs 0iggs A-200 B3-9TEL s/m Fadlich
Hieks
Lt. Dewun A-205 A3-v202 agbs  Rosemstein
agte Carney
Capts glark A=200 h”&n 3’5“0 Bergeron
3/5“0 Kelton

gt Golosbmo
0f the nine missiops flown by the Group during the month of rch, our
gquedron Purnished arews for seven and Tlew 55 sorties.
M jor camphell with Lte Kupits a9 gombardier-Mavigator led the second
Box of the formtion that wenmt out on the Sbhe lack of fighter easort cuuged
the plancs to return after they vad vesohed the Comats The gols Pord led the
pidst hox and Major Cempbell wes deputy loadey on the 26th. The target, &
foball or rocket installation st Veosgueritts, Prance ®s bombed with an exsell-
ent. concentrations This was the last migsion for the month ofMarehs Duria g
the month we tad attacked two types of target~ Alrfields and Hoball targeta,
the Noballs bhelng TMumber one ci theprioity liste
Lts Van Over wie transferred from the gquadeon to the Growp to ach ae
group rersoml Equipment OfficeT. ite Burton who had heen grounded ss & Pilet
replaced Lt Van O er 82 Ausbe dquadron Cperations Officers Lise Harcld Ls
ommers sid Rohert L. Bohluer were appoinged ta mesbers of & permunent board
%o flight cheok the instrument flying proficienay of all rated pilote mesigned
by attaoched to the group. S E C I'\ 3

e




.

The bad weather that hanpered our pperaticny in sirch threatened teo

chnoel our April aotivitiea, For the first nine days not & misgion was
£1lown, but when tha_ﬂ.nt &l skion took off on the morning of the tenth,
it began one of the mest intensive periods of flying in the history of
the Ninth Air Force. The aroup Ziew 2k missions im April. Bome of ou¥
sqmdron'parannnnl fley on oach of them. cur erews flow 194 gorties.

That first April mipsion was & costly ome for ths Sguadron. OFf the
ten of our planss that took of £, two mever returned, One plans floun by
Lt Marion Street crash-iandsd at aradvell Bay: His two gunneks pailed out
whon he decided to bring the plane down. 1% wes Bd exosllent job of flying.
wone of the crow were injured, but the piane wao utberly dogtroyed. LY
Arthur A Raines and hise twc gunnsrs, 5/8gt Jack C. milaon and 3/5gb
Glenn J. Bender, were 1ot sesn shortly siter Jeaving the target area in
the iea de Calais. They were losing altitude. They are 1igted ay "Mige~
ing in Astion.®

A day of oloudy geather, on the 24th, broke & string of bombing
daye 2t aine A migsion Look off, however, and wae recalled belfore it hmd
reached the coasd. yhile going through the cvereast, Li Arthur A No=
Donald lost comtrol of hie plane. He went intc & dive and lest & wing.
He managed o pull the plane cudb af the dive, &n, wefore he hit the
greund ;, he mmosuvered in & 1‘aat peroic effort %o avold crashing in the
midst of & srowded city digtrict. The plane opashed in the only open
aves in ths vicinity, the bombe expleding on jmmot, The orew, LY Mo~
penald, 5/3gt LeRoy parmard, and s/3gt Jogeph J. shields were killed.

{n the afterncon of the 30th, the Busighy mroialling yards were
attacikced with saxoallent resulta. The plane pileted by Lt pdwerd J.
fenth Jr., WS danaged by flak and ong engine Waa knosied out. He lesh

altitude and mede & mir-raising trip Asross france &t low-level on one

SECRE ]
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engine. Hitting &n obatruction cn the landing strip of an auxiljapy fisld.
on the South Englend soast, the plane wea damsged beyond repair. Lt Renth
and Wie gunaers; 4/8gt cylapde D lATRVE and 5/4gt TEvereti T. Eppa,
gzeaned without =ny sergomi injury. The bombing was the best that we
pad dome. A congretulatory telegram wag roceived from General Anderson,
sommnding officer of the JX Bomber Jommnd on the wission.

qome Gf ocur crews were shosem %o fly on window migsicas with =26
yarauders. The A20% ¢ would precsde the g-26'a over the target, drop the
\rindw; and "goout? for houe. 1t waz on ons of these window misslona that
Lt fatrick F.E. Machanus got geparated frem the sther planes. Oowing down
ghrough the overcast, ne eircled what he thought was &N English airfield.
flome LrRcers ware fived a4 hias plone snd atfirat vore taken for flares.

14 Magianus léwered his lending goar and prepared to lapnd when he realized
thint he wagy abdout W land on a&n airfield ca the gherbourg Pemninsulie He
quickiy sised up hia position and headedtoward Fngland.

paring the wonih, Major gamphell with Lt yalin as his nombardier-
¥ayigator isd three boxes. Osptain Mff with 14 Kupita 2o Sosbardier-
Mmyigetcr led one bBox. ‘

peracumel was fairly gtayle during the month, it Sinme s
hospitalimed. Pirst Liepteans pdmend V. Bond Jr., joined the squad ron;
taking over LV gigpms' duties fe armmsnt, officer. /gt Rent wes
tranaferred into Grous fead querters &nd 7/ags Steven A, Joryin vaplaced
hiuw &s the comuuniofiions geotion chiaf,

A beer party wes held by the falisted Kem on the Base during the
month. & G.7. band from @ neighboring field provided wusic for desising.«
The Aero 0lud was opened , furnishing added feoilities for entartainzent,
refreshusnt, and relasation: A damce and party were held for the Group

at the Officers' Club on the Ihth. 1t was well atiended by 665th cfficera.

SECRET,.
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There Ware Severe 1 promelions Suring the wonths Lisutenants
whitten, Dellun, Jonee, ralin, and Tiggs Were Jramcted W the pank of

Firab | o banant.
our streaghh 8% the end of April was 57 officers and 262 en~

liated men.
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6697+ BOWRARIMENT (%)
416th Noutardmenr Group (L)
hfutﬂowmm“mm#mmhhh
fhe month of Way, Gomparstively good weather gladdened all of our hesrts.
" I8 meent not only good flying westher, 1% olso meent thal at last we weuld
be wursed & BI% Yy geod sumshing. With an sxiva houwr of deylight e %o the
douile Sumer tine, 4§ was 1ight oubeide Wil alsset eloves o'elock b
mmamﬂm«mumnmma
$uilight Gofthall Lasgue in which we had an Offfcer's and an Hslisted Nea's
tesm, (ftan after work you could see men Moyeling down the Englich countwy
lanes, The Base Shaatvs and $he mew Aero Mlubd offered fine entertalament om °
the Basés Liberty run Syusies took the mem inte Draintres, On ¥heir days off
many visited London and Ounbridge snd other plates. e
Tor the first tinme the Squadven ccowpied = site of ite owa on She Bth,
e nov site, origiually intended 10 bo used as & WohokuZy site, hod bow
somploted Wb o few dsye defore we mved ixte i, Dreryone Seok pride iu the
new ares and Sried to keep it the finest locking wibe on the Tase,
Mamy new feoen were sesR around the Squadrom aves. llnrmih'n-

24 3t Mlliam P, Tripp, 97 24 L%, Andre ¢ Vieghele
24 1% Bl B, Ngter 24 1%, Hiven B, Qlavk
2408 J ok T, Smith 24 18, Charles Ohuwsh

g%« Sonsld ¥, Mallory :Ilkt-uuo._lum

Sghs R iohand 6 Tollowsy Poter Po Masiul ewlox

figte Berbert B, habser Sgt. Howard 0, Rodgery

Jmeg % Ven Duyme Bg%. Constanting Vaflodis

Sgt. Framk ¥, Melshior Sgt. Ralph 0, Noffman
l.l.ul.““ Sgt. Boger ¥, Rlse
lﬁ.ml- U-M'-m

Staff Sergesn$ Charles @ JNorben. _
lmmmmmmmn. Compbell lowlka, J%.,
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muvmmummnm

h!ﬂﬁmnﬂrnqﬁl-rum-mdﬁn“hlu
nymmhw.uummu.mm-mm
Mons duving the month, Gepbe Glask, with Lt. Jonss, 3o¥, 1od Seven boxos.

mmmuw-hh\-unm.muhm
mumamn-mm.r-ﬂncmmhﬂuu

shelters, destroying thres of thome Twe othevs reseived divest hits sad
Rear mipsese

O s 9th, Najor Sampdell 16d & fermation agalnst the Asreshol Mese
shelling Yards deep in Belgtum. oo cnginw turntale wes seversly damageds
£ Stay woskehop snd n Sty Wileing vers partially destroyels Torts
five cars wers destroyed and all trasics ppposite the turmbadle ware Wlocked
by o large evaler. '

Jour days ladar, She Oumpbell-Palin feem 14 4% again scoring cmsellent
Pegults against the Beomvals/Tille Alrdvema,

Laading She 4100k Bead fp (L) in on $he Nodall target ab Nehem, Major
Gempball and 1. Palin memaged %o suspend the installstion with well-plos-
od hitee This wab on the 28tk |

Mador Pries, now vith the 6604k Josd Sq (1), led a fomaticn against &
{mpartent sosstel defemce TeStery at Bemarvills ou the 19%h, Veather inter-
muummunwuwﬂimumu.mm
with Gapte Glasie in the 1oad ship of the sesond bowy mamaged to get & fheebing
Danse sb the target through & tiny twagk in the dlouds. ¥e relecsed his
Domds and esused untold damege %6 the delicste installstions,

SECRET
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We seemed $0 b6 headed for a whele month of operations withoud a loss,
when on the 78h sl hell Bruks 1ooses In s stiack ou the Amiens Marshalling
Yard, both It. Allen ¥, Gllion's and 3t Narry % Hewes' planss were hiS by
flak in the target mres. L4. Oullicon's plane caught on fire, snd three ehubes
ware seen t0 cime ouk of 1% snd open wp. With hin weve §/gt. Oredy ¥, Oope
ulfm.mur.m.mmmmmwu.i-u
seen 10 &rop oub of forssbion , losing altitude. This happensd shortly gfted
lesving the terget aves. Mo Peports were ever yeoelved on him. With him were
hig two pumers, §/8gt. Nareld B Boyer and §/8gt. Joseph P, Kaspers ALl six

crewsen are 1isted pe Wigsing in Aebion®,

Pioss ard ub & fow of the Mghlights of the 30 missions ¥hat cemprised
the menti's spersdisase Nesh mission ma filled with farills, for the intensity
-Am-nhun.tmmmmimumwm
 departnent wes outsbanding. Paay worked hard end loag 8o keep Vhe planes in
tho sir svary day of Vhis pre-invasion of fensives

e strenath of o Bquadron on the last day of the month wsl

6 Offisers 270 Bicted Nam
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669th Bombardment 3quadron (L)
416th Bombardment Group (L)
Of fice of the Jommanding Officer
SUBJECT 1 Hietorical Data (August and Sept.en:‘:er 1944 installments).
TC ! Jommanding General, Army Air Porces,

The changes in perscnnel that occured within the Group during August were the
most drastic in the history of the Group. The effects fram theses changes were felt
within our own Squadrone On the 1Oth, Major Clark left the Squadron to become the
Assistant Group Cperations Officere. Hie duties as Squadron Operations Cfficer were
passed on to Captain Sommere. Lt. Behlwer was appointed Assistant Cperatione Officer.
The changes in Group which brought these local changes about were the transfer of
Solonel Mace to the command of the 98th Jombat Bamb Wing. Lieutenant Colonel T, Re
Aylesworth replaced him as the Group Commanding Cfficers. Lieutenant Colconel Pare
mer who had been Deputy Group Commander was lost on a mission on 6 August. He was
succeeded by Major Meng.

3ome new Squadron officers were appointed during the month as well, These ine
cluded the appointment of Lt. Boukamp as Assistant Squadron Executive Officer;

Lts E.Fs Hall, Assistant Soldier!s Voting Cfficer; and Capt. Scamers, Squadron
Tactical Inepector. Capt. Murphy rejoined the Squadron on the 10th frem the hoepitale
Cn the Sth, Second Lieutenant James R. Nichols, a Bombardier-Navigator, was

assigned to the Sgquadron. He began to fly with Lt. Greene ae a new bombing team.

On the 22nd, three new pilots were amesigned: lst Lt. E.L. Miller, 2d Lt. J.D. Smith,
and 2d Lte M.¥. Dubose. At the end of the month a check on the strength of the
Squadren found us with 50 officers and 303 enlisted men. L+, Greene had joined the
3quadron with OCeptain Hulse and Lt. Conte-a bombing team that had already led boxes.

The month had been a costly ome for our Squadron. On the 8th, the Group attacke
od the railroad junotion at Prevent. Flak centered on the first flight of the first
box, led by Major Clark, Lt. Jones, B=N, was intense and accurate. Lt. Shainberg's
plane was hit. It was last seen headed towards our lines, losing altitude. One or

two crews reported seeing it crash. No chutes were seen to emerge. Li. Shainberg

end his gunners, 3gt. J.D. Dugan and Sgt. L.B. Curtis, are listed as MIA. Ancther

{
.
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plane out of thet first flight also went down. The plane caught fire when it was
hit shortly after leaving the target. A wing btoke off and then the plane exploded,
Lt. Dontas wae the pilot, and 3taff Sergeants A.L. Nielsen and W.E. Pields were the
guanerse Qns chute was seen to come out of the planes The crew is alsc listed as
MIA. On the 30th, eight days after he had joined the Squmdron, Lt. John D. Smith
was killed. Lt. EulL. Miller was leading & twowplane routine training, mavigatiomale
formation flighte Lt. Smith was on his right wing. Apparently trying to cross un=
der Lt. Miller's plane, Lt. Smith hit the other plane, outting the tail off at the
turret. Lte Miller immediatdy jettisoned his hatch and parachuted to safety. Lt.
Smith'e plane, however, went into a flat spin and crashed, Lt. Smith was interred
in the Cambridge American Military Cemetery, Cambridge, England.

Qur crews flew on all:of the 23 missions flown by the Groupe The continued to
earn Air Medals and Oak Leaf Jlusters. 3ome received Purple Hearts, as well, Seven
crew chiefs were awarded the Bronse Star Medal for having kept their planes in such
fine condition that they were able to participate in 50 missions without an abort-
ion, the result of a mechanical failure. They were: Technical 3ergeants William
He Dyk, Cleo W. Fprandeen, Elmer Moore, Elmer W. Mullins, Frederick L. Stemmler,
Harry O. Wilsman, and Marvin P. Winkley 979 Clhas/c. V Lla.rc vaio

The missioms that were flown during the month were of extreme importance in
driving the Germans back toward their own border. Our attacks were primarily die
rected toward the cutting of enemy supply and conmunications lines. This served
two purposes=— it kept the German fromt line troops from getting supplies to keep
up & concentrated defensive fight against our ground troops. Secondly, it helped
to cut off avenues of escape for the troops that were being pushed back contin=
uously, or encircled.

Bombing during the month was done mostly by flights of esixes. It proved very
effective. On almost every mission at least one of our Bombardiers had an opport=

unity t¢ lay his bombe on enemy targets. Their skill helped to make the Group's



bombing record the second beest in the whole IX Bomber Command. Here is a short
review of some of the missions in which some of the crews participated:

The first mission of the month, No. 111, was flown on the secand of August.
A successful attack was made on an ammunition dump at Onudebec. Captdine Huff
and Morton led the two flights from our Squadron.

The next mission, on the 4th, was an-attack on the Beauvais marshalling yard.
All through lines and choke points were severed by several dérect hits. Ma jor
Napier, Lt. Madenfort, B-il, led a flight.

Capt. Huff, Lte Kupits, B«lN, led one of the most successful missions of the
month in the morning of the Sthe The target was the Campiegne Marigny marshalling
yarde Thru traffic was impossible when direct hits chewed up the lines from one
end of the yards to the other. Major Napier again led a flighte

That afternoon, Capt Morton led a flight in an attack on the laigle reilread
bridge. The bridge and its approaches were hit, making it unserviceable.

The sixth was another two-mission day. In the morning, Maior Napier led the
second box of a formation attacking the last remaining bridge acrose the Seine
river at Cissel. Oapt. Huff was a flight leader. Lt. DeMun, Lt. MoQuade, led
the window flight. Bad weather forced the formation to return from the target
area. The same crews returned in the afterncon toc attack the same target. On
the bamb run, Lt. Madenfort was hit in the face by flak sc that Major Napier's
flight did not bomb. Capte. Huff's flight, however, acored an excellent. The
flak was intense and four planes were lost. Severe bettle dammge forced Lt. Blom=
gren to crash land at Tangmere -- none of the crew was injured. Lt. Jack F. 3mith
aleoc crash landed at Tangmere due to flak dammge. His brakes were shot out, and,
when his plane nosed in at the end of the runway, it was washed out. None of the
crew was injurede £ x A /bt . * 50 ond S/

Cn the 8th, Major Clark, Lt. Jones, BN, led a formation in an attack on the

Frevent marshalling yards. The results were excellent; the lines being made un=

serviceable, FPlak was intenee and accurate for that first flight. The two planes



C .
menticned earlier were shot down, both from our Squadron.

That afternoon the radar installations in the Bois ciu Pierre were the targets,
Again the results ranged from good to excellent, the bombs hitting trmng the chate
eau probably deetroying or damaging it. Ma jor Napier, Lt. Mldanfor:;‘;:;,jfl"nj
Capt. Huff, Lt. Kupite, Bel, led the second and third flighte of the first boxe
Just one of those things happened, though, and although it locked like owr bombs
hit their mark, photo reconnaissance showed no evident damagé toc the inestallationse

Ae & result, our target on the morning of the 9th was the same radar installa~
tion. Onpt. Hulee, Lt. Conte, BN, led a flight with good results. Scwe bombs were
believed to have fallen directly on the desired MPI. Lt. Hirem Clark wes forced to
land at Ridgewell when one engine, hit by fluk, failed on the roturn tripe

Leading the second and third flighte of the second bex that afternoon, Capt,
REuff and Capte Hulse helpe? tlast the Chauny railroad bridge, making it unservice-
able,

In the morning of the 10th, Ompt Huff led the first bex of a formation attmck-
ing the Foret du Roumare ammunition dumpe The weather over the target waes bad,
however, so that no bombs were dropped. That afternoon bad weather caused our
Planes to bring their bombs back from an attack om the la Londe de Louge ammunie
tion dumpe Capt. Huff and Ompt Morton led the two baxes »

Capt Hulse was deputy leader on a successful PPF mission to the Foret du Rouw
mare ammunition dump on the llith.

That afterncon Capt Hulse and Ompt Morton led two flights of a formation that
&ttacked the St. Malo gun defenses. Lt. Conte, Capt. Hulse's B-N, did & supericr
job of bombing with a circular error of a litile more than 100 feet. The Infantyy
sent comgratulations on the splendéd aid we had given them.

Points along the highway from la Ferte Mace to Ecotiche, used by the fleeing
Germane, were bambed on the l2th. Capte Morton led a flight. Lt. MacManus was forced

down in Normandy when he had trouble with his right engine. He later flew the plane

back to the Bage. C - A



Flying their 10th miseion in eix days, our crews took off on the 15th tec bamb
choke points in the Lisieux area to oub off German escape routes from the Falaise
Gepe Capt. Hulee led the second bax and Lt. DeMun, Lt. MoQuade, BeN, led one of
its flightse Their results were good.

Two of the tree boxes that attacked the fuel dump in the Poret de Chantilly
on the 15th were led by Capt. Hulse and Ma jor Napier, Lt. Jones, B-Ng The planes,
employing area bambing, dropped 500=1b. fragmenpation bambs with good results.
Lt. Greene, with Lt. Nichcle, & new B=N, flew on Capt. Hulse's wing. Lt. DeMun
led the works in the window shipe

A successful FFPF attack on the Montfort Sur Risle bridge on the 17th found
Gmpt. Morton flying as deputy in the lead box.

A full wesk passed before our planes became airborne again on a mission. On
the 25th, the siege of Brest began, and our planes dropped their bombs on gun
positions in the Brest area. Major Napier, leading a flight, scored a "good"}
Lt. DeMun, Lt. McQuade, 3-N, scored an "excellent", with hks flight.

An improvement in the weather allowed ues to fly two missione agauin on the
26the. The first, against the Compiegne~Cleiroix fuel tanks. It was a superb job
of bombing. Ompt. Huff, leading a flight, scored an "eéxcellent®, causing violent
explosions and large fires which probably destroyed the tanks.

The afterncon of the same day found the Rouen ferrying aree our target. Toms
of German equipment was lined up waiting to be shuttled across the Seine before
our trocps completely cut them off, Weather again saved the Germans when poor
vieibility, haze, and cloud cover prevented all but ane flight from bombing.
Capt. Morton and Lt. DeMun, flight leadera,were forced tec return their bombs.
Some flak was encountered and Lt. AsJs Vlieghels was forced to land in Norgandy
because of flak dammge. Lt. Vlieghels received minor woundej the gumers were
uninjured.

On the 2Bth, the last mission of the month was an All-669th show with Capte

Huff leading the first boxj Capt Mo#tem, the second. The target was the Doulens



fuel dump. Photo reconnaissance showed a concentration of craters across the
target severely damaging the installations.
General Zisenhower issued a statement to all military perscmnel on the l4the.
It was read to all over the Tannoy system on the 15the £ x4, 4,7 # 5 _
¥ith the movement of our Group imminent, a practise move wa:s contemplated
with the aim in mind of increasing the efficiency of the organization when we
would actually moves On the 2lst and the 22nd, the Admance Echelon carried out ite
practise move. The bad weather made a bivoumc impractical, but the rest of the move
went off in good order. On the 29th and 30th, the Rear Echelon made a similar move
although no peracnnel other than the drivers participated. Exhr /bres ™ ) Sona S
The Billy Conn show appeared on the Base on the 5th, and everycne had a chance
to see the chap who decided Lo slug it out with Joe Louie for the World's Heavy=-
weight Championship in actione The bouts were held in Fangar #l. Lt. DeMun tock
the fighter up for a short hop in the nose of & *J% £ 4.4/t T 55 00y S oe 5¢-A
The "Air Offemsive, Europe® was completed on 5 June 1544, and the campaign,
"I:st.orn Europe®, begun. Battle participation for this phase entitled us to the
award which wae made on the 24th of August. All persomnnel asaigned or attached
to the Group or its Squadrons between § June 1544 and 24 August 1544 were auth-
orized to wear a battle star on the European=African-Midile Eastern Theatre R;I;b’lc;rfo’t e
SEPTEMBER 1
Toward the end of Auguet 2 movement of the Group became more imminent. By the
first of September everything was in a state of readinesse The war was progressing
0 rapidly, however, that it was necessary for us to get a base ease of Paris if
we were tc gain much by a move. Engineers, working at top espeed, and bomb disposal
unite finally prepared a former Luftwaffe airfield near Melun, scutheast of Faris,
about 115 miles from the Front.
On the 15th of September, the Advance Echelon of the Squadron left the Squadrom

area at 0700, The duffel bags anf equipicnt was lomde! in%o the vehicles either

the evening before or even earlier, We bomrded trucks which took us to Sible=Hed=~
-



inghaz. There we boarded a train for Eastleigh, a suburb
living in tents and eating C~rations, we boarded the "La
to cross the Channel. About 0900 on the 18th, we got our

The boat anchored near Isigny, and we awaited ordere to d

of 3cuthhamptone After

dy of Mann" on the 17th
first glimpse of Par Shore.

isembark. At 1400 we

stepped ontc a landing craft. By the time the craft appropched the beachhead, the

tide had gone ocute We stayed on the craft until 1945 hour

B when the tide came in,

Then we started on a seven-mile hike to sncampment where we pitched cur tentse.

The heavy packs, the cobblestone roade, the duast, the hea

made the trip a difficult one.

t, and then finally rein

The next afterncon found us resuming our travels. Thip step in our journey

tock us, by truck, to an RCD at Jatz, near bombed cut Carentan, Hidden back of?

the roads, it was a pleasant spot. Tents were pitched on etach side of a company

strest, and the men cleaned up and shavede We left this delightful spot the next

afternoon and rode to airstrip A~l3, near Isignye.
After sléeping alongside the landing strip that night

and flew to the new Base, Station A~55 at Villa Roche, foi

y the 669th boarded J=471g

ur-miles north of Melane

Everyone had a chance to view the bombed cities, the scenes of tank battles, the

main tranepcrtation arteries called "Redeball Highways®,
arrived on the 2let, the firet unit on the new field,
Capte Marks, in charge of the Advance Echelon, chcse
was set upe The men loocked around the area to see the rui
departing Germanse
The truck convoy arrived a day later with Capt. Stewa
and Rear Echelons flew to the new Base on the 23rd in A~2

The new Base was in shambless The ruways, however,

x

the taxi-strips useable. We occupied the southeastern cor
L4%rd Air Depot Groupe A coupld of old barns were still @
upied by Armament, Communicatione, and 3upply. Squad tent

quarterse.
On the morning of the P4th,

nd beautiful Farise. We

iving sitess A mess hall

s left by the hurriedly=

t in command. The Air
's and 2=47"s.

re repaired and mPst of
r of the Base with the

nding and were soon occ-

were ueed for living




Field Crder for a missicn was received. Although the micsion was scrubbed, the
Squadron was established well enough to have been able to carry on operationse
Lt. Connor, 3/8gt. Alden, and Cpl. Gottlieb put their heade together and
dreamed up "Ye Olde Stable®. It was an old barn that they cleaned up and repaired
to be used for movies and other entertainment. It waa by far the best in the Groupe
Now for some of the cther happenings during the monthe On the Sth, 3gt. J.E.
Hay, who had been listed as MIA returned. As the days paesed, Lt. Palin, 3/5gt.
Boyer, and 3/3gte JeoD. Dugan alsc returned from MIA. They were later transferred
to return to the 3tates. Word was received that the following men were now Prisom~
ers of War:
Ma jor Murdoch W. Campbell
8/3gt. Fater P. Maciulewicz
3/3gt. Herbert E. Shatzer
3/8gt. James B. Thompson
Lte Donald ¥. Ellict was transferred to a Limson Squadron operating from Francee.
Many promctions were received by the members of the corganization. Among themi
to Japtaini Robert J. Mottom
Sydney A« Lurie
William A. Peck
Charles Hes Stewart, Jr.
to Pirst Lieutenant:
Hiram B. Clark
Reece B. Roberteson
Jack F. Smith
William P. Tripp
Andre J. Vlieghels
An unfortunete accident on the 24th robbed the Squadron of one of its finest
young men. Technical Sergeant Richard L. Haptonetall, a crew chief, was helping
to change an airplane engin$ when the engine fell on hime It orushed his chest,
and he died within a short time. A Memorial Service was held for him with Chaplain
Penticoff officiating on Sunday morning, 8 Octobere
Cne of the original members of the Squadron was transferred to the 668th Bamd
Squadron. He was Maester 3ergesnt Raymond K. 3lifko of the Engineering Secticme
Throughout the month of September, weather limited our operations. Only 16

missions were flown by the Groupe

7 The first mission, No 134, was flown on the first day of the monthe Ma jor



Napier, Lt. Jones, BN, was a flight leader in this attack on gun positione at
Brests Bad weather forced the bambers to bring their bombs backe

Again in the r;ming of the 3rd, the bombers failed to bomb because of weathers
The target was Breste Oapt. Huff and Oapt. Hulse were flight leaders. That afternaon
only 12 planes could drop on snother attack on Brest. Capt. Peck, Lt. Madenfort,
B, led one of the flights that bombed with fair resultse

An All=659th show emathe Sth provided the best bombing of the month to date.
Capt. Huff and Capt. Hulse were the successful box leaders. Their bambs probably
destroyed the buildings and caused severe damage to the strongpointe

On the morning of the 6th, Brest was again attackeds Oapt. Morton, Lt. Moore,
B, scored ocne of the five excellentsy that were earned by the Groupe That aftere
noon the weather closed in as the formation agsin apyroached a target at Brest.
Only three flights were able to bomb although they dropped down to as low as 4,500
feet. Capt. Huff, leading a flight, made six bomb runs but was umable to drop bee
cause of the poor visibility. Lt. Greene, Lt. Nichols, B~N, scored a *good* in
their first mission ae & flight leader,

A vital German strongpoint at Nancy was attacked on the 10th. Capt. Peck, leade
ing a flight, helped knock it out by scoring an "excellent®,

A comunications center at Metz which was probably the control center for
that whole sector of the front was attacked om the 1lthe Capt. Hulse and Major
Napisr led the boxese. Results ranged form good to- excellent.

The first time we or any Ninth Air Porce bombers ewer attacked targets in
Germany wae on the 12th when the 4156th hit St. Weudel in Germany. Weather wae very
bad. Lt. Greene, Lt. Nichols, BN, managed to drop, hitting a marshalling yard at
Qttweiler, just south of the target.

That afternoon, Oapt. Morton and Capt Peck were flight leaders on the most
nearly perfect misséon flown by the Group. All six flights scored "excellent®,
The target was an artillery poesition at Ohaligny in the Foret de Haye. A states
ment from & G.L.C.news summary read,"Ground wnits report the bombing of the 9th
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Bombardment Division on the Poret de Naye on 12 September was sc effective the
Germane in the area marched out with their hands in the air ans surrendered. Amer=-
ican ground troops had to fire practically no shots to effect the surrender.®

The last mission flown by the Group fromits base in England was flown of the
i68h. The target was the viaduct, railrced, and road over Bergen op Zowm in Holl=
ands The attack was launched to sirengthen Allied positicns northwest of Antwerp,
to eliminate a German avenue of escape, and to soften the area for the great airborne
attack to follow on the next day. Capt. Huff and Cajpt. Morton led the two boxess
Capt. Huff's flight scored an excellen$ on a perfect bomd run despite intense,
accurate hoafry flak fire at the target. Capt. Morton chose to hold his bombs when
he was forced to alter his course to avoid a collision with another flight rather
than release them on too short a bomb run and miss the trarget. Lt. A.J. Vlieghels’
Plane was hit on the bomb run and was thought to have gone down in the southeastern
corner of Qosterschelde Bay. One engine was burning badly. Two chutes werss seen
drifting toward land. His gunnere were 3/Sgt. Hoger W. Rice and S/3gt. Clay E. Younge
Lts HeBe Clark's plane was hit on the propeller dome causing #il to leak out. The
pilot left the formetion, feathered the prop, and continued on through flak cente
ered on his plane which was losing altitude on its eingle engine. When he neared
Antwerp, he inestructed his gunners to bail out., Theybdid so successfully and re=
turned to the base a da; later. Lt. Clark, expecting the plane's one engine to fail
soon headed toward the bewchhead. When he attempted to land, he discovered that
his hydraulic syetem waes out. He crash~landed the plane near Omen, escaping unw
scathed himeself,

The fir-t miesion from the new base in Prance was flown on the 27th. Bad
weather prevented any bombing, however,

Cn the 29th, the warehcuse and marshalling yard at Bitburg was attacked.
Only 17 planes dropped but their results were exceilent. Capt. Merton, leading
a flight, was unable to drop because of weather. Phot reconnaissance showed the
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Yershoume nd vard completely dut.roycd.n Lt. Boukamp's plane was hit by the ine
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tense flak that defended the targete Both engines were hit and were on fire, The
Plane broke away from the formation in a gentle glide, but the plane was still under
contrel, heading southwest, 8 miles southwest of the target. No chutes were seer.
Hie gunners were Staff Sergeants Russell J. Colcsimo and Jeong 3. Wing. All

three of them had almost completed their tours of duty.

The last mission of the month, on that afternocn, wes an attack on the Julich
marshalling yards. Haze, 9/10th cloud cover, and almost as mueh flak covered the
target. Japt. HEuff and Ma jor Napier led the boxes. Results were unobserved., Flak
knocked down three planes and killed a gunner in a fourthy but none of the losses
were from our Squadron.

Gn the 30th, we received more concrete evidence of what was in store for us
in the future. Sixteen A-26's the Air Force's newest and fastest medium bombers
landed on the Base. Four of them were assigned to our 3quadron and training in
them was to begin immediately == both ground and eir treining.

Squadron strength on the last day of September was 55 officers and 307 en-

listed mens
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On the 2%rd, the highwy bhridge over tie Saar River gt Saerburg wes attacked,

axc2llcat results on the targety while leading flightss The bembs completely dese

troyed the btrpidge whieh had borne many *cnes of egquipment gning to the troope ade

2
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iy Ardemizs breakibrough,
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Thzt aftermosn the dofended tomm of Waxweiler mas attackad, Due to the heste
in wiieh ¢ isrion was ylasned, insufifieiont tine for preparation, and meaper
ter et terial, Lientennnt Jocre, Quptain Moston's BeN, lesding the first toxm,

beliin® onr ~wn treops, Cortain Mules, lieutinant Gonte, B-2ly leadingz the gecond box,
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bo s Ticutenant Killer, Lieutenant Jack Conner; Ball; zlsc leed a flight, ut,
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Crew mexbers rated thelr wrk as excellent, One ! re, flown by Lieutenant Rocce Be
Robertocn with Sergeant Chensy as gunner, was hit while on the boxb rm, Deapite the
geriovs injury t» his plare, Lisutenant Fobertson eontimed on over the tarpet with
hic flight, On the turn-off, his plane begrn ¢4 born, Tae plane brcke avzay fpom the
forration in a glide and was soen tn erash just ovsr the Yooboline, Crows raportad
cnc cehutc emerging fror the plane, Foth Lieutenant Rc‘::r".-s':ar; and Sergzcant CLeney e

e | -
listed a
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ctiackod, Only rne flight wmae able $c piek up the tarzet, byt they scored surerior
remmlis, cutting tle roads and dlocking othere when the surroundfng buildings were
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estroyed by the Yombae Captain Stelting, Liecutenant Cslloway, Defiy leading a | Upht,
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borbed thc tomn of Frimm with muperior remultsy severely damaging 2 =are=halling
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yard q cut*ing o highwmay, Lieutanant Rlomerewn, Lieutenant Go0, Jolnson, Buii,
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bormbed the town of Fronerburgorhutie when Shey eould nct loeate the rimary target,

L

ey =overly demaged the mein highwey and nezsbr Muildings, Oz the borb run Lient-

Q-.,‘w“ -
en2at K.¥ Felwe's planc sas pit b flak, Altheugh the rlane mes barning, he contine

ue
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on o the terget and droppcd his Y rba with his flight, Tas plane broke awe
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from Lhe Porpmiicn and went down burniagy 14 creshed just before it rezched tho
rbeline, & c .utes were ssen, Lieutenant Lchoe ard his gunner, Corjorsl RF,
3 aher, erc 1isted a= [JA, The flak renged from rrodergite seceurats 30 intenze acew

urste on Lhe bord run and over the target. Alrcst half of the frretion suffered
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hit by flek in the right =ngine on ? IUlLe He stayed with the formation,

dr>rping his Boshs ¢ ne target, By superior flying, despite iniurdies tc his face
frem troken glase from a shetliared windshield, he trought the plane tack % =
fricidly tese where he ercsh-landc? it, His observer, Licutemant 7.1, Pritt, wees
also wounded In the fave by glass, Poth lieutenant Grecne 2nd Licutenant Dreits wore
aserded the FURFLE TZART,

In the afternoon of the seme dey, our rl2nes took off % bond ancther wellodew
fended target, 2 roilrcad junctisn a4 Hilleshein, Caanye The formaticn engounte

L s

er=d intenge accurets hecvy flak fror the roment it erossed the bomb line until it
czme out, Agein h2lf of the planes in the frrmatisn = franaa battle Acmpce, Licut-
enant MeQuade, Cajtain Dedun':s BelN, was uns tle i 13entdf; the primary tsrset ard
“ose a road juinction in the towm of Pelm, The borks scorsd excellent resilts,

b | v . . moeyd T, - E »
BeNgy Licutemant Muian, slss ehoze ancther tarsety the to-

>T Pouslorf, whieh he bombed with telling resudts, Althcugh tw plance wers lozt,

Tae vitally importont Fller railroed tridge was attacked on the 27th, Cajtoin
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It did not seen rossible that alraady we were coming into = new jear, Tec nery
e e ed 1ike 8 1ittle rmore than jasterdny 2121 wel ] T4 I 3el, Mssisgie
Fri four our fipal stop befors we were % i1 fc3 MZini(e &1 2t 1%t was truee-
just one year agc we had left Laurel, & lot had happened in thut che yenyr, Ts 128

tuccedded in getting,cur troops up onto the Normandy beaches; we Lsd seen our

get
troops race ecross France Iir record-tresking tire; we had roved ageain, to 2 Base
on the Continent; #nd now we were enterdng on the final stages of the canpaigs,
to teke Sermiory iteelf,

Those last few cold, wintry days of Decenber 104} had been only the begknne

{.

ing of wiet wte 10 Te &1 unconforteble winter for us, January was filled with

&

cold, snowy days, & s'wirtage of coel and wocd rade our living conditions not the

best, However, the magnificent work of our grondd forces under the sane cmaditions
HF < TiLs 3 forgst, our worries,
gy ¢ vesther caused us consideralble anxiety fér the effect that it had

on our own operations, Icing conditions on the wings and in the carturetcrs was

y serious rroblem, Snow and ice on the taxi-strips and runweys made it ime

W
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possitle to operate at times, Our own men with the aid of French workers 2 boured

inceasingly to keep the runways clear of snow and ice, but it proved an inexhauste

% le jct, If we only hed a few deje of good clear westher, mcet of the crows felt,
cwr planes could rut the retreating Ge-man arpiee inte » conplets 1,

THADn counliter-cffengsive was beginuing to show signe of colle

by
P
o
(1)
o
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apse, By mid-Jonuary the Bulge had slmost ceased tc exist, W2t was rope, cur troop

were taking advantage of their positi-ns to push the enemy bhack even heyond the

int held before the breaketnrough,



gain some of our cld men were leaving us afte having corpleted their tours
of duty, &ong them were Captzin W,A., Peck, Captain R,J, Morton, Staff Sergesant
Tollowey, srd Skaff Sergeant Stephens, Lieutenant Greene deperted for the Stotes
for a period of 30 dsys, efter which time Le would de returned tc this theatre for
reassignment, Lia:tenant K,S, Street, efter completing hisntour of duty, wes trange
ferred to tae heedquarters of USSTAF where he wes to work as Armement officer,

Yore crews went tc the Pront during the month to visit the ground foreea

Lis: tenant Renth, Sergeant lrskowitz, 2nd Serpgeant Mrinkmsn had an unforgettable
triye They were borbed Ty our own *aecvias® when they mistook their terget and
ropred on cur gide of the lines, Sergesnt Brinkmen wes injured in the attack, They

ez and secarred from the attack, leither Lieut-

- s $ i t i b “ 5 ' | ant i
Four of our Engineering personnel, lnster Sergeante Mihler and Apnderson, and
‘ . . 3 -
s=canical ~ergernte Eniauf and lelte, 2ttended schools in England en 8% the hesde
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guarters ASC, USSTAF,

Lisutenent Joserph .Kupits wes aprointed Ascistaut Opersticns Cfficer on the
1#th, relieving Cqtein Behlmer who had besn ppompted Just tarse deys before,
This was the first time that a Bomberdier had held the iob,

On the 30th of the rmcnth, late in the evening, 2 stove in the ress hall exe
rloded, #ith a great deal of excitement and haste the fire weg =xtinguished, &l
though the building, 2 prefabric-ted wooden structure, 4id suffer some damege, no
squipment was lost, Within & couple of days a tenporary roof wes erected arnd the
btuilding was in use agein,

Two unfortunate accid=nts ccst us the lives of twe of our crews, Cpe, Lieutene
ent 1,B, Clark and Steff Sergem t J,W, Saiedosh, had been m.ong our Tirst replace-

rent crews, They were nearing the completion of their tours of duty. The cther

crew, Lisutenant G,0, Ven Keter, and Ser_cant C,M, Kiker, were comparatimely new

- '“‘. %
‘o the Squadron, #nd h1ed flown only a few missions, Tuedr desths were the results



of tokeecff accidents in wihieh their planes burned and exploded, Lieutemnt Ch rk

[N

enéd his gunwer were killed on the 2nd; Lieutenant Van Veter 2nd his gunner on the
Degpite the very bed flying weather during tue month, the Group flew s ixteen
risdons, Scre of our crews flew on 21l but three of them, Those three zissions
were cpecial bombing and strafing rissions made by three sixe-szhip formations,
The first mission in Japuary was a special bombing and str=fing mission ageinst
troops end instellations in Belgium, None of ocur crews were in on the attack, No
gttack was mede by the formetion.

gecond, however, our crews participated in an ettack on the Sipmern

h
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railroad bridge. It wes on this mission thet Lieutenant Clark and Sergeant Sabadosk
were killed, As the plane becane airberne on takewoff, it suddenly settled dcwm,
noeing into the @round, Before the c¢rew was able to climb out of the plene, it b» gan
to burn, Scon the Yombs exploded, killing the two crewmen, Although the exect
cause of the accident was neve deterrined, it was thought that either ice hasd
formed on the w ngs during take—off ot that hhere was ice in the carburetor. At
tals time we were experiencing extremely ccld and denp weather, Two other planes
craghed on take-off, one of them exploding, but the crews were able to get out of
them safely, The rest of the planes went on to atiack the target, Captein Mortonm,
Lt, Moore, B=N, and Lt, Miller, Lt, Connor, B-li, both leading, f1ights scored exm.
cellent resultz with their bombing, The bridge, rzilroad tracks, and a bhighway
were blanketed by the bomba, Five to twelve ke 10G's attempted 2 pass at the formee
tion 4 bDut they were steered away by the fighter escort,

On the eleventh, Cajytain Hulse, Lt, :&:r.te, Buliy, and Co tein Stebbins, Lt,
Czllaway, BN, led the two boxes in 2n @ tack on the Simmern bridse egmin, This
tine 2 solid cloud cover hung over the tarpet, and it was necessery to bombd on a

FPF rlane, &n equipment failure in the PFF plane prevented it from attacking the

primary tergnt, He chose a marshalling yard at Alzey for his secondary,



Three deys leter, on the lith, Captain Halse, Lt, Conte, B-ii, led mothe
formetion in an attack on the defended vilk ge of Schleiden, &s the plane flown by
Lieutenemt Van Meter, Serg-mt ¥Kiker gunc er, began % get airbtorne, it suddenly
settled to the ground and crashed, Before the crew wes able to get ocut of the

m
-

burning wreckage, the bombs exploded, “‘he crew wss killed, The rest of the planes
formed intc one box behind Cartain Hulase and went on to attack the target, Lieut<n=
ant Sonte dropred his bombe sguarely on the aiming peint, Had it noct been for one
flight that was out of positicn when it dropped, he would have heen credited with
a superior, Hits were scored on the road ‘unctions, and buildings in tue center of
the towmn, All north-south road traffic wa: blocked, The r2il line wes 2lgo cut

in four 4ifferent places,

Taking off on the 2lst, cur crews participated in e very succegesful attack on
the Fuskirchen railroad ridge, Despite the moderate accurate flak on the target
and cn the turn-off--caud ng battle danage %o 13 of the airerafte- the crews went
in to drop their bombs squarely écrcss the bridge, r=ilroad tracks, and into the
marsnalling yard, Lt, Col Napier, Lt, Moore, Beli, and Lt, Blomgren, Lt, G,G,
Jonneony Bediy led two of the flights, &lthough there was no pfhots coverage of their
worky erews reported thet they scored excellant results,

In the afternoon of the 2nd, amother six-ship special bombing 2nd strafing
mise icn took off, This time two of our crews were on it, They were Lieutenants
Sorrels ans Mertin with Staff Sergeant Melara and Corporsl Sunner as gunners,
fen the formation was unable to contset their fighters, it was recalled by Far.
ade before it was able to find 2 target to attack,

None of our erews flew on the two spefial missions that were flown on the 23rd,

~

Cn the 24th, Lt, Col, Ng ier end Lt, Blomgren agsin led tw flights inan
attack on the rr3 junction at Schleiden, Lt, Johnson, Lt, Slomgren's BN, scored
excellent regults with bombs blanketing railroad lines and cutting the main highe

weys with possible hits on a long roed bridge, Lt, loore, Col, quloris Bll, was



unzble to btomb, however, even though they made three runs because his bombeight
telescops csble e trocken,

Ancther very successful rission on the 2fth was led by the ££C%th—<Captain
Hulse, Lt, Conte, Beli, in the first box, and Captain Stebbins, Lt, Callawey, B,
in the second bom, Lieutenent Conte scored an excellent and Lieutcnant Callaway,
e superior, The road junetiog wes blanketed; buildings, rail lines, and a rail
siding were hit, It was estineted that about 2C freight cars were destroyed,

Despite the bad weather, our attacks had been wvery successful and the Groupfs
bombing record egain was the best in the Bomber Division for accuracy within
1,000 fe=t of the target, The counter-ettack of the Ger nans was definitely stopped
end cur troops had alrcady begun tc push back into Germany,

During the month, Lieutenant ladenfort and Lt,Jack F, Srith were awarded

ISTRIGUISHED FLUING CRCSSES, although Lieutenant kedenfort's award had to be fore

-tk e

warded on to him, He wes already on his way back tc the States, The usual Air *edals

and Cak Leaf Clusters were awmarded %o other 2 irmen,
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SO 6uhth ECLBARLMINT SoUsLREON (L_' -
416th SOWLARI&IRNT Grolr (u)
Uffice of the Commenging Officer

SUSJICT: Squecron History (February 1945 Instcllment)
10 : Commendin- Ceneral, Army Air Forces

Fetruary 1945 prouved to De a month of inteuse ectivity for the
869th Bombzrament Squedron (L). During the course of the month, taoe
squadron moved {roa it- buse at AAF Sts., A-55 to ALF Stu, £-59, De-
cpite inclement weather and the move, which disrugtec the zmorm=1l course

4

of events to a certein extent,this or umization participatea in nine-
teen of the twenty-oune missions flown by the 41ctL Bomberoment Group
(L). In many instznces this s.uad ..: was called ugon to furnish box
leaders snd flight le=der: for the group foramstions even thouzh it was

not the sgus=zdromn's turn .c do so. In spite of ull the nendicaps en-

i

9t passed the Lwo nunarec mark in the tot=1l numoper

(4]

countereqa, the
of operstional missions flown in this thestre. When one ccnesiders the
fact that the unit hes been on operstionzl st tus for s period o
slightly lesz tnsn one year, the recora is re.lly a rem=srketle one.
In the succeedin: par. g rapcs, tne =uthor will ende .ver tc rec unt

some of the outstandins zschievements, cf members cf the or _nizsticn,
ajainst the enemy. A somore note must slsc Le stiruck, beczuse the

orgzni-ation 4id not succeecd in achievinz this fine record witncut

a

casualtiec. The sjuadron lost some fine men, whose losctses have been

deeply rezretted Dy all.
On the first of the montn, Cspt. Iarl &#. De Mun =rna Lt. Robert
J. MeLuande, nis Bombarcier-N:vigetor, lea tae second flight of the

first bo:, wiile Cipt. Devid Hulse with nis 8/N Lt. Fulph Conte,

T ety e @ i T | T G R e . By R B i N e R R it P et T
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led the third flight of the first box in an attack on the defended vil-
lage of Schleiden, Germany. No results could be determined for this mis-
sion, because PPF technique was used, and 10/10ths cloud cover prevented
observation of the bombing.

The second day of February found misfortune once more plazuing the
669ta. In an attack on the Euskirken Supply Center, which served as a
processing and billeting area for enemy troops enroute to the front, the
aireraft piloted by Lt. D. E. Smith was hit by enemy anti-aireraft fire.
An explosion occured in the gunners compartment of the alrplene. Sgt.
Richerd De Stefano, the top turret gunner, was killed outrizgnt. The en-
gineer gunner, S/Sgs. D. F. Abriocls, bz=iled out. When last seen, S/Szt.
Abriéla was drifting down to a lending behind enemy lines. (It should
be added that the airecraft was an A20K.) Lt. Smith was oolized to erash
land the airplane at AAF Sts., A-78. Fortunately, he escuped injury.
Despite the unfortynzte loss mentioned above, the flizht comprised of
aireraft of this squadron, led by Lt. Col. Napier znd his B/N Lt. Moore,
achieved excellent results.

On the following day, Capt. Stebbins with his B/N Lt. Cslloway,
led the entire group formation in an attack on the Berg Gladbach Stor-
age and Repair Depot. Capt. Bommers together with Lt. Kupits, his B/N,
flew in the deputy le=zder's position. The results of the mission were
unobse-ved. PF bombing equipment was used. Cloud cover prevented
observatiocn of the boumbinz resulss.

Once more on the sixth of the month PPF technique had to be em-
ployed in attacking Berg Gladbach, Germany. The deputy le=zder of this
mission was Lt. Blougren who flew with his B/N Lt. G. G. Johnson. Capt.
De Mun together with Lt. Mciu=de led the third flight of the secon? box

of the formation.




FeLrusry B8th € culte a8 notevorthy dry. Lot 8 U=CIOL ek £
p its 200th missior egeinst the ene y. The sres on the Cznudisn First
Army end British Second Armuy front nezr Cleve, Germany, ¥ abiockeu,
The results ¢l the mission were unvtse-ved beczuse of 10/10:ne elouc
cover. On this missior, Cept. Hulse &nd his B/N Lt. Clonte led the
second flight cof the Second tox, while Lt. Col. lspler :zna Lt. loore
led the third fligit of the second btox. (A-26C sirer:ft were used for
the 1irst time to lezd flig ts on this missicn.) The 200th missicn
merrec by en unfortunete sccident. Euroute back tc the base, the

airplzne pilcocted Uy Lt. Steed rzn short of fuel. Lt. Cteed sttempted

- -

& forcec lanuin. near Villers Ct. Georze, France. The alrplene crashead

killed instently, &nd the gunner, Sgt.

wn

intc some trees. The pliot w
Trznenins, L sericusliy injured.
Cn the nintk of the month, this s.uadron led the eptire Lroup in
an &ttt ck on the Kempen Communications Center. Thne formetion wes lea by
Capt. Stebtins snd Lt. Csllowey.
Militery insteclletions ezst of Munstereifel, Germany were ettackea
the 10th of Februsry. Capt. Hulse with Lt. Conte =znd Lt. Kupit:, led the

geccnd box of the formetion. Excellent results were cotzined by the

use of PPF technicue.

&~

No further missions were flown until the fourteentnh <f the mconth.

Durin# this period, the uir emhelon of the s uadron moved from +£af
Stetion A-50 te Stva. A-69. Thne zir ecnelon's part o the move v s
eccorylishec on tohe 1°th of the mcuth. Inciement we:sther prevented
the eirer:ft from depertin. Ste. A-55 cn Februzry l1llth as plennec.

Plens hed been thoroughly and completely mede. The erntire movement

proceeded vwith clocklike precicion.’
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Althcugh the gir echelor heu only sarrived cn the twelfth of toe
month &t the new st:zticn, the morning of the fourteenth saw aircr-. 't
of this s usdron perticipating in an =tt=ck on the Mechernich Repsir
Depot. PPF technicue was used. Recomnesissence photogrophs showed
th:t excellent results nad Leen cbtainec.

Cn the afternc n cf the same d:=y, the Rheinbaschn Ammunition Dump
ves tombed by airer: ft of this sguadron.

Czpt. Stevvent enc Lt. Celloway led Box I wnile Cept. Sommers end
Lt. Eupits lea box II in er ettock on the Unns Ordnance Dept on the
18th of the month. PPF technicue wzs enployed. 3

Once ezain, on the nineteentn, & pilot-vombardier teem of the
€69tl led & Dox c¢f s=irersft in the group formestion. This time the sec-
ond box wes lea by Lt. Col. Nupier znd Lt. Mocre. The viecbezaen Crd-
nance Depdbt wac bombes by the use of PrF.

Belruary 2ist wue snother day vhen ¢n unfortunste =cci_ent in-
cepicated more members of the scuadron. After successfully attucking
the Lzge rellroed bricge in Germeny, the airer ft piloted by Lt. KH.K,
Jobnson, wes hit Dy enti-aircrocft artililery fire. It was necesszry for
Lt. Jobnscn to feztuer the left propeller of the cirplzne snd proceed
back to the Dese cn & =inzle engine. W%hile sttemptinz to l=nd, an-
cther eirer=ft flew in front of the disebled plene. Thne pilct tried
o o around for ancther landing attempt, tut the aircr-ft swervec to

the left znd cr:shed in & wocded secticn the 670th Bombzrament Syuzip

™

rofds arez. The crashing airplene destroyed cne officer.' pillet cra
demeged twe others. Lt. Cook, of the 670th died &8 & result of injur-
ies sustzined, while Lt. Merritt and Lt. Sheley, of the szue or :niz-

etion, susteined a boroken leg and s Droxen foot respectively.




The gunner cf the airersft, Sgt. Brandt, esceped with minor in-
Juries. Lt. Jobnson was pirned ULenerth the wresks-e for sppreximately
ocne hour. Wortunately there w 8 no fire.) When he wes firaelly extri-
ceted, it was found th=t he had suffered s broken coller bore znd in-
Juries to his fece. (All the injured personnel =re well on tle ro=d
to recovery at the time of this writing.) Lt. Miller cna Lt. Conner
led the 2nd flight cf the firs: box on this mission, while Lt. Cormell
and Lt. Enmen flew in the lesd positicn of the second flizht <¢f the sec-
ond box.

The mission flown én the 2.nd of Februery wes unusuzl for -ir-
eraft cf this sqguadron. Insteasd of flying the entire mission =t medium
eltitude, the combst crews were briefea tc descend snd str:afe certa=in
tergets on the return trip. Therefore, after attackin. the Miltentery
Briages, the eirplenes descended snd str:fed the Simmern reilroad yerds,
with good results,

On the 23ra, the Golzheim communiczticns center, nesr Duren, Ger-
many wss attzcked Dy the use of PPF technigue. Lt. Col. Nepier witu
Lte. Moore end Mcouede led the first box of the form~tion, while Cept.
Stetbins together with Lts. Czllowey =nd Conner led the second .oX.

Bombing of the Virsen Communiesticns Center, also lccsted nesr
Duren, Germsny, wes accomplicshed on the ollowing duy.

The Kerpen Road Junction in Germzny wee sttecked vi:th excellent
recults on the mcrning of Febru:ry 25th. Once more the €69th fombard-
ment Syuadron hasd the misfortune of losing one of its compet crews.

Lt. Jobn J. Farlcy aﬁd bhis gumner, Sgt. Herdesty, wer: reprctec iissing

in ection. The uirersft in which they were flying w:s seen to have becen
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hit by enemy anti-eircraft fire and then to have fallen toward the

ground.

On the afternoon of the same day, the Duren area ag=in received
2 pounding. The Nouveuich Communicetion Center was tombed oy the use
of PPF. The results were unobserved becsuse of ecloud cover.

The PPF aircrzaft fziled to bomb in an attack on Mumstereifel,
Germeny, on the 2¢th February. Cloud cover made = visuel bomb-run
impossible. The Gee equipment of the lead aircrzft wzes inoper.tive.
Despite all these handicaps, the formation went on to bomd the tergs
on a vector from the fighter control ststicn, "Roselee™. Lt. Col.

- - -
—
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Napier witn Lts. Xoore znd McQuszde, led the first box of the
while Caspt. Stebbins and Lts, Calloway end G.G. Johnson led the seccna
box.

To complete the operuticnal schedule for th: month, this squad-
ron participated in attacks on the Unne Ordnance Lepdt and the Seicen
Marshzlling Yerds on the 28th. The 217th oper:tional mission of the
41¢th Bombardment Group (L) was flown on this date.

Whet follows 1s an account of the other s u-dron functiosns.

On the fifteeath of the month, 8econd Liecutenants Emile C. Mertin,
Daniel E. Smith, Roy W. Van Roge, and Jack K. Conner were promoted to
the rank of First Lieutenant. Congratulstions zre in order for &ll cf
these men. They are very deserving.

In keeping with the policy of asttschin: members of Air Force

of T a

units to Ground Force units, a numter of men from this scuzdron were
sent up to the front for periods of from seven to ten days. Capt.

Sydney A. Luris, Lt. Edward L, Killer, Lt. Jack K. Conner, =néd S/Szt.

Janes M. Peulerton spent & week on the Trnird Army front. They spent



& very interesting and informetive seveon days in various command posts
and in traveling about in the Third Army sector. Leter in the wmonth,
Lt. John E. Blomgren, Lt. George G. Johnson, and S/Sst. Leonard R.
Fleming were placed on temporary duty with the IX TAC. During the

tize that they were at the front, they slso had .emple opportunity to
learn first hand the verisus grcobtleus confrunting members of .ue sround

/

Herry L. Triver, and S/Szt. Velo A. Mzlera were placed on tempor:ry

%8
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Forces. Toward the end of the month, Lt. Donuld ¥. Sorrels,

duty with the XXIX TiC. This latter :croup haa cuite &n excitings time

t the front. In one attack lsunched Dy the unit, with which these

C\‘

men were traveling, Lt. Sorrels assisted in the cepture of a number

of German prisoners of war, includins one officer.
Not alone did this sguzdron send some of its personnel to the

front, but it heui the privileze of entertzining 1

1st Lt. Anthor, K. Wzlsh, ana Pfc Steve R. Hoforka, zll of the Inf:ntry.

They weres .ttached to the organization for the purpose of learninz some-

thing about the functioning of en ALF Egusdron. It wus & pleasure

having them with the unit. There wes an intercisnge cf iaers, which
led to a better mutual understanding of the problems confronteu oy th
Ailr And Grouna Forces.
A new program of leaves sand furloughs was initiated for =ll
ground personnel of tne squadron. Thne first men to receive the ven-
Sgt. Warren

efits of this new program were 1/Sst. Leroy T. Hancock, Sgt.

P. Knowlton, Cpl. Villiam H. Loeb, znd Cpl. George Petrone. These

men were placed on tesporary duty with the UK, Leave Center. They
were assured of = winimum stay of seven dzys in the United Kin dca,
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because the furlouzhs stirted =s of the dote of their arrival in En.-
lend. Each of these men, upon his return tc the sguadron, proisea
the 5len very highly. Every effort was nace, by the suthorities in
charge of th- program, to mske the entire re:t pericd as enjoy=lle as
possible.

In kecping with the Army's plan to offer educ tionzl orportun-
ities for &ll personnel in the Furcpeam Thestre of Operations, Lt. Dol-
phus Written wzc sent for a one week coursge =t the Cite University of
Paris. The course that he pursued tr=ined nim to train potential
instructors for the educ-tiazn program. The selection of Lt. Whitten
for this course wes a very wise one, becuase he has had wide civilian
experieuce in the field of ecucztion.

One of the most importsnt activities of the €39th Bombardment
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Squadron (L) was the move from AAF Stu., A-55 to 4AF Sta. A-
Februery 6th, Capt. Williem F. DuFeult, Lt. Leo E. Poundstone, 1st
Sgt. Bdverd J. Ayo, and & Getrcnment of 14 enlisted mer left Sts. j-F
for St=. £-89. This Adverced Bchelon procecded tc the new statiorn for
the purpose of prepering for the errivsl of the Air Apd Resr Echelors
I the scuadron. The efficiency of this group of men in ful
the assigned duties vas evidencec by the fzct tn-t the Alr Zechelon
was ~ble to start cperations frou the new bese witnin & sho*t tiie
of ite arrivel there. (No further wmenticn will be mede 2t tris time
of the Alr Fchelor's move, because th t has slresdy beern covered 1r
one of the precedins pers raphs.)
The Rezar Echelon of the orgsrizsticn, whleh comprisec the maj-

ority of th¢ perscmnel, was split into two groiups. The lsrgest of these
from t

TOL

groups treveled Ly roil
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eyuipmernt th-t could poscilbly be losded wes plzced on freisht cars.

Sorie of the faemous "40 et 8" freicht cars were e#lsc providea for ti
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8 not very greet, the tripy tock more than a day. It was

2 Le experience for most ¢f the men. Fortunztely, the wezther ves

~ o —— ~ - - ~ ¢ 4+ = P g L% -~ v -
ede = very monotoncus trip £ bit more plessent. The other zroup of

by motor trznsport. Even though the truck

Lo x
bzse more ther twelve h - ure in zav
g of e.vipment, =sueh a2s tents, te:
to insure thelir Lei: voileble
for use prior toc the zrrivel of the mejority cof the perscnnel. Tioe
entire move wee sccomplished with hizh deczree of efficleccy. Eu
eredcit 1s due to the mmmbers of the orgsnigstion who were resporsiocle
for meking the plans for this undert:king. Taey denonstrated exceztion-
el foresight end ingenuity which insured the success of the wucve.
Ais of the 28th of Februsry, this sjusdron L 58 officers snd
291 enliste¢ men seeigred. Durin: the month Cept. Earl E. Dewun znd
Czpt. David 4. iiulse left the crgenizstion for return to the Unlted
States. Euch nad cemonstreted exceptionsal 11ity a= fli bt lezder,
during his tour of duty. Ti emper:s of the suusdron repretted to
see them leave, but everyone was hcp,y TO sec toem Leve Lhe O Oortun-
ity to return f OnLCE TOre.
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ATt BUMSARINEN “GRLLY (1)

Oftiee of the Commsnding Officer 'L«t//

i T SRR SR N R
v » i, T H e f agd P
Ty - Cormignding Cederal, Army AlT Forces

April 19485 will long be remembersd as the monch when the
greatest debagle in military history took place on the-plaids
of Germeny.  The German araies Were deolsively def=eted on tue

~iak

Western, Soutiern, end Eastern Fronts. Shattvered remnanss ol
these Torces continued to fall back towsrd PAe centre of Gerd Y s
but ‘they were relentlessly pursued Of victorious Allied fATmies.
The Air Forces continued to smesh the epeny's communicelions and
his-besten ermies. ~American and Bussien Armies met An the City
of Torgau thus bisecting the crunbling Nazdl dodigin. Mate Bul<
renders of 14;;6 forocs of German troops indigaled thet Victary
in Europe for which the fres peoples of T

yvraving end hoping would scon errive. Optimiesm ran higher, in
1 - o -

the Allied Nations; then st any other time during this long and

-

costly "blood bath" known a8 World Wayr IL. The ogn Prsnelisco

Conference w&s begun im order to work but & formule-for Justing

peace through internationsl cooperation. The Conference began
gpite the world-wide mourning for our greav President Franklin

D. Roosevelt, who,Was instrumental in bringi

15 aboutb this gon- y

]

fercnices In the pages that follow, the suthor will indeavor vO

point out how Uthe 860th Bombardment Scusdron (L) “pleyed its part

STCRET




%A -;57(3E{E“7
in bringing #bout ths collapse of the Nuzl regime snd, thereby;

nelped to set the stuge fov the period of intern=tion«l pelce

end order that everyome enviazloned.

Operstionsl Missich # 260 weg flown om the Zxa of Aprile

ar ztteck was mage on the Hammeln Marshalling Yards by the use

'

of PEF technigque. Lt was necessary Lor the formation O 20 up

=

to 16,000 feet at the Initial Point 4n order to meke the bonbing
run. Cloud cover mede it impossible for photographs;Lo be taken,

sed

&

tut visuel observation through =. break ln the elouds Gisel
that good results had been obtained. Lt. Col.*Napiez; with uis

B/N Lt. Moore, led the second box of the formatlons

on the fourth of the month, the Cralleheim Barreecks; in
Germany, were attacked. figein cloud (©over required that PFI eira
oreft Be used to lead the formaticn on The pombing run. Lb:
Miller, with Lts. Conner end Moore, &nd Lt. Blomgren, with Lts.
Johneson and Morley, led the first end sacond boxes of the Torma=
tion, respeetively. The nevigetors reported that good results
should have been obtalned, becauss the indices on ths "Gee" Doxes
ocrossed st the time the Dombe ‘were reloased. ‘Ho observation of

the results was possible.

1t was not until: the eéighth of the month thet the next opera-
tion was run. On that day two miesions were flown. The first of
these missions attecked the Minchen-Bernedor! Reilroad Sidinge &nd

011 Storsme Tenks. Good wealher permitted visual bomblpg xuns tO

be made. Violent explosions were Seel, by the crews, in tie target

o blrdk
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area. Lbt. Jordeny With Lts. lulgrew and Moore, 1ed the Third

Flight of the Secona Box of the formatich.

On the afterncon of The Saue day, the Pullt up aresa of the
Town of Sondershausen wes bombed. ~Douting was GcC have been Qone
by boxes, bub Lt. Turner found it necessary to lekd bis £light in
separately. In . doing so0, bhis Flight WaS able to obtain excellenv
resulta. . McGlvern and Lt. Moore flew as Bombardier &nd Navi-
gator for him. Major Sommer's flight Deceme geparated from the
rest of the formetion, and joined B formation of the 586th Bemb-
ardment Group (M). Lt Turnerz 1ed the Second Flight of the First
Box, while Major Sommere led the Third Flight of the same BoX.

Lt. Kupits flew as Major Sommers' B/N.

tn Ordnance Depot at Amberg-Kuimersbruck was ettacked on tlhe
pinth of the sonth. Despite inclement weather, 1t was posslvie
for the formation ©O meke & visual bomblng Tun. Excellent results
wepe obtaineds Major Sommers, with Lt. Kupits, led Fligu® iyo of
Box Two, and Cept. Duffault, with Flight Officer Cerdinsale, led

the Third Box of the formation.

The Sealfeld Marshalling Yards were bombed con the afternoon
mission of the same Q&Y. Visusel bombing methods were employed,
and excellent results were ¥nown to have resulbed. Capt. Miller,
with Lt. Comner end F/0 Wrubells, Yed the entire formation in
making the ettack, L. Blomgren, &end his B/N Lt. Johnson, led

the Second Box of the Formatlon.

SECRET
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Agaln, on the tenth of April, TWO #ilssions were Tun. For
the first time, alrcralt of thlis sguedron flew ©o Czecnoglovakia.
Thic mission wag Pperfect. weather conditions were ideal, tne
nevigetion was flewless, and the pombing wes SUPETLOT. The Zger

Viaduct was atbacked BY the formatiomn,

The second misslon of the same dey wes Tlown ggaingt the
stassfurt-Leopoldshall Dil Pumps &nd Underground Storage Tanka.
Lapge sheets of fleme were Sesh immedietely after the bambs hit.
Smoke was seen to rise to an altitude of belween six and seven
thousand feetb. Excellent bombing results were gbtulned by the
f1ights led by Li. Jordan end Capt. DuFault. Lts, Mulgrew and
Moore flew with Lt. Jordan {in the lead aireralt of .the Second
Flight of the Firct Box, while Flight officer Cardinale flew with
Capt. DuFault in the number one position Of the Third Flight of

the First Box.

Excellent results were obtained in &an attack on the Bernburg
Marshelling Yards on the eleventh day of the month. ‘The Third
Filight of the Second Box wes led bY Lts. Turner and MeGivern.
Major Sommers snd Lt. EKuplts led the Second Flight of ths Secand

Box. Perfect weather permitted visual bombing gquipment to be used.

The second mission of the day also sttained excellent results.
The Zwickau-Harshalling‘Yards were bombed by the formation. Both
of the boxes were led DY Pilot-Bombardier teams of this sSQuadron.

Lt. Miller, with Lis. Conner and Vollmayer as hls Navigetor &nd

SLORET
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Bombardier, led the entire formation. The Second Box was led

by Lt. Blomgren with Lt. Johnson &8 his B/N.

The Kempton Ordnence Depot, nesar the frontier of Switzer-
land, weas the target on the Twelfth of April. LTS Kupits and
Dant served as Navigatof and Bombardier for Major SoOmLeIS.

They led the Third Flight of the decond Box of the formation.

Bed weather, on the afternoon of the same dny, forced the
formation down to &an gltitude of 7,000 feet in order to attack
the Hof Reilroad Bridge. Mgny bomb hits were seeil near the
structure, but when the smoke had cleared, it wes seen 1O have
been demeged but not destroyed. Capt. DuFault and his Bomb-
ardier-Navigator Flight Officer Cardinale, led the Second Flight

of the First Box of the formatlion.

The next operationsal mission, flown Y aireraft of this
squadron, was against the Ulm Marshelling Yards on the fifteenth.
PFF technique had to be used on the bombing run. Major Sommers,
together with Lt. Kuplts, led the gecond Flight of the Second
Box of the formation. Results of the bombing were undetermined

beceuse of the eloud oOvVer.

Two missions were flown on the following day. The bullt up
dres of Zerbst was the target for the morning mission. Major
Sheefer, who essumed cormiand of the squadrom, 85 of the seven-

teenth of April, led the entire formation. He hed Lt. Conner
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and Lt. Hand, of the 668th Bombardment Squadron (L), &s his
Navigator and Bombardier. Major Sommers, with Lts. Kupits eand
Yollmayer, led the Second Box of the formation. Excellent

results were obtained.

On the afterncon of the gixteenth, the Wittenburg Marsnal-
1ing Ya;dé were attacked with undetermined results. Cloug cover
made it impossible for all but one flight of the formation to
attack. The results of the pombing done by this one flight were
obscured. Major Sommers led one of the Pflights of the formation
with Lt. Kupits as his B/N. Cept. Murphy, our gguadron Flight

Surgeon, flew along as Observer in Major Sommers' ailrplane.

Superior bombing results were obteined by the formation
that attacked the defended town of Magdeburg. This attack was
msde on the morning of April 17¢h, Lt. Turner, with Lis. Mo~
Givern and Morley, led the Second Flight of the First Box, while
Capt. DuFault, with Flight Officer Cardinsle, led the Third

Flizht of the seame box.

For the afternoon mission of the same day, the Tribingen
Opdnance Depot was bombed. L. Jordan's B/N Lt. Mulgrew, scored
excellent results in the bombing. This Pilot-Bombardier team

led the Second Flight of the Seaond Box of the formatiol.

No mission was flown on the 18th of the month, but. on the
19th the Ulm Marshalling Yards were bombed with superior results.

Ospt. Miller, with Lts. Conner and Vollmayer, led the entlre

S ECRET
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formation, while lgjor Sommers, vith Lts. Kupits and Cardinaley

led the Second Box of the formatlon. When the asireraft turned

eway from the target, 1t was observed that all the rail lines had

been cut and the entire marshallipg yard had been rendered useless.

The twentieth of the month was enother day when two missions
were flown. An 0il Storage Depot at Deggendorf was the target for
the morning mission. Supericr results were obtained by the flignt
led by Lt. Turner, with Lis. MeGivern &nd Morley serving a&s his

Bombardier and Navigetor respectively.

A Fuel Storage Depot st Annaburg was the target for the efter-
noon mission. Superior results were ettained DY the flights led
by Lts. Jorden and Turner. Lt. Jordan led the Second Flight of
the First Box and had Lts. Mulgrew and Morley flying with him.

Lt. Turner led the Third Plight of the Firat Box and had Lt. Me-

Givern as his Bomberdier-Navigator.

One of the longest operations ever flown'hy A-26 type aireraft
was flown on the twenty-first of April. The Attnang-Pucheim Mer-
shelling Yards, in Austria, were bombed., The total distance
traveled by the aircraeft on tbis wission was 970 miles. Cloud
cover forced the formation down to 8,200 feet in order thet visual
bombing could be accomplished. High mountains in the target area
{neressed the hezards encountered by the combalt crews. Despite

all the handicaps, superior results were aghieved by the Bombardlers.
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on the return trip, the aircralt flew over & number of Germen

airfields, still ln enemy hands. One of thewm, located at Erding,
gent up some meagre 1ight flak when the lest flight of the forme=-
tion pessed overhead. Lb. Hackley's airplane Was damaged’by this

anti=ailrcreft fire, but he brought bis aireraft back sefely.

An sttempt was made to use wShoran™ equipment for the first
time on the 24th of the month. However, Jjemming by German radio
prevented the equipment from being used: The attack had to be
sbandoned, and the gireraft returned to the bese with thelr full
bomb loads. AR sirfield for Germen Jel fighters, located &b
Lendau was to have been attacked. Major Spaefer, with Lts. Hand
and Conmer, led the entire formation. The Second Box wes led by

Lts. Blomgren &nd Johnson.

Lt. Mulgrew achieved guperior results in bombing the Frei-
lassing Ordnance Depot. He flew &8 Bombardier-Navigator Tor Lt.
Jordan in the lead position of the Tpird Flight of the Seconé BoXx,

This mission was flovn on the 25th of the month.

Mission §# 283 was the last rission flown by sircral® of this
squadron for the month. The Plattling Adirfield was the terszet for
the attack. The fllgnts led by Lts. Turner and Jordsn agaln
achieved superior results. With Lt. Turner, Lts. McGivern and
Morley, led the Second Flight of the First Box, while Lb. Mulgrew
flew with Lt. Jordan in the lead of the Phird Flignt of the First

BoXs

SECRET
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In sddition to the operational missions, &n intensive fly-
ing training progrem Was condueted for sll combat crews. Well
over seven hundred hours Of treining flying was doBe, including
approximetely gixty-four hours of night flyimg. This intenslive
training, together with the combat operations, xept all personnel
extremely busy. The gombat men werse flying incessantly, and the
ground CIews had to work extremely herd snd efficiently tc Keep
the aircraft serviceable. AlSo, &8 part of tbe treining prograul,
a number of Engineering Crew Chlefs were sent to the Sehool of
Technicel Training, Greatb Sankey, Warrington, Lencashire, England,
for a period of two weoks. Master Sergeant Smith, Technical
Sergeant Seese, Taghpical Sergeant wilsman, and Staff Sergeant
Gettle were bthe men gent to take the QOuTSe of instruction that
was offered. They had the opportunity to learn a gresl deal more

about the airoraft that they werse gervicing.

Combat operatlons, treining, @od woTk wers pnot the only &c-
tivities of the unit for the monti. A number of the. .men of the
gguadron were given the opportunity TO relax and enjoy a well
earned rest. Quite a faw combat crew members were gent to the
French Riviera to the U. S. Army Racresation Centers Lts. Dunn,
Depner, Conner, and B. A. Smith, ataff Sergeants MeLain, Deather=
age, Waluers, Moskowitz, Griffin, Klingman, gillespie, and Kirik;
and Sgts. Brinkmen and Dubi were the fortunate men who were per=

mitted to spend & week on the shores of the Meditteraneal.
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669TH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (L)
416th Bombardment Group (L)
Office of the Commanding Officer

SUBJECT : Historical Data, July 1945,

-3
o

Commanding General, Army Air Forces,
The Squadron devoted most of its efforts during tne month
of July getting ready to participate in the war agalnst Japan, This
meant first, to complete the necessary flying training to meet ATC
requirements. Engines with 430 hours or more were changed, All "line"
sectlions worked feverishly to make these and other reguired modifica-
tions to the planes, Armament had %o epply corrosion preventative
to all the zuns in the planes and tape them against weather, Communica=
tions had to change the frequency of the ruiloffs to the internation-
al frequency. Extra transmitters were also instelled in the planes,
It nad been decided that our crews would fly the planes back to the
States, making these ad justments necessary.

At 1830 hours on the 12th, a formation was held at which
time all personnel present were advised that movemen® orders had
been received. Article of War 28 was read to all personnel. On the
16th, our first crews took off for Station A-74, an Air Assembly
Area at Cambral, France, Thnese crews were placed in indefinite de-
tached service. The first plane off the ground :as piloted by First
Lieutenant Leo E., Poundstone, To all of us who knew "Leo" well, it
was & great moment for him, and, as he put it, "The engine will have
to fall out of it in order to keep me on the ground. ™ Throughout the
next few days, more of our planes and crews left Station A-59 for the
trip that would eventually take them home, Some of the overage crews
were transferred into other Groups or into casual pools, but their des-
tination was the sanme, Home! When the last crews took off, the only
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comnrissioned flylng personnelto remain with the Ground Echelon was
2d Lt, Jessle Eritt and 24 Lt, Michael G, Meall, Lt Meall was a newe
comer to the Squadron, having joined us during the early part of July,

Captaln Joseph A, Haubrich, Group Personnel Officer, was trans-
ferred into the Squadron., When Major Shaeffer left with the Flight
Echelon, Captain Haubrich was named Commanding O&€ficer of the Squadron's
Ground Ecnelon, Lieutenant Burton was appointed Squadron Ad jutant.

There were other changes in personnel during the month, Lt. Luckasen,
who had come into the Squadron in June from the 558th Bomb 8q (L)

as Supply Offlcer, was transferred tc a Detachment of Patients for
medical treatmente, His place was taken by First Lieutenant Philip C,
Bunn, formerly assigned to the 98th Combat Wing. Lieutenant Dolphus
Whitten, Jr., one of the oldest members of the Squadron, having joined
1t in Lake Charles, La., was transferred into Group Headquarters as
Information and Education Officer, Before he left with the Flight Eche=-
lon, Lieutenant Claytom M. Anderson was appointed a Flight Commander
with 24 Lt. Nolan B, Dant as nis Bombardier-Navigator,

The activities of the Flight Echelon are rather vague at this
writing. However, this much 1s known of them, After having arrived at the
Alr Assembly Area, it was necessary to install belly tanks in the
planes, They were to fly the southern route across the Southern Atlantic,
The lcng overwater hops along tnls route necessitated the installation
of these tanks. A shortage of the tanks slowed their departure, About
four days before their scheduled take-off, a hailstorm struck the area,
The damage done was excessive and further delayed the departure. One of
the A~26 C's was washed out in an emergency landing made by Captain

Miller, Tnere was no injury to personnel, however, Eventaally the planes

were able to take-off, They flew to Marseille, France, and from there




to Jasabianca, Natal, and eventually the States, To our knowledge,
there were no mishaps along tne wWaye

Jetting back to ocur activities during the month of July, at
Btation A-59 3 Pre~POM sudit team inspected the records of the men in
the Squadron on the l4th, They found tne records 1in excellent Shape,

Prior to the receipt of our Warning Orders, censorshlp was resumed
on the 1llth, All personnel were restricted to the Base on the 15th,
"Shots" agaln plagued us, Most of us had to take Cholera injections,
For a periocd or about a week, ghere was little back-slapplng because
of the sore arms caused by the "shots",

The USSTAF POM tean arrived on the 16th and made a rapid inspection
of the Squadron, The most memorable part of their inspection was the
Personnel Conference dour which they conducted, They were almost
"snowed under" by tne many men who had Problems. The "Hourf stretched
into two full dayse They pronouced the unit ready ror further over-
8eas duty in anotner Theatre,

The last inspection of the month was a routine inspection made by
& Ninth Alr Force POM tean on the 21st, It was completed in time for
18 to begin Packing our equipment, for word had been received that we
were to be ready to leave Station A-59 for an Assenbly Area on the 25th,

Just before we were ready to leave Station A=59 word was received of
the transfer of two BOore men in the Squadron, Pirast Lieutenant Thadd-
aeus E, Hall, Squadron Ordnance Officer since out Lake Charles days,
was trandferred into the 387th Bomb Group, He was replaced by First
Lieutenant Jewell Gs Dyer, a veteran of the North African, Italian,
Southern Fraance, and Jermany battles, Second Lieutenant Jessie W, Britt,
Syuadron SGunnery Officer who had completed his tour of duty in the

Squadron after having spent eilzht yeare overseas in India, the Phili-
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Ppines, Korth Africe, and Italy, was $ransferred intc the 344th Bomb
Group as his first step back to the States,

In the early afterncon of the 26th, the supply train with the
Squadron's organizational =quipment and 17 enlisted men left Cormeilles
-en-Vexin for the Assembly Area, Five Rours later the troop train--
with the usual‘ho & 8 cars--pulled out of the Pontoise station with
5 officers and 163 enlisted men, They arrived at the St. Erme rasklhead
near Camp Chicago earlytin the morning of the 27th. As the troops zot
off tae train, they were greeted by Capt. Haubrich and Lt. Western
whe had preceded us there to prepare foR OUR AR=IVALe The motor convoy
left Station A-S9 esrly in the morning of the 27th after having finished
the work of policing the living site and picking up the last bit of our
equipment, They arrived just before noon of the same day at Camp Chicago.
When we arrived at Camp Chicago,we were transferred out of the Ninth
Alr Force and came directly under the control of the Theatre Commander,

Our new home, Camp Chicago in the Assembly Area Command, was located
about 15 miles from our former field, Ktation A-69 at Laon/Athies,

It was about 3 miles from Sissonne, Everyone continued to live in tents.
Cement floors, however, made them more comfortable. Winterizing, done
by German PW's, added more to their comfort. It didn't take the men

long to find that the base was well-equipped with Post Echanges, Beer
Gardens, libraries, movies, and theatres for USO Camp Shows, There was
very little work to be done the first couple of days and the men enjoyed
the lelsure moments.

Before closing this account of our actiwities for the month of July,
there are still a few loose ends to be included, Every type of aircraft
used Dy the USAAF 1n the war against Germany was placed on exhibit under
the Eiffel Tower in Paris during the latter part of July, and August,

The A-26 chosen was "Tom Swift's Flying Machine” from our Squadron,




The plpne, a veteran of over fifty successful missicons over Germany
flown py Lt, Hackley, attracted mueh attention from those who vislited
the exhlblition,

Unpfficlal word was recelved !ust before we left Station A&59
that the Group had been awarded tne Distinguished Unit Citation,
better| known as the Presidentlal Cigation, for successful operations
from 6| to 8 August 1944 during the battle of the Falaise Gap, Also
we recplved credit for participation in the Battle of the Rhineland
and the Battle of Central Germany, The Squadron, therefore, had re=-
celved| credit for participation in six campalgns against the ecemy in
Europe,

The strength of the Squadron on the last day of the month, exclud=-

ing thpse who made up the Flight Echelon, was 15 officers and 242

£

enlisted men,
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6¢9TH BOMBARDYENT SQUADRON (L)
416th Boabardment Group (L)
Office of the Comunanding Officer
SUBJECT: Historical Data, August 13945.
TO : Commanding Generzl, Army Air Forces.

Anotaher month rolled around. The first few cays of August

were fill=d with activity. Camp Chicago was to be one of our last
stops before boarding the boat that would carry us into the Pacific

waters. First, our equipment had to be processed and packed in water-
» er P

14%]

proof containers. Some of this processing was done at Camp “nicago.
Some of the eguipment had to be taken to nearby camps. The job of
waterproffing T/E snd MEE equipment beg-n at 7 o'clock one evening.
Working in four hour shifts, we succeeded in getting the Job finish-
ed by the following afternoon. With this completed, li.tle remained
for most of 'us to do other than "take life easy".

"Taking life easy" was a welcome pastime, for thne work to
be done in the Pacific would leave us little time to relax. The climax
in the war in the Pacific secmed to be near. To an outfit such as ours
scheduled for direct redeployment, the Pacific war meant 2 great deal.
Constant bombardment by Army Air Force units and Naval Air Force units
h=d brought Japan to its knees. Yet there seemed to be no thought of
surrender in the minds of the Japanese government officials. Daily
Japan's cities were being destroyed, and dally our military leaders

proaised more destructive raids.

Can you imagine the feellngs of the men when word was receiv-
ed on the 5th of August that Russia had declared war on Japan? lhe
greatest military might of the world was now gatheeed together to

break the whole of the Japanese Eumpire into a hollow core. Almost

simul taneously came another announceaent.




This time the whole world was horrified, joyous, zazhast,
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the most destructive weapon ever unlecshed upon mzankind during

the history of man. The ztomic bomb was the weapon and the city

L

of Hiroshima was the victim. One bomb was relezsed znd the city
of Hiroshima was zlmost completely destroyed =long with its
popul=zation.

Still the cnemy offer<d no word of surrender.

Agzin zn =tomic bomb wzs used. This time the city of
Nag=s-kil wass destroyed.
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On the 10th, Japzn could not fzce any further =t

She zgreed to accept the terms of surrender dravn up &t
Potsdan Conference.

Her qualification was that she wouli be permittec to retain
the Emperor as the head of the Japanese government. On the 1llth,
the Allies zgreed to zccept her surrender, agreeing to keep the
Enperor but only under strict Alliea control.

At midnizht of the 14th, Japan radioed her zacceptance. The
world wss, at last, at peace. Of course, distznt outposts
continued to fight on. The Allies set dates for the surrencder of
these cutposts. General MacArthur, Supreme Commznder in the

Pacific, set the date of the finzl surrender zs £ September.

1

The =nd of the war me 'nt a2 chznge in our status. Although

we were still schedulec for recleployament to the Pacific, we were

now to rcturn toc the States first.




Life continued on =t Camp Chicz=go in the ususzl guiet manner.
Leaves znd furloughs to England, the Rivierz, Switzerland, z=nd

On the £8th, the Port Commaznder at & rseille ecz=lled for
our Speci:zl Purpose vehicles. A convoy left on the £9th with
four refuel units, one decontamin=tion unit, and six traileas to
be turned in =t M¥-rseille. This left the Sguzdron with only two
Cletrac units remaining. We were zlmost ready for shipment.

B Ad

There were very few changes in perconnel auring the month.

Two new flying officers joined the Squzdron froa other Sgu2arons-

Second Lieutenants Bruce C. Morris and Raymond R. Knotts. On the 18th,
Lt. Mor-is was transferred to the 70th Reinforcement Depot. The strength
of the Ground Echelon at the end of August was 14 officers and 24¢
enlisted men.

No word of the Flight Echelon was recelved during the montn

except an occasional word that the crews had started their journey

to the States.

The official orders granting the Squadron and the Group the

Distinguished Unit Badge were received on the 4th, embodied in

Section I, General Orders 144, Hg . Ninth A ir Force.




669TH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON EL)
415th Bombardment Group (L
Office of the Commanding Officer

SUBJECT: Historical Data, September 1945.
T0 ¢ Comnanding General, Aramy Air Forces.

The first day of September was our readiness date. The
Sqg uadron's equipment and records were completely processed so that
we would be ready to leave Camp Chicago by the 5th.

On the 3rd, the Sq uadron was notified that our departure
‘date had been set back to the 10th. The Sq uadron was readiy to move

on the 10th, but orders were not recelved until the 1l2th to move.

We left in a train convoy with the other unkts in the
Group on the 15th for the Camp Calas Staging Area, about 12 miles
from Marsellle. We arrived at our new base on the 17th.

On the 18th, Captain Stewart received our Warning Orders.
Ordinarily only 5 days would elapse between the receipt of these
orders and the date of our shipment. As is usuzlly the case,
there was a delsay.

The A lert Orders were recieved on the 26th. After another
delay we left Camp Calas for the Port of Marseille on the morning
of the 30th. Immediately mpon arriving at the Port, we began board-
ing the boat that was to take us home.

The Marine Panther was & C-4 type troop transport oper-
atéd by the War Shipping Administration a2nd manned by the US Mer-
chant Marine. The boat pulled away from the dock at 13205 hours
on the 30th amid cheers from the home-going troops.

To review some of the other events of September, on the

7tn Captain Haubrich received orders trensferring him to Germany

as part of the Aray of Occupation.
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With the departure of Ceptain Haubrich; Captain Charles H.
Stewart, who has been Squadron Engine ring Officer since the
activation of the Squadron, assumed command of the Squadron.

Also in the early part of September the Squadron was changed
from & Category II unit to & Category IV ainit. This meant that we
would return to the States for immediate deactivation.

The usual organizational activities continued throughout
the month. We engaged in no cperational missions during the month

and received no battle credit. Qur strength on the last day of

September was 15 officers and 244 enlisted men.
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669TH BOMBARDUENT SQUADRON 8,)
413th Bombardment Group (
Office of the Commanding Officer

SUBJECT: Historical Data, October 1945.
TO ¢ Commanding General, Army Air Forces.

The month of October began for us on the high seas pass
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along the Spanish coastline. In the distance we could catch glimp:
of the rugzzed Spanimh terrain. Early in the morning of the Znd we
passed through the Steait of Gibralter--but too early to see much
ofher than the outline of the Rock and the lights of Tangiers in the
distance.

The wezther was unusuzlly good and tne water was calm. Sev-
eral days of rolling sez caused some caees of seasickness. On the
whole, however, the trip was comfortable and plezsant. In contrast to
the food served to the erlisted men coming overseas in January 1944,

Judging from their comments. The boat

their "chow"™ was very good-
was very crowded, but the destinetion, "Home"™, mere than made up for
the discomfort.

The only casuzlty of the trip was the Squadron's mascot,
"Duke", & thorobred German police dog. Duke joined the Squadron in
England, flew across the Channel with us to France, and followed us

on all of our subsegueht moves elther in a vehicle or in a bagge car

\]
m
m

to the Port of Marseille. There he came to the parting of the ways.
The Ship's Commander refused to allow pets on board ship so that
Duke hed to be left behind. He was presented to the MP Company

stetioned at the Port who promised to take good care of him.

N

On the morning of the 10th, we came up on deck early to

get our first look at Ameficen soil in a long while--the Boston
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shoreline.

As we steamed into tre Boston harbor, ve were greeted by an Aray
band, whistles frcm other boats anchored in the barbor, znd the
waves from people working in the port srea. It was & happy day for
all of us.

After disemberking, we entrained for Camp Myles Stanuish, about
25 miles outside Boston. We arrived there in mid-afternmon. After
attending & lecture at which time we learned of what was soon to
happen to us, we were billeted. There was little for most of us to
do othe than wait for our orders sending us to Separation Centers or
Reception Centers. There was plenty of work for the Perscnnel
Sergeant, Staff Sergeant Morris, and the Fir:t Sergeant, Sergeant
Clements. They worked almost through the night to complete the records
and other rosters prior to deactivatlion.

In the morning of the 1llth, Captain Stewart accomplished the
final duties of the Squadron and deactivation was completed with a
fev minor exception by early afternoon. The pessonnel were split
up according to their Separation or Reception Centers at this time,
and were detached from the now-deactivated 669th Bombardment Squadron
(L). Captain S tewart znd First Sergeant Clements remained as Cadre
to complete other necessary detalls. The strength of the Squadron
as of the 11th, cr a=te of deactivation was 15 offivers and 244
enlistecf men.

Thus ends the history of the €€9th Bomb Sq (L), & product of the

Second World War.
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