


/ -ﬁ)‘; Mj Ju ¥ o 2 WAR DEPARTMENT
WL P L UARTERS OF THE ARMY AIR FO
WASHINGTON

Ak

MIMORANDIM FOR BEPUTY CHIGP OF THE AIR STAFF (

N
3

Subject Introdncuau of A~26 Aireraft to the

1. Status of the project to dispateh eightesn (18) m ‘0
Mhd lhgdun for service test is outlined below; Ruso Py

( ‘ . @ Assistant Chief of Air Staff, Materiel, Maintenance :
bution, has been requested to have ready for departure by 1 An?;un ‘

- _eighteen (18) A-26's. The Ninth Air Force has stated its’ desire to lwn ?ﬁl

A—Bs'n in the proportion of one-third (1/3) bombardiér noses and tw—thirﬂl "f'

gun noses. The exact date when bombardier noses will be available

h ‘uncertain, but this proportion is to be met as closely u.'pouibll. .

. be Assistant Chief of 4dr Staff, Training has hup roqwumf to
have ready for departure by 1 August 1944 eighteen (18) treimed crews, xf»»

- possible without lessening potential training efficiens Z ﬂh‘bl are to be
selected from instructor pilots who already have some

aircraft. Binco training time is limited, this sction is duin:blo. Fnrl:hnr; : :
such personnel should be valuable in the conversion program in theaters 4
After gaining combat experience, their caliber should be aul'ﬂciantly ﬁs‘h

- to persit their being used as flizht leaders or aquadnn mn iy o,
orews following them. §R B SR

Ge Colonel John R. Kelly, formerly A-3 of tihre DOlat Alw A‘I.r l'oru
Aly Base Unit (Taotical Wing) is project officer for this mvmt. He = ‘
will monitor the project and go with the airplanes omnu. ] e

2+ The target date for this project was set at 1 Lugm 19“, bouuu
of tho ﬁolhnng important considerations.

8. Assistant Chief of Air Staff, Materiel, nlinw and m-ms»!-‘:
bution camnot guarantee delivery prior to that date of airplanes having 8
the re-worked pilot's canopy. Of the airplana's unsatis? factory features
- Which have come to light here, one of the most vital is the restricted
vision from the cockpit. The Proving Ground Commsnd's repert on the 1-3& 5
P took cognizance of this and stated "the wide frames of the cockpit ltr'nm. :
S interfers with the pilot's vislon to & considerable extent". Formation ¢
flying, st best, is diffioult with the 4-26, due %o inherent ﬁ-utua-
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1muuan- u.d, ll.not 't:hs drpxmn mﬂiﬁl
combat test, all possidle impro h :

The removal 6f the wide eanopy frenss, which
- worked mopy. -;m 'bQ et prmmm -n‘}.nt

«

g AT R gy Widug the first -wsa-s ﬂ’)-‘
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and thersfore, &
R 3 arrivel in the theater,.
EX the B-26 coubat orews in ﬂn
o projtﬁt hmnd the time “ oan "‘ 2o

g STt ¢ R mmm ‘ot ﬂn 3"“- w
TRt qrmﬁ u 'bo be .mlilm ”‘ ‘!‘-Ilt

' computers, hydrsuli ‘wys

" along with four (4) A-ae‘-#cﬂ&

until ‘frouhd crew goaveralen is.
th m mbﬁh o
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