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17 August 1945

MEMO TO: Lt. Colonel W A. Davis
Chief, Bombardment Branch

SUBJECT ¢ Report of Trip to Southwest Pacific Theatre in
Connection with Instroduction of A-26B Airplanes
in FEAF

1 Pursuant to Letter Orders AS5-2L-57  the writer Proceeded to the
Southwest Pacific Area to contact the 3rd Bombardment Group (L), Sth Romber
Command, to which twenty-five (25) A-26g alrplanes had been essigned for
tacticel and operetional suitability tests. The writer was Accompanied by
Mr. G L. Farquhar, Douglae Project Engineer on A-26 airplanes, and Mr.

W 4. Morrisey, Douglas: Test Pilet, Experimental Flight Test Division.

2. I arrived in Manila, Luzon, on 3% July 45. and proceeded to
Hge 5Sth Air Force, Clark Field. Upon presenting orders and stating
purpose of mission, I was agsigned on temporary duty to Sth Bomber Command,
and then reassigned to Jrd Bombardment Group with headquarters at San Jose,
Mindoro.

D Nineteen (19) of the twenty-five airplenes had been delivered when
I arrived at San Jose and & number of pilots had been checked. No miseions
had been run, only test hops and familiarization flights: therefore. the
date of my arrival was well timed. "Colonel John Kelly, who was sent from
this Command on temporary duty as operations liaison officer, had arrived
about 10 days earlier, and he was instrumental in checking out pllote and
in familiarizing personnsl with the operation of the airplanes and equip-
ment.

b, Combat Orerations.

2. During the first 10 days of my stay five missions consieting
" of about 40 gorties were run against targets on Formogs. A
detailed report covering these oyerevione is contained in a
general report on the tsctical and operational sultabllity
of the airplane Prepared by the *rd Bcmbardment Group.
Excellent results were cbteined cn the targets atiecked,
which consieted of rallroad yards, warehouses and light
shirping. The only damage suetained on all mlssions was
one bullet hole in a ving leading edge apparently from a
ricochet, and one other bullet Lole in a wing penel from
small arms fire. Some flak waes encountered, but it was
scattered and Inaccurete. No alr interception was encountered.
All pllote expressed themselves as highly pleased over the
destructive pawer of the fourteen forward firing .50 caliber
guns. It was stated that the swathk of destruction cut by these
guns wes amazing.
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Sweeps over tre target were made at sbout 200 m.p.h. at
ebout 100 ft. altitude using about 2LOQ r.p.m. and 38"

m.r. One ebortive pass resulted on one ulsefion through mal-
function of & switch in the bomb clrcult due to moisture,
but bombs were relessed on 2 gecond pass,
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Flights to the target were made at 1900 r.p.m. using suffi-
clent manifold préssure, about 35" to attain 205 m.p.h.

IAS. Return from target was mede at about 1500 r.b.k. at same
sirspeed. These power eetlings gave en averesge fuel COnsump -
tion of sbout 2.C miles rer gailon,
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Bomb loads were 2000 ibs. conelsting of either eix 500 1.

or iwelve 250 1b. genersal purpcse democlition boumbs. Four
double clusters are cerried in thre latter case to give twelve
torbs on elght stations. Perechutes from the 23 1b. para-
freg btombs are Installed on tre demolition bombs, two on the
250 1b. and four on the 500 1v. to slow the bombe down and
prevent ricochet when relessed from e low altitude. The
parachute cens are neeted in betweesn the fins of the bombs by
means of adapters plate attached to the fin mounting flange.
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The greoss weight of the airplanes et take-off with 1050 gallone
of fuel, 3000 1bs. bomb loed and full complement of ammunition
wee about 26,200 lbs., Take-off cheracteristics were entirely
satisfactory at this welght on a2 steel metting alretrip of
about 6000 ft. length.
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No missions were run using the exterrel wing tanks, but test
flights mede with these tarike Indiceted satisfactery cperation.
The Group was well setisfied with the external fuel tank
installation.

g- Weter Injection was not used st an tlwe beceuse the Group wes
not particularly interested in it, and d1é not feel the need
of it for take-off or for opéretllion over the target. However,

they intend to try it cut snd develop en cperating technique
for veing 1t.

5 Operations were curtaiied on ebout 19 July L5 due to the fact that
the Group wae moving tc Okinawa. Since this move would reguire sbout two to
thre¢ weeke before operations could be resumed and since the eirplanes were
accepted ernthusiastically, there appeered to be no further need for me to
remein in the Theatre. 11 therefore proceeded tc return to Wright Fleld on
W& July LS.

g 1y

7 2 ,'f 77 K\'[f’“ ] ) |

égzi Al r o

A COTRIRD e i e
':]I}I(:E[JIQLESES | TSBPRZBT.




	A-26CaseHistory_332_Doc116-00_p104
	A-26CaseHistory_332_Doc116-01_p657
	A-26CaseHistory_333_Doc116-02_p659

