
 
 
 

 

 

March 20, 2021 

To the 416th Family, 

    Steve Roy, Ross Stewart, and Vernon Williams have put together a plan to visit England in 
May 2022 that will center on the Wethersfield Museum at the old 416th airbase and other places 
where the air war unfolded during WWII in East Anglia.   

     The tour will include six days in England and two travel days—eight days in all.  To 
eliminate a tour company and extra expenses, everyone on the tour will pay as you go for their 
own airfare, train, meals, and hotel.  The group will share the cost of a van that Vernon will rent 
in Braintree and drive for the group.  We will split the cost of the van and gas so we can make 
the trip as inexpensive as possible with no middle man expenses.  Having the van will make our 
visit more flexible, able to go anywhere at anytime, especially locally.   

     As you can see on the Day 3 plan, we will be on hand at the Cambridge American Cemetery 
for the Memorial Day ceremony and wreath laying observance.  This will be a special day for all 
of us. 

     The daily sheets that follow include a plan for each day of the tour, including the travel days.  
As we make the tour’s final arrangements, adjustments and changes will be made to the final 
itinerary packet that will be issued to each family who signs up for the tour.  Please look over the 
individual day plans for the tour and consider if you will join us on this extraordinary odyssey.   

 

Steve Roy 

Ross Stewart 

Vernon Williams 

 



 
 
 

Day 1 
HIGHLIGHTS 
 Arrange your air travel so 

that you will arrive at 
Heathrow on Wednesday 
morning, May 25th. 

 When you arrive at 
Heathrow, catch the train to 
Braintree.  Your tour packet 
will have detailed 
instructions for your arrival 
activities and how to get 
the train to Braintree.  

 The van will meet you at 
the Braintree Train Station 

 Check in Holiday Inn 
Express 

 Meet and Greet Reception 
at hotel 4-5 pm 

 Dinner on your own 6-8 pm 
 Van will be available for 

transportation for dinner 
 Early night to say goodbye 

to jet lag 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Braintree Station 
View eastward, towards Witham. 

    Braintree was an important part of life for the men who 
were stationed in the 416th Bomb Group at Wethersfield 
during World War II.  Just over 8 miles from Wethersfield, 
Braintree served as a destination for men on pass and 
offered many things to do and see not far from the air base.  
Today, Braintree is a growing, bustling city where visitors can 
see much of the World War II footprint still there. 

          American Army War Memorial, Braintree, Essex 

White Courts is now a residential housing estate of some 550 plus 
homes located to the south of Braintree town in Essex, England. It 
was formerly the American 8th Army Air Force military hospital, 
built in the grounds of "White Court" which previously had a large 
detached house standing in its own grounds on London Road, 
originally known as "Oaklands". 



 
 
 

Day 2 
HIGHLIGHTS 
 After breakfast, meet van in 

front of hotel for trip to the 
Museum at Wethersfield 
base.  8:30 am 

 Museum visit with Ross 
Stewart presentation about 
the Museum and current 
operations and prospects 
for the future.  Some of the 
museum volunteers will be 
on hand.   

 Lunch at local pub   
11:30 am 

 On and off van tour of the 
WWII buildings on the base 
with drive down the 
runway. It may be possible 
to visit ruins of communal 
site on nearby farmer’s 
land. 

 Back to hotel for rest stop 
and early dinner.  3:30-6:30 
pm 

 Dinner on your own  
 Depart for Wethersfield 

base. 6:30 pm 
 Host Wethersfield History 

Group and Premiere of In 
Harms Way film. 7 pm 

 Back to hotel, 9:30 pm 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
     

 

 

 

 

The 416th Bomb Group was stationed first at Wethersfield 
during World War II.  Today’s activities will focus on 
Wethersfield and the memories associated with it.  A tour of 
the Museum and site visits to WWII buildings and 
infrastructures will be on the agenda for today.  After a brief 
rest stop and dinner at the hotel, it is back to Wethersfield 
base for an evening of honoring local citizens who 
participated in the oral history program with Dr. Williams’ 
group in 2016 and the premiere of a new, full length 
documentary film about the 416th and its history during World 
War II.   



 
 
 

Day 3 
HIGHLIGHTS 
 Breakfast at hotel 
 We will spend the day on 

the road visiting a few 
nearby American bomber 
bases where British 
communities have kept the 
Yanks’ history alive.   

 Lunch at a local pub. 
 Continue on our American 

bomber base tour 
 Arrive at Braintree hotel 

and dinner on your own 
 Conversation time in hotel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

British communities keeping alive the history 
of the Yanks of World War II. 



 
 
 

Day 4 
HIGHLIGHTS 
 Breakfast in the hotel with 

a departure for the Duxford 
Air Museum at 9 am from 
the hotel parking area. 
Duxford opens at 10 am.   

 Lunch on the grounds at 
Duxford.  There are three 
cafes and restaurants to 
choose from.   

 At 5 pm back to Braintree 
for dinner and some good 
fellowship with the staff of 
the 416th Museum.  We will 
host them for the evening 
at a local restaurant.    

 The van will be available 
after dinner to take you 
back to the hotel. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IWM Duxford 

    Walk through the same hangars and buildings as those who 
served at RAF Duxford. See aircraft take to the skies from the 
airfield that Spitfires first flew. And get up close to over a 
century of aviation with hundreds of aircraft and objects on 
display.  
 

Opening Times 
10am to 4pm, with AirSpace open until 5pm.    



 
 
 

Day 5 
HIGHLIGHTS 
 Breakfast at hotel. 
 Depart 9 am by van from 

hotel for Ridgewell 
Museum.   

 Tour the museum with 
welcome from museum 
staff.  

 Van tour of Ridgewell with 
lunch at the King’s Head 
Pub. 

 Van tour of villages around 
Wethersfield with stops 
along the way.  Ross will 
provide commentary on 
points of interest that 
connects to 416th times. 

 Dinner in Braintree 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

Hollywood actors Lawrence Olivier 
and Vivien Leigh visit Ridgewell in 
1944. 

 

The Ridgewell airdrome was not far 
from Wethersfield and the 416th often 
found themselves at Ridgewell for a 
USO show or other activity in the 
village. 



 
 
 

Day 6 
HIGHLIGHTS 
 Breakfast at hotel.   
 Van departs for Cambridge 

American Military 
Cemetery.  8:45 am   

 We will arrive early enough 
to tour the visitor’s center 
and walk among the 
graves.  

 Be sure to view the Wall of 
the Missing. 

 You will find 416th men all 
around. 

 Ceremony begins at 11 
am.   

 Lunch at a pub in 
Cambridge. 

 Tour Cambridge and some 
of the sights where 416th 
men went on pass during 
the war.  Not much has 
changed.   

 On the way back to the 
hotel, we will stop for 
coffee at the Wethersfield 
Museum and have some 
time for conversation and 
relaxing, then back to the 
hotel. 

 Dinner on your own. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cambridge American Military Cemetery 
 

Senior Airman Rebecca A. Baucum (left) passes a wreath to 
Her Majesty’s Lord Lieutenant of Cambridgeshire James 
Crowden during the Madingley Memorial Day Commemorative 
Service at the Cambridge American Military Cemetery, Coton, 
Cambridge, England.     



 
 
 

Day 7 
HIGHLIGHTS 
 Breakfast at hotel and 

checkout.  Load our 
luggage onto the van. 

 Van departs hotel at 9 am 
for the Braintree Museum 
and explore various WWII 
sites in Braintree. 

 Lunch at George Pub in 
Shalford. 

 After lunch, tour Shalford 
and view a screening of the 
documentary film Dry 
Gulcher Down:  A B-17’s 
Fiery End Over Shalford 
Village. 

 Late afternoon we arrive at 
the Braintree Train Station 
to take our train to London. 

 Arrive at the Sheraton 
Hotel near Heathrow and 
check in. 

 Dinner together and turn in. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The crew of the Dry Gulcher lost over Shalford Village on August 4, 
1944.  Only the tail gunner was killed (standing, 4th from left—
Harold Norris).  All the others parachuted safely into Shalford 
Village.   

 

 



 
 
 

Day 8 
HIGHLIGHTS 
 Breakfast at the hotel or at 

Heathrow, depending on 
flight time.   

 Catch hotel shuttle or Uber  
to Heathrow.    

 Farewell to Mother 
England.  See you at the 
416th Reunion next fall.   

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 
 
 
 

Frequently Asked Questions 
Updated as of: 19 March 2021 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Q: When are the tour dates? 
A: The tour will include six days in England and two travel days—eight days in all—May 25 
through June 1, 2022. 

 
Q: Where can I find the tour plan online? 
A: http://www.416th.com/Friends/2022_416thBG_EnglandTour.pdf 
 
Q: What is the deadline to notify Steve Roy that you are going? 
A: December 1, 2021 

 
Q: How is the cost calculated to make this tour affordable? 
A: To eliminate a tour company and extra expenses, everyone on the tour will pay as you go for 
their own airfare, train, meals, and hotel. We are tentatively planning on staying at the Holiday 
Inn Express in Braintree. The group will share the cost of a van and gas that Vernon will rent in 
Braintree and drive for the group. This will make the trip as inexpensive as possible with no 
middle man expenses. Having the van will make our visit more flexible, able to go anywhere at 
anytime, especially locally. 

 
Q: What is the estimate on expected costs that I will incur as I pay as I go on the tour? 
A: Estimates are based on past history of travel to England so there may be some fluctuation in 
costs for May 2022.  These estimates may be helpful for your planning: 

 
• Holiday Inn Express in Braintree—about $100 per night/senior rate 
• Food and Beverage (lunch and dinner) about $75 per person per day 
• Shared rental of a 9 passenger van and fuel—about $90 per person 
• Miscellaneous costs such as train tickets to and from Braintree and London, entrance 

fees to museums, coffee breaks, etc.—about $200 per person 
• Airfare will vary greatly by departure city and carrier—you can go online and get a firm 

idea of cost from your departure point 
• The Sheraton Skyline Hotel at Heathrow the night (May 31) before departure to the U.S. 

is about $150. 

http://www.416th.com/Friends/2022_416thBG_EnglandTour.pdf


Q: What if I have questions or need more information? 
A: Contact Steve Roy at telephone 425.344.3926 or email at stevenroy1@comcast.net 

 

Q: When do I need to arrive at Heathrow to meet up with the tour group? 
A: Saturday morning, May 25th before noon. Most flights from the U.S. arrive in the early 
morning hours, giving you time to eat breakfast at Heathrow before the tour group will depart 
for the train station. See the tour plan for details regarding May 25th activities. 
A: For those departing from the West Coast, your arrival at Heathrow will probably be later 
than noon on May 25th. Please contact Steve Roy for advice and instructions on either arriving 
later in the day and catching your train to Braintree on your own or arriving at Heathrow a day 
earlier and staying in a hotel for an extra night. Either way, we will have detailed instructions 
for getting to Braintree for those who cannot meet the tour during the morning hours of May 
25th. 
A: Check with your airline or booking company to see what your options are for arrival times at 
Heathrow. Most Midwestern or Eastern departure cities will have no problem getting a flight to 
Heathrow that arrives during the morning hours of May 25th. 

 

Q: Can I arrive early or stay later than the tour dates? 
A: Yes, you can arrive early and do some touring of London or stay over after the tour for some 
additional touring on your own. Just book your flights accordingly. The tour plan gives you a 
clear schedule of the tour so you can plan any extra touring and/or travel that you may wish to 
do. 

 
Q: Where can I learn more about the 416th Bomb Group as I prepare myself for going on the As 
Time Goes By Tour? 
A: Spend some time on the 416th Bomb Group website and two Facebook pages—one in the U.S. 
and one in England at Wethersfield. Here are the links for all three: 

 
• 416th BG Website: http://www.416th.com/ 
• 416th Bomb Group Archive Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/416th/ 
• Wethersfield Airfield Museum Facebook Page: 

https://www.facebook.com/wethersfieldairfieldmuseum/ 

mailto:stevenroy1@comcast.net
http://www.416th.com/
https://www.facebook.com/416th/
https://www.facebook.com/wethersfieldairfieldmuseum/
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