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(Brief narrative of accident. Indude statement of £ cemdations for action to prevent repeet o

The flight of three A-20's took off at approximately 1650 for a routine
training flight. Pilot Gerould in A-20C, AF #42-33144 took off as normal procedure
on gasoline tanks #3 and 4, each comtaining 126 gallons of gasoline. After being
out on the mission for approximately 20 Minutes, pllot Gerould awitched to gasoline
tanks #1 and 2, as a normal instructed procedure, After flying formation for ap-
proximately 45 Minutes, or at 1735, the formation leader, 2nd Lt. Creston L. Drugan,
Jr., opened the formation, which was a right echelon, this being routine procedure
— for pilots to check gasoline and instruments, At 1745 the flight leader gave the
signal for resuming formation and carried this over the field at 2500 Ft., About
this time, Pilot Gerould noticed his airplane "yawing" from right to left, so he
pulled up and away to the left of the formation, At this time he also noticed that
his left fuel pressure had dropped. He worked the wobble pump, but this doing no
good, he turned on the engine cross-feed, but then noticed the right fuel pressure
going down, also, and both engines alternately cutting om and off, and finally stop-
ping altogether, He attempted to get back to the flying field for a farced landing,
and s0 notified the Contral Tower at the flying field, but didn't have sufficient
altitude, s0 he notified the tower he was making a forced landing. He cut both
switches, leaving all the other engine controls as they were, and landed wheels up
in a rice field 5 Miles dus East of the Flying Field, wrecking the airplane and both
engines, shedding the left engine entirely,

CONCLUSICN s
1. Inexperience of Pilot.
2, Pilot Error,
. 3+ lack of Proper Instruction.

nmmﬁm:
- 1. e intensive instruction in eockpit procedures,

2, Mechanios course for pilots, i.,e,, engines, landing gear mechanisms, etec.,
particularly regarding indications of various types of engine failure,

Major, Alr Corps
Member., Acc. Committee

. - = b Capt., Air Corps ,
(< 'r); §x- b‘hr’ ‘cco Cdmo
'-f} >

Président, Acc. Committee
>

-

June 15, 1943 . .
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INGPECJION GF AUKILIARY EQUIPMENT

3 P NT 5 ¥ MBOL NS TED BY STATION - -
E— W West - Lake Charres////-
« W West Lake Charles( .

cxeananion, Left. fuel presq; gauge”
fluctuating, Heater diseonnected
T.0e 01-1-83 N.C.¥. cutside

cover missing No, 1 fuel tank,

o H  Hammond Lake Charles

EXCEPTIONAL RELEASE

WHEN Tt STATUS TODAY IS INDICATED MY A BRED Sy aiu
' APt AY = — - Alels Al EXCEFPTIONAL RELEASE HAS NOT EEEN RANTED
| HBY AN AUTHORIZED ENGINEERIN OF F ER THE PILOT OF it
VIGATION At <A T Witk il THIS RELEASE BEFORE FLILMT
: . .
= o RELEASLED FOR b s.' hian 3 wOD' Ll.rk
Fil

ALY G W, Gerould G.W, Geroulc

REMARKS

PILOTS AND MECHANICS « SEg INSTRUCTIONS INSIDE FRONT COVER

#1 0.K. Stuart I, Hixon, 2nd Lt., 671st o
#2 0,K. Gordon W, Gerould 2nd Lt, 67lst
#3 O0.K. W.D. Clark, 2nd Lt 67lst

- #4 Gordon W. Gerould 2nd Lt, 671st

Engines cut out, Crashed.

Right prop control cable slipping on pulley in =

right nacelle, - Runya n
Right prop control cable adjusted

lst Klight sepviced by Runyan
2nd ¥light serviced by L.C, willer

- Pilot error

- biller if
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STATE (F LOTISIANA )
: S8
PARISH OF CALCASIEU )

ARRIRAYILI

Before me, the undersigned autharity for administaring oaths in cases
of this character, did personally appear this date, June 12, 1943, one 2nd
Lt. Gordon W, Gerould, AC, ASN 0-799379, who being by me first duly swarn
according to law, deposes and says:

A three-ship farmation tock off at 1650 CAT far a routins training
ﬂight. The lead Ship was flown b’ 2od It. C. F. Drugan’ and the second
ship was flomn by 2nd Lt, E. F. Mllard , :

About twenty minutes out, I changed from Numbers 3 and 4 tanks, which
I took off on, to Numbers 1 and 2 tanks. At approximately 1310 CWT we were
Northwest of the field, maneuvering into position for peel-off far a land-
ing. I had just changed into Number 3 position of a right echelon when my
plane started swerving, so I got up and away from the other ships.

The left fuel pressure had dropped, so I hit the wobble pump, and when
that didn't work I put my engine cross-feed on, By this time I was approxi-
mately 10 miles East of the field, and my fuel pressure was also dropping
with both engines alternately cutting on and off. ‘I had an idea that I might
be able to make the field, so therefare, 1 called foar an emergency landing.
It didn't take long to realize that one would bo impossible at the landing
field. The plane crashed about 5 Miles East of the field.

This accident and complate demolition could have been prevented by a
mmber of things:
Fe 1. Constant check on fuel sonsumption.
2. By the indication of both engines ecutting out, which should have
t0ld me that my gas supply was low,

Purther Deponent sayeth not,

Gbsatons 2 LaroctL

GORDON W. GEROULD
2nd Lt., ACs
ASN 0-799379

Sworn and subscribed to before me this 12th day of June, 1943, at Army Air
Pleld, Lake Charles, la. Q ; /‘-/ 7 ‘:J,:

Iris E. Carter
Notary Publie

My commission expires with life.



STATE OF LOUISIANA )
: SS
PARISH OF CALCASIEU )

AEEIRAYII

Before me, the undersigned authority for administering caths in cases
of this character, did personally appear this date, June 12, 193, one 2nd
Lt. Creston L, Drugan, Jr., AC, ASN 0-736156, who being by me first duly
sworn according to law, deposes and says:

On June 11, 1943 at 1650 I took off from Leke Charles Field, leading a
three-ship farmation, This mission was a routine training flight involving
airplanes No. 42-33144, piloted by °nd Lt. Gordon W. Gerould, on my left wing,
No. 41-2992, piloted by 2nd Lt. Ellis P, Millard on my right wing, and I in
the lead ship No, AL-849. As the mission was scheduled for one and ome-half
(1 1/2) hours duration I gave a signal for spread out after forty-five (45)
minutes of flight at 1735, this being routine procedure for pilots to check
gas and instruments,

At 1745 I gave the signal for resuming formation, This formation was
carried through at 2500 Ft. over the field. We were then in echelon forma-
tion to the right.

After T had called Lake Charles tower for landing instructions I locked
back to my right and %hip No. 144 in #3 position, piloted by Lt. Gordon W.
Gerould, was flying approximately one hundred (100) Ft. above and to the
right of the formation. As I noticed both his props turning over, I, for the
moment, did not know he was in trouble. It was then time for the peel-off
to the left. I gave the signal and this was carried out, but ship No. 144
had cut in behind and was already making a pattern to the left. By this
time he was ahead of me in the pattern and was losing altitude fast. I then
realized he was in trouble. I immediately tried to contact the tower, but
they were engaged in conversation with ship No, 992, When I finally got
contact with the tower I informed them, of the location of ship No, 1i4.

Lt. Gerould's ship made a wheels-up landing approximately four (4)
miles East North East of Lake Charles Field at 1820,

.
5
7, /) bk
/ : {/’»J“.‘%x/ 4 / o “'4"

CRESTON L. DRUGAN, JR.,
2nd Lt., A. Ce
ASN 0-736156

Sworn and subscribed to before me this 12th day of June, 1943, at
‘m Air Pio]d, Lake Gh&rlOB, la.

- O
E. Carte
Notary Publie

My commission expires with 1ife,



STATE OF LOUISIANA )
s SS
PARISE OF CALCASIEU )

AXXIRAYIZ

Before me, the undersigned aitority for administering caths in cases
of this character, did personally appear this date, June 12, 1943, one 2nd
Lt, Ellis F, ¥illard, AC, ASN 0=-779431, who being by me first duly sworn
accarding to law, deposes and sayss .

> I waa flying in Number 2 position. We were in an echelon to the right,
at about 2500 Ft., and were preparing to make our peel-off to come in and
land. Lt. Drugan gave me the three-second signal to peel-off, and I relayed
the signal to Lt. Gerould. When I looked around to see if he was getting
the signal he wasn't there.

I didn't see him until I was on my domwind leg, and I saw a pla‘ge fly-
ing very close to the groumd in a Westerly direction., I noticed that it was
a yellow-nosed ship, and then I knew it was Lt. Gerould.

I saw him make a wheols-up landing. I called the tower and told the-"N
to-send the crash truck out, and I circled for about ten minutes, then came

in for a landing.

ELLIS P, WILLARD
20d Lt., A.C,
Z ASY 0-799431

Purther Deponent sayeth not.

Sworn and subscribed to before me this 12th day of June, 1943, at Army Alr
Field, Lake Charles, La.

P,)K)Ll_;/( ":td\_ t“‘:" s;“ .
Iris E, Carter
Notary Publis

My commission expires with life.
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HEADQUARTERS AIR BASE AREA COMMAND ’ JDli/rpn
LAKE CHARLES ARMY AIR FIELD
Office of the Area Commander

Lake Charles, la,
360,33 June 19, 1943 °

SUSBJECTs Alrcraf't Accident

0 Commanding General, Army Air Forces, Washington, D. C,
Transmitted herewith report of Aircraft Accident involving 2nd Lt,

Jordon W, Gerould, 0799379, AC (Pilot) in A-20C Airplene AP No. 42-33144,

on June 11, 1943, 3

For the Commandirgs Officer:

U Seern.

. ' « ¥ D, MIROW,
} ey (J'G')' A'Bn
1 Inclt 4 Act'z Adjutent,

Aircraft Accident Rpt

A
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DATE___ §=12-43

RADIO ;

INCOMING
MESSAGE NO, M3G 12

MSG 12 ARL 234 JUNE 12/43

AAB L.KE CHARLES LA 110055Z “PRTY"

UG A~F WA"HINGTON D C

416 POMBR UQ19E PEZTOD CITE PART FIVE AAF REG SIXTY TWO DASH FOURTE'N -

A

.

BOLLOWING 4CCIDENT REFORT IS 3UB!IT’IED

A 11 MYA 1943 1820 ARMY LIR FIZLD LAKE CHRALES LA

m———

B GO:.DON W GEnOUI.D SECOND LT aC ms THRE? AF THREZ ASPTC AZXk 671
BOM.ON 416 BOMGR ARMY AIR FIELD LAKE CHRAIES LA

o Q

.t o .

PILOT S0 INJURY NO I AS“ENGERS

FATLURE T0 SWITCH Ga~ TWNKS BAUSING MOTORS TO -UTT WHEN TANK RAN DRY

e 4 b Lodcenyd SRS AN R

LOCAL FORMATION
CAVU -

4-20C 42-33144
ATRPLANE MAJOR REFLACTMENT
NONZ

COMPLET WASHOUT

ARMY AIkR FELD LAKE CKARI.EJ LA

MASTER toPY!

UNKNOWN
AFACG NOTIFIED.

:v*n«'umaum;

DICK COBOMGR 418

RECD IN AAF MESG CNT 12 3 13

recd by fafec 120835 EWT
RELEASED TO TWX 120945 EVT

MH1039 EAT

%

N s1543
— / — ,,' a~ / VJ".\
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A 1! MY 1947 1820 AHMY AJR FIELD LAKE CHARLES LA
B GORICN ¥ JHROULD SECOND L7 AC AUS THRIX AF THREE ASPTC 671 "
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5 A —— et - I
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~ \
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|
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o
2 A 20C 42.33144
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=u ,5 A
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-— :_ \ -— !’;
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— Ao
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