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AINCRAFT DAMAGE iy
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(47) Engine(s).....|.. 8aZ. L ~ -
(48) Propeller(s)..| 8L | = - e ]
) wuzher.zmumammz'mt = Light ever=cast with lower scatiared at 3000ft, Surface.
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(81) Was the pilot nymm&nu at the time of accident . H® o B i
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DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT

! ouf narrative of socident. Include stateinc:r of resporsitility and recommendationa fur action to prevent repetition)

~

Planes lo's 1L2 and 70C wirs » =227 <70 1 T T Lhiarles AAR by
their Squadron Operations on a training mission. This mission consisted of a
two plane formation on & bimulated lor altitude bombing atiact on a tank
column operating in the area Bouth-Fast of Newton, Texas, *

The planes were first sighted by the members of mediumm tank crews of
Compeny G, 4let Armored Regiment, 11th Armored Division, which company was
nroceeding in column, southerly along a $oad in that area, When first seen
they were approachingc the linef of march from the South-Eart. They were
flying in close formation with plamne No, 790 to the left of and slightly to
the rear of vlane Fo. 149, The pilot of plans No., 1.9 started a twrn to the
ag if to assume position over the tenk column, The pilot of plans No. 790
continued momenterily on the line of flight on which it had approached the
column and then started a right twrn, - It is apparent he turned more steeply
than plane No, 149. The horisontal interval between the plane: had, for
“hat brief instent, increased but om the exacution of the steeper turnm by
plane No, 790 that interval was closed up, Witnesses agree that the first
point of contact of the two planes was the left wing tip of plane No, 149
and the right wing tip of plane No, 790, while both were in a banked twrn
to the right. One of the propellers of plane No, 790 cut through the left
wing of plane No. 149 just ahead of the aileron., The left engine fairing
was cut off cleanly, The fusilage of plene No, 149 was cut in two places,
Just in front of the tail group and again at she rear gun turret.Both planes
craghed to the trees approximately two hundred yards ahead and approximately
fifty yards East of the tank column, Just before plane No, 149 struck the
trees ane man, later identified as Pvt, Riley was seen to leave the plane.
From the condition of Iis injuries, and from the fact he came from the rear
portion of the wreckage it iz believed that he had probably received fatal
Mnjuries in the collision of the two planes and fell from the plane rather
than jumped. On impact with the ground both planes burst into flames, no
fire occured prior to contact with the ground,

Weather, at the time and place of the accident was cloar, winds were
light, The adjacent areca lidwever was one df considerable tinthderstorm
activity and a general condition of moderate turbulence prevailed.

Neither pilot had a coneiderable amount of time during the past ninety

days. Particurly was this true of the pilot of-fi¥ane No, 790, whose
‘total for the period stated was only twelve hours, an amount entirely
‘inadequate to maintain proficency in as cloge formation flying in turbulent
‘alr as was being engaged in by those two plames,
: Responsibility for the accident is placed primarily on the pilot of
plane Mo, 790 for turning into the flight path of vlane No. 149. Reepon-
sibllity must be shared however by the command personnel permitting such
close formation flying in turbulent air by pilots who, by lack adequate
recent vractice, are mot thoroughly proficent in such type of flying,

Recommendations: lor- thowoggh ccomand supervision and control of
formation flying by pilote whose profichency is not eestablished and
maintained by regular practice, '
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ARMY AIR FORCES For Aotion m_‘/
-5 - ,w 1“‘0. ﬁ

HEADQUARTIF§ FLIGHT CONTROL COMIMAND Por File " \gp

WINSTON-SALEM, NORTH CAROLINA

DATE__ 6-26-43 a

3 .
I T W. X. TELICRAM RADIO

DO e

M3G 18 ARL 234 JUNE 26/43

AAB DERIDDER LA 2604452

DER U4541 PERIOD AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT REPORT RERERENCE AAY REG

SIXTY TWO BASH ONE FOUR CLASS ONE ACCIDENT A PERIOD SIX DASH TWO FIVE
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SQ LIGHT COM.A ¥OUR ONE SIX BOMB GP PERIOD E PRRIOD T PERIOD PERICD
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ARMY AIR PORCES For Action M
: - For Info, o -]
HEADQUARTERS FLIGHT CONTROL COMIAND For Pile —jgb

]
WINSTON-SALEM, NORTH CAROLINA

DATE__ g-26-43
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INCOMING
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T A e e e e

——— ————
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J PEXIOD NONE PERIOD K PERIOD THREE T.0 TWO :SUB DlPOT €0MMA DERIDDER
ARMY AIR BASE COMMA DERIDDER LUUISIANA PERIOD L PERIOD NONE END
CARROLL HQ DERTDDER AAB
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ARMY AIR FORCES For Action  AIU l/
S For Info.
 HEADQUARTERS FLIGHT CONTROL COMIAND Por Pile

WINSTON-SALBM, NORTH CAROLINA
_ DATE 25 JUNR 1943

X
l T. W, Xo TELKORAM , RADIO

HOWARD J LILDERBANDT SECOND LT AUS THIRD
AREY AIR FIELD LAKE CHARLES Ii.

AF TEIRD ASPTC 670 BOMRON 416 BOHGR KILI.BD THOMAS F RILEY POT AUS

INCOMING
MESSAGE NO, 20 ARL 234 JUNE 26/43
AAF LAKE CHARIES 1A JUNE 25 1943 1011P

CG AA¥ «ASH D C

BOMGR 416 U 433E PERICD CITE PART FIVE AAF REG SIXTY T.+O DASH
FOURTBEN FOLLOJING ACCIDENT REPORT IS SUBMITTED;

A 25 JUNE 43 APPROXIMATELY 1630 EIGHT !TLES NORTHWEST CF MERRYYILLE LA
B PILOT A 20C 42 33149 PAUL P CURDY GACOND LT AUS THIRD ASPIC 670
BOMGN 416 BOMGR AHLY AIR FISLD LAKE CHARLES Li PILOT A 20G 5 42 53790
_TETRD-ASPTC HQ 416 BOMGR

o e e o IMASTER_COPY

D EILOTS KILLED PASSANGERS VINCENT J JASINSKI AUS SECOND LT &_u
THIRD ASPTC HQ 416 BOMGR KILLED RICEARD J WENTLING S/SGT AUS TEIRD.

e A A o Nl

THIRDAST}U.RDASPI'C 670“&20!\1416 BOMGRKILLED

. s My 8 e

E LOa ALTITUDE A'I‘TACK

¥ HIGH SCATTERED TO BROXKEN LO/ER SCATTZRED TO BROKEN 1800 TO 2500
FEET ALONG THE COASTAL AREA VISIBILITY 5 TO 10 MILES #ITHE LOCAL
SMOKE AND HAZE THUNLERSTORMS AND SHO#wERS OVER COASTAL ARRA
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ARMY AIR FORCES For Action AIO

' For Info, cs
HEADQUARTERS FLIOHT CONTROL COMIAND For File _M&R
WINSTON-SALBM, NORTH CAROLINA
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X | '
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:Essm?w. 20 ARL 234 JUNZ 25 PACGE 2 -~

.
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AFACG NOTIFIED
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E R g4 HOIO
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MH1120E T,
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AAB DERTDDER LA 2604452

uy -
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U. S. ARMY AIR FORCES o
- - |REPORT OF AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT /- ' P
)r . . S
1) Place 10 miles SE Newten, Texas .. .. .. I (1) Date J00 25, 1,943 .......... (®) Time 1625 CWT.
AxcRarr. {4) Type and model . A'ZQQ.....-,-....--.. (& A. AR=53790 Lake Cherles AAB .,r --7
Organization: () . m - M ...... (')x, H‘-b % .- AL J

((‘mmnndmd Air !:) (

AT Y

: NAME ) ,
D C (Last iome Brmt) RHuﬂ* Szauc No.
) an [e))

J P m.uxm , HOWARD J. io—mz S
G .. Zedlay,. Lawrence B, . -11n3%46. |
X ' JESTNSKY, VINCENT I. . x....! - -

.................

. . PILOT CHARGED WITH ACCIENT .
2 ... BXLUEBRANDT, _HOWARD. .. 3. m Q-"’“”‘J.‘ @) -2od L, (3 .. )

" Last name) mmu- - class)
3 I Db s 7/

Assigoed (25) ... MH\-JJ")? ( )‘J.éﬂx .(I()n[,?O EL.« ""“"}‘,T (38)

Attached for flying (:o) ..... Thind (u)%l-b ﬁﬁl%.c_éﬁ A

- {Command
Jriginal rating (31 \r&n& (34 L-gﬁl Prosent rating (38 Hm /%"ﬂ» Instrument
° . — ¥ -4z

Ftust Piror Houms:

{al the time of this accident) . Z
(38) This type. o ooee.. - 953 . (43) Instrument time last mon
(38) This mOdeL - —oooooeooeeeoeeeee e o b . (43) Instrument time last 30 days...
(48) Last 90 days..... .o oo oorrn. AR08 (44) Night time last 6 montha. ... ...
(A1) TOUAL oo e 38840 ' (46 Night time inst 30 daye... ...

AIRCRAFT DAMAGE

DA)LA’GI (48) LIST OF DAMAGED PARTS

(48) Aircraft ... gfj§,.r .......... L.........Ses Damaga te Alrcraft Certifioate.... ...

47 Eng;pne(a) ,,,,, R i
{48) Propeller(s]).. ....-

(88) Weather at the time of sccident . eaiment e Light sverecast with leser scattersd at. 000.ft,-.Swface.
m&m ....... Mmmmmm‘? mmm“

1)) Wumepuocnmonmuamumduadm Xo a .....
(K2) Cleared from . h%ﬂm:hn._ (%) To__m-——-—— ...... s naB0) Kind of clearanes ... Coitaot ="
) Pdot'l mluo_x_xn_ aot « 2 ship formatien i 7 : < ....

(51 Cause of neeident .. PLADG -ﬂisn_mmm.QM of plane No, 42-33149




Brief narrative of accident.

» “e . . e B v
DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT

Include statement of responsibility and recommendations for action to prevent repetition)

Planee No's 149 and 790 were regularly cleared from Lake Charles AAB by

their Squedron Ope

rati~~t on a training miesion. This mission consisted of

a two plane formation on a Simulated low altitude bombing attact on a tenk
col perating in the area South-Fast of Newton, Texas, R

The planes weee first sighted by the members of medium tank crews of
Compeny G, 41t Armored Regiment, 11th Armored Division, which company was
procesding in column, southerly along a road in th-i area. When first seen
they were approaching the linefl of march from the South-East. They were
. flying in close formaticn with plane No. 790 to the left of and slightly to

the rear of plane
right as 1f to acs
790 continued mome

No. 149. /The pilat of plane No. 149 started a turn to the
ume position over the tank column. The pilpt of planp No.
ntarily on the line of flight on which 1t had approached

the column and then started a right furnm. It is appparent he fuurned more .
steeply than nlane No. 149. The horisontel intervel between the planese had,
for that brief instant, increased but on the exscution of the steeper turn
by plane No. 790 that interval was closed up, Witnesses agree that the first
point of contact of the two planes was the left wing tip of nlarn Yo. 149 and
the right wing tip of plane Ko. 790, while both were in a banked turn to the
right, One of the propellers of plane No, 790 cut through the left wing of
plane No. 149 just ahead of the aileron. The left engine fairing wes out
off kcleanly. The fusilage of plane Yo, 1/9 was cut in }vo places, just in

front of the tail

group and egain at the rear gun t planes crashed

to the trees approximately two hmdred yards ahead and approximately fifty

yards East of the

tank colum. Just before plane No. 149 struck the trees

one man, later identified as Pvt. Riley was seen to lecave the plame , JFrom
the soniition-of his inpuries, and from the fact that -he came the rcan

portion of the wreckage 1+ is beliswéd thet he had probably received fatal
sniurics in the collisiom of the two planes and fell from the plame rather
than jumped. Onupa.ctwiththegramdboothplgnu burst into flames, no

fire occured prior to comtact with the gromd,

Weather, at the time and place of the acoident was clear were
" 1ipht. The adjacent area howéver was one of considerable torm

condition of moderate txarbulence prevailed.

either pilot -1 d considerable amount of time during the past ninety
. Particulary was this trus of the pilot of plane No. 790, whose total
for the period stated was only twelve howrs, #n amount entirely inadequate
to maintain proficency in as close formation fhying in twbulent air as

ﬁs\boine engagsed

in by these two planes,

' Responsibility for the accident is placed primarily on the pilot of
twning

plsn: No, 790 for

into the flight path of plane Ko, 1.9. Respon-

s1bility muct be”sharcd however by the command persomel permdtting such
close formation flying in turbulent air by nilots who, by lack of adequate
recent practice, are not thoroughly proficient in such type of flying.

'3% More thorough command supervision and control of

formation

maintained by regular p: :>tice.

t 9

s

pilots whose proficiency is not established and

- i |
J ]

Qﬂg/ % . 7 .
1st Lieut, CorZ,

Member, Accident Classification Committee, . L.

Ytk L Leetp-

L />

Sim
WILLIAM L. SHAFFER ' signature CARRONL Wo MOOOPLIN . oo
Captain, Air Corpe, Unvestiguing Ofios)
- Member, Accident Classification Committees. PR CL - TA—
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TENTATIVE 32-18.41 i "‘5 \-
! INSPECTION STATUS SERVICING AT STATION OF TAKE-OFF
T (CHECK IMMEDIATELY BEFORE TAKE-OFF)
D‘Lio" INSPECTED TODAY
FUEL oL Xa
houEs By | STATION 8 | toaLtons \ {QUARTS) Qu :
s > I <
p nt
_PREFLIGHT &25-4 b R i E lsemv-| v Nt | No2 _! NO. 3 ’ NO. 4 ’ °¥
e | @ | KeD | TANKS: s:nv-; IN | SERY- I USERV. ! ’ssnv ! I &u
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_CHEMICAL L ) -~ N | S
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! : ‘ WHEN THE "'STATUS TODAY' IS INDICATED BY A RED SYMRAOL,
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i , ‘ BY AN AUTHORIZED ENGINEERING OFFICER. THE PILOT OF THE
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| : ! f
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RESTRICFED

HEADQUARTERS ARMY AIR BASE _

OFFICE OF THE BASE COMMANDER
DE RIDDER, LA.

In reply refor to (e=1)
000,93 6 My 1943

SUBJECTs Aircraft Aocident Report,

T0 s mm,wmm. (Attentions Might
Contral Commend, Winston Salem, North Carclinas,)

l. In complimnce with Third Air Force Nemorsndum No, 60~7A,
dated 10 April 1943, inclosed herewith AAF Form No. 14 cn aceident to
A=20C, Ao F. No. 42-53790,

' For the Commanding Officers

O%é
w,urccp e

1 Inals
MY Form ¥o. 14
w/swpporting papers.
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