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& WAR DEPAL,.. = k_
U. S. ARMY AIR FORCES ; =] a:‘ £ 2
X 7 (" » ¢« ~ REPORT OF AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT ; A
s ris, 4 o/ - 7 ~
‘Four Miles off Shore _ ¥ aéd
(1) Place .. Three Miles Hest of. ‘Pasg .. (2) Date o .k T 1943 n ™ 3333

Amcrart: (4) Type and model .. A=20G=10."" (5) A_P. No. 42=54040 ¥ (6 %i14t1in AAF, Lake Charles, La.
‘ Organization: (130d. _Bomber Oomd.. Bomh, ® _ ( 669th Bomb,
I RIY PO ~

L., -
~E (Groap)

4 = 2 [~ msowm s ) S (3L A £l __',,,
) [ | =00 ”
per| .0 mamel smuNe | Rawe | PRONE  puser  ARBEmo fgerw | useor
/ } fl!ll_'l = 11} fm | US}___! (14) _l___&I!)_Tl ____"'_1"‘ l_' -'.l?-‘ { _ [1R} - 10
" JB Morris, Walter C. "p T0-684382 I2nd Lt. i " nwf'
[ Fa

raoy rii 3rd AF .. None
G Brand, Highes Me . G 34076768  Sgt. .27 AC 3 AR | None
4 G Bass, Everette L. G 34303730  sgt. 24 A8 3xd A N

= .
[ A o
e
» i I...- - - -. |
Btk
i
S T S O e }
R a4 PILOT CHARGED WITH ACCIDENT
- e R L LI S N
Ascigned (28) 3% Forge r;;: “:Q.,%nmﬂ X . 669t Bnli.h. . 293-.%13.%‘_%13!. La.
. = Lo f—— = - ]
Attached for fiving (29) ' (30416th Bomb.31 __669th Bomb. 12 AAF,Lake Charles, La.
TOffimand atd Adr Foror —=sgTraup) = fqus Lron ) al’l

Original rating (33) PAlot a6 1 Jun 43 Present rating ru'PiR-}Ot (39)1 Jun 43 Instrument rating 37 None
{Rsting)

{Baiing) (Dste) {Diuiey

Finst Pieor Heons:
fal the time of thia accident)

(3581 This type 54345 (42) Instrument time last & months 16:00
(39) This mudel - | 23355 . (43) Instrument time last 30 days 8:00
(40) Last 00 days ; .59325 .. (44) Night time last 6 month 6315
Y1) Total... 352340.... (45) Night time last 30 davs.. 6315

AIRCRAFT DAMAGE

Il\\l/\y'l-' |tlh..II-: OF DAMAGED a4 1%
(46 Airvraft Wi Complete airplane to survey.
(47) Fagineis | [y e ! e .
(48) Propeller(s) W f il | o l

(80) Weather at the time of nceident __ High seattered, visipility 7 mi., Sea level pressure 149,
Temperature 79, Dew Point 60, Wind Nk, b Mph,, Altimeter Setting 2996,

(810 Was the pilot flving on instruments at the time of accident .. NO

(5% Cloared frum.IBkB.Qhﬂ}Bﬂ; )J‘-’ (83) To Lnk.&ﬂharlas, la,.., IIIMJ I{;t.n!--.;_f elearans Contact O
(55) Pilot's mision Flexihle x.iianﬁnf. tallo-admr formation practice.

561 Nuture of accident : Pilot failed to recover from peel-off and struck the water.

(57 Cause of accident  PAlot apparently banked too steeply in peel-off, and in attempting
to recover, hit right wing tip on surface of the water, and then hit the water,
airplane disintegrating and causing fatal injuries to himself and two guoners.

58. Was Form #5, submitted? NOQ.

———



L] .
DESCRPTION OF ACCIDENT . i

" (Brief narrative of accident. Iuclude statement of oo jal BT mendations fur action to prevent repetition)

Three airplane flight went out over the Gulf of Mexico on a gunnery missiom.
Not being able to find their targets, they fired their ammunition at various objects,
then would form an echelon formation, peel off, then re-form in echelon, After two
or three such maneuvers the leader peeled off to the left from an echelon to the right,
being at an altitude of approximately 550 to 650 Ft., and the second sirplane in the
echelon, piloted by Lt. Morris, was seen to stay in a steep bank and slip toward the
surface of the water, Just before striking the water he was seen to bank sharply to
the right, hie right wing tip striking the water, the outer three or four feet of the
wing tip being bent upward, then he pulled up 15 to 20 Ft. in the air, as though re-
covering, then hit the water, the airplane disintegrating and disappearing below the
surface of the water, ¢ iy A t

There is some discrepancy betweer the testimony of those in thé airplanes at the
scene of the accident and the menmbers of the crash boat, which was sepproximately 8 Mi.
away. It was a very hasmy day, and it is believed by the members of the Committee that
the testimony of the FIying Officers and the Sergeant involved is more correct than
that of the individuals 8 Mi. away. The chief discrepancy seems to be the element of
altitude, but the pilots agree that they may have been lower or higher than their es-
timated height, as tiey were maneuvering and not watching their altimeters. There is
no testimony showing that the sirplanes were in the normal three-ship formation from
which the leader might have flown his low wing man into the water. There is also
some discrepancy in the length of time the pilots stayed at the scene of the accident,
the pilots stating approximately 15 to 20 mimites and the crash boat men stating they
left immediately, In the exoitement of the moment, this seems to be a matter of minor
importance, as the pilots were attempting to inform others of the accident, and stated
they were unable to establish contact with the crash boat, but did establish contact
with the Coust Guard station, Cameron, La., and informed them of the accident, The
Coast Guard Station celled their Lake Charles Headquarters, which called the Operations
Officer at L.C.A.A.F., Lake Charles, 2. It was approximately 10 minutes later when
the tower established radio contact with the pilot of the lead ship, who stated he was
approximately West of the center of Lake Calcasieu at the time the contact was made.

It is also to be reported that Lt. Marris had "slow-rolled" a DB-7 type airplane
the day before, supposedly three times, and the horizontal stabilizer of this airplane
was found to pe wrinkled, etc., requiring both horizontal stabilizers by the squadron
to which the airplane belonged.

It is also to be remembered that each pilot is responsible for his own flying,
regardless of what any other pilot in another airplanc may do.

\LUSION:

1, It is the opinion of the members of the committee that the accident was the
result of pilot error in judgment, the result of over-confidence in a so-called "Hot
Pilot", he "peeling off% in such a steep bank that it was impossiole to recover before
hitting the water.

TIQN:
1. Closer supervision of pilots' flying activities.

/

WALTER L. PURSLEY P r".rcuu G. NAP
Major, Air corps # / capt., Air Corpe
Member, Acc. Committee M s Acc. Committee =

‘13 October 1943
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a2ond QUAR. RUASIEX LOAT COMFAY (A-l)
01'-“;&- -Lo.'ilu .ELJU UU!- aU. 11
< DanitOl, LULLULA A
. 1 Qctoler, 1843,

SUBJEUTt  ata on.plane orach of an As20 in "ulf of lexico
at 124106 o7 2 Late 29.';":“'-'", lon-, f3°94.3".‘.’.

70 ¢ lt. A s eatrice, Jommmding Bericer, 020n1
martermaster Toat Compeny (Avn), Lake Charles
Arny Alr lase, lai:e Charles, Loulsiana,

AUE... L0l silajor Irice, 'ase Operations Officer,

1. o5, Army Rescue loat P=184, while on rouvtine schaduvle of
towing Spip Lombing Target, witnessed orash of an A=20 Airplane,

2, Cne f1ivht of A=20's had just completed thédr bombing mission
and had returned to base vhen another [light of three A=20's were sipghted
about seven miles from our position. Radio operator tried to contact
thegse ships lut was wmalle to do so when suddenly the last plane in the —
formation crashed,

3, Then the three shipe were sighted, they appeared to have had
a three hundred foot altitude, and a few seconds mrior to the plano »
crash, the three ships had maneuvered to a very low altitude, whioh
members of the orew of the P=-184 state to Le that of Skip Fombing altitude,
approximately fifty fects :
N -
4, After the plane struck the water, it gained a little altitude
and then crashed, This haprened at 11416 CWT,

5, e immediately cut our Skip Lombing tarpet adrift and o=
seaded to the cragh, arriving at area of crash at 11431 CWT, One of the
two A=-P0's in formation with the crashed plane imediately called for
the P=104, tut neither of the plmes circled crash until ve arrived
Lherefore camsins a deiay of several minutes in our arrival, A twve plane
Aorrallon whose 1ead shir's call mulers were 0HGl, veg contacted
imwdiately Ly P=174, This ship located crash and circled same until
our arrivale It then returned to base, '

6. Tnable tc contact Lake Charles Tower or lale Charles Radio,
ye then called the Ynited States Coast ward, vho relay4d our meassage
4o Lake Charles jArmy Alr Tase, -

7 Tipon arrival at crash, a luoy marker was mt out and an
oxtonsive search was tepn for plane personnels at 12330 WP, the ‘nited
S4ates Coast ‘uard 38448 from Cameron Coastal Lookout Station arrived

—and-detved in the soarch for perscinel and weclkage, .

0, It aprears that plane was btadly lroken up in orash as gmall

»



tits of wreckare was strewn over an area of one half
1”15]6. . >
fe During the search, we picked up entrals of human body, one sleeve
of coveralls with Second Lieutenant tar on i%, three f'lif-ht cam,
one sock, and various parts of nlane,

10, Location of crash vas tharourhly searched for an area of two
square niles, An A=20, vhofe call nunlers were 207, assisted in the
searche

11, Abandoned search at 16330 CWT and returned to base at Camorom,
Iouisiana, whare entrals§ parachutes md vearing apparel vms twrned
over to Group Doctar, who hed arrived with anlulances,

12, l'ajor W,J, Staina, 'mse Qf, ard Licutenant inthony J, leatriee,
Fage Toal Cfficer, arrived ai this station to receive data on plane
crashe

13, "he plane vas had].:' Y olen up in f‘ix(;u fathons of woter, It's
"‘Oﬂitim ia Lat. ’(I 40. q"' I..U“ (] J;-; ?4. 3'“{. 1'5!1!‘1!‘.5: 174011.
and three and eir‘:t toenths niles from Whistle oy Ho. 1 at Cal=

casieu Fass, and 1‘“005. and five and Mve tenths miles off shore
rom Joast Artillery Lookout Tower,

Oefloss ty Jelhn  wipS

~ 8Y1Ifton ¥, ellner, . O. ih )

Yasgter, ",8, Army Rescue ioal Pelfd
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ST4TE OF LOUISIANG )
PARTSE OF CALCASIEU ) 2
4ZE124Y12
Refore me, the nnderszigned authority for sdministering osths in cases

of this character, rid r-erﬂonaJ""‘ arpear t.ds date, & Cctober 1943, one 2nd Lt,
Patrick F,E, Heemanug, Jr., AC, ach 0=-671671, who being by me tirst duly sworn
agcording to law, deposes and sgys: r
%e took off at rbout 10:00 or 10:30 OWT, and went out into the Gulf
and fired flexible gunnery, m the wey back we were proctieing peel-affs when
the wceident heppened, e peeled of to the left, turned buek 1‘“ the richt, T
looked bgek as Lt, Torriz wos turning beck to the right, Ha wos in en erproyv-
imzte 30° to 45¢ hunk, snd seamed to go streight dowm. The f‘ir::'r time he hit,
the woter, hig right wing tip bent beek, ¥e cem up cbout 15 FPi.%into the alr
snd went right pasek in again, ot of gipght, 1 eclrcled the wreek for gprrox-
imately twenty to thirty minmutes, trying to call the Count Guard Orash Boct
cnd the Tower, lineble t2 lancte gryone, «md zeeing nothing come up from the

-

Mpther Deaponent sgyeth not,

»
PATRICKE 7, .. JACNAMIE, 7
2rd Lt,, idr Corp
ALY 0=671671

smorn and snhioribed £2 bafore me tn4= AW = rnf foteoter. 'I.:‘a.’.".' ut Py "{w

3 =% -

‘ | ‘Z. (eﬁ -

aommi celon axpirez with 1ife
-

2d back to the Buge, ond T contucted thre Towep e soon e possible,




STATE OF LOUISIAMA )
i 3 88

PaR1si QF CALCASTEN ) -
wERIRGLIIT

: Before me, the 1ndersijmed guthority for gdministering ocths in eases
of thiz chargeter, did porsonally sprear this date, 6 Cetober 19:23, ons 2nd Lt.
Arthur L. ieDoneld, 4C, 43N 0-806415 vho being by me first duly sworn accord-
in' to law, deposes and Says;

- (n the 15t of Qetober, 1943, I wae scheduled for o flexitle pmnery

F micedon 4n the aree zssigned to my group, On this formation, I was to accom-

: peny Lt. ipemomie, the f1ight leader, and Lt. Norris, Lt. liorrds was flying
#2 position, that is tc say on Lt. Maemznus! rijht wing; I wae flying #3
novitim, that 18 to say Lt. haemanuz?! laft wing.

1 Due to aifficulties on the ground, T waz obliged to join the formg-
- Hrn over the fleld erprovimetely twenty minutes lste, At this time we pro=
T;-'.-_ e J‘.'_'-J‘T‘ zﬂl@di_b-l} LP‘\ +‘-D_G 1 . A . . 2

s . After scarehing for o target for o pericd of fifteen minmutes, Lt.
tremamic gave the zizngl to Wpeel offn ‘

-

In geeordance with thiz, we flew in troil for fifteen minutes, during
w'nie" time our recpective gunners r‘iseharged 'Phﬂir ammint tion, :

"

e : Heving comrleted the sunnery mission, Lt, Veemepug ciegnalled for us.
to raturn to formetion, Tnuomich ss some time remained, It, méﬁhﬂu'n'*i*ngl-lad e
for an achelon to the luoft, Followinz this, he giznclled for ap echelon to the
right, Thic latter zignal placed me in #3 nor.ifinv in the eehelon, Lt. Nuoe-
memis then aiznalled for snother "peel-off', and, having done seme, started o
e cireuler "we"-—ﬂf'f" to the left to an =ltitude of a pr'f*ocima?ﬁlv 500 Pt. L1f.
Nerrds followed L, haemanus, did not level off at 500 Ft., tut spperently wae
- elippdng dowardc.the water on his left wing. Juct before resehing the surface

of the we ter, Lt. Lorris leveled his w*nr«u, ‘at which time his right wing tip
ctruck the surfece, seemingly bending beek ebout 3 Ft. .of the en? of the wing,

T ufter, ?h_'?_mfl“‘ﬁ‘- aot; Lt. Morris!.skip oame back into the sir ap: roximtﬂly

20 Pt,, and than rva‘ etrJaht awey into the water, ' |
: teeliping the catostrophe; Lt. Lecmenus ard T cireled the seene for
r'f'ximrtnl" fifteen minutes, in which time _the former conteeted the Usls

ot Ghand % or. ey e 3
‘ e
Ye returned to the field in forna - don grd larded, .° °

4
Mirther Deponent syrthnots

S —— . - — 3

- 2nd~Lt., adr Corpe
LN 0-BO6285 .. 7 e
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STATE OF LOUYSIANE ) . - = -~ .
: S8 - ’
PARISH OF GALCASTIZU ) - -

SEZIRAXIL '

-t e %

Before me, the uni;;sivned suthority Por s.dnﬂn!.&terine oaths 4n cases

of tidc charczeter, did peruona.llj appear thde dete; 6 Ontober 1 L3, one Zgt,

John L, Rogere; Jr.; &0, ASN 1'511{"';54: vho b’dn" by me firct r?ulj ¥R aneens
inz to 1l.ow, '71".“"‘:':"?!? «nd sayes 4 oy

Je touk ~fP at 10:00 £IT, e eireled the field and Lt, .z,.mﬁs' Ioined
f‘mm-—-ﬁ on jmm._ lintels, t an we 'F"iptr cromnd the £ield waiting for Lt. ﬁDonnM
o jedn the formation, Then he got into formgtion we fn L g{fhfor e Gl to. o |
F‘ire qupnery, | ten we got out 40 the torget, we reeled gRpomotesd — L B
‘,"‘ﬂia‘*"-r"*r’lm Ttis r'mnu" nzlled the ot‘mr s‘"iﬂs hack inﬁo T len,
we pne'lgg off. onee Sj then uﬂ WP_ n, ¥ while in forga
ation, % an e r-\'ﬂ afw & ch Lto j"‘ w.s

s1idine, Then e tried 4o -1~H the shin b= right wing hit the’ natar. He

- «'hwi eontrol of-+in ohin momenterd ] s +’-nr ke ore shed hﬁ..d-m into t._e ve.tar

e e = o =
. b e = i m — ==

Meld, Irke 0k P1

o cireled +‘ e neene of tha candicdant for £ifteen or trenty minutern,
then I czlled the -""‘+, Lt, Viomamuse, snd told him. to go baek, a= there weve

no. survivors, He osllad T4, Moo l.f_‘- b okt f‘m-m--tinn, ond we esme bael to
the f1"1".
A

Purther Teponent seyeth not, :

——

Zwern end -mihoerihed £0 bhafore me thi - A% Ae-

. Iris ¥, Carter:
- s : ~ Tk g "b"-!_c

. ’ > somtiicsdon prodvg wrdddh 12 P,-..
] . - a o e : — - y .I‘
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HeAD QU ARTERS
LAKS CHAKL:S ARkY ATk FIELD
Office of the Commanding Officer

Leke Charles, 1a.
16 October 1943

oUBJelts  Adrcraft Aceident Report.
Tu : Headquarters, Flight Control Commana, Army Air Forces,
winston-Salem, North Cerolina.

l. Submitted herewith 1s report of accident officer of accident in-
volving 2nd Lt. Walter C. horris, aC, Aok 0-084382, in A-20G-10 Airplane,
AF §42-54040, on 1 Octover 1943, at this station.

<. This report was delayed because of extended investigation,

For the Coﬂnnding Officer;

/

_ / .
- rarp il Htew
1 Incl. §OSEPH D, MIRON,
AAF Form yli { WOJG, USA,
with incls, Ass't Adjutunt,
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY AIR FORCES FOR ACTIO
OFFICE OF FLYING SAFETY .  FOR INFo OFC MGMT
WINSTON-SALEM, NORTH CAROLINA  FOR FILE_M&R
nivg 12 00T 43
’ ’ TeWeXe X | TELEGRAM

WU1B 34/29 GOVT WUX ARMY AIR FIELD LAKE CHARLES LA 12 523PM
HEADQUARTERS FLIGHT CONTROL COMMAND ARMY AIR FORCES
WINSTON SALEM NORTH CAROLINA

0-692 2135Z AAF FORM NUMBER 14 FORMAL ACCIDENT REPORT
ON A-20G-10 AIRPLANE AF NUMBER 42-=54040 INVOLVING
2ND LT WALTER C MORRIS WILL BE HELD THIS SAON PENDING
FURTHER INVESTIGATION

MCCOY COAAF

#105=1223062
/WWF/

1292: 1043

(s



. WAR DEPARTMENT FOR ACTION

=, -~
: HEADQUARTERS ARMY AIR FORCES ;g: 'l‘;:{g g
OFFICE OF FLYING SAFETY G
WINSTON-SALEM 1, NORTH CAROLINA OFC MGMT
DATE MR
T. W. X. TELEGRAM 12 |01 S
INCOMING x

MESSAGE NO.

WU18 34/29 GOVT WUX ARMY AIR FIELD LAKE CHARLES LA 12 S23PM
HE ADQUARTERS FLIGHT CONTROL COMMAND ARMY AIR FORCES
WINSTON SALEM NORTH CAROLINA

0-692 21362 AAF FORM NUMBER 14 FORMAL ACCIDENT REPORT
ON A=20G=10 AIRPLANE AF NUMBER 42454040 [NVOLVING
2ND LT WALTER C MORRIS WILL BE HELD THIS SAON PENDING
FURTHER TNVESTIGATION

MCCOY COAAF

#105=1223062
/YWF/
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£ | ARMY ATR FORCES FOR ACTION K | U
/) () PEADQURTFS FLISHT CONTROL oot [0 0
]~ 1L3
o WENSTC -2, NORTH CAROLINA
_ {\ DATE__1 OCTOBER 1943

l X’T.W.X. l _vamamu . J 2+ [ripro
e Ao : ; y

L jo. WSAL 361 V LAKE CHARLES LA 55 NR 1

FROM DICK COBOMGR 416 LAKECHARLES LA OCT 1 1943 257PM

TO COMMANDING OFFICER FLIGHT CONTROL COMMAND WINSTONSALEM N C

LCAAF 416BG 0-559E 0117572 PERIOD CITE PART FIVE AAF REG SIXTY TWO DASH
FOURTEEN FOLLOWING ACC|DENT REPORT 1S SUBMITTED

A. 1 OCTOBER 1120 3 MILES SOUTH OF CAMERON PASS LA 29 DEGREES 44 e
HINUTES NORTH 93 DEGREES 21 MINUTES HEFT NG
X g L
Be PILOT HALTER _C MORRIS SECOND LIEUT AUS 3RD AF 3RD BC S6TH BOMB 3
BRNG WING /L/ 416 BOMGR 669 BOMRON LAKE CHARLES LOUISIANA o
C. CAUSE UNKNOWN NUMBER TWO PLANE IN FORMATION HIT RIGHT WING IN {
wATEn AND Q?VE INTO WATER B & 78 . I B
y ¢ \_ [ St it " _-.1_ =
' D, PILOT FAfAL PERIOD HUGHES M_BRAUD SGO 3RD AF 3RD BC 56TH BOMB
TRNG WING /L/ D -4 0 e B /53

416 BOMGR 669 BOMRON FATAL PERIOD EVERETT L BASS ssT|inn AF 3RD BC> \r
S6TH BOMB TRNG WING /L/ 416 BOMGR 669 BOMRON FATAL PERIOD
E. FLEXIBLE GUNNERY IN FORMATION ¥\ = = 2
F. SCATTERED CLOUDS 7 MILES VISIBILITY WS e
G. 42-54040 A-20G-10 T
He ARMY AIR FIELD LAKECHARLES LOUISIANA | ;
le COMPLETE LOSS .\\ : N TR - “,,; “lL
J. NONE -\
K. TURNED OVER TO SOTH SUEDEPOT FOR SALVAGE IF POSSIBLE

Lo NONE  Ms AFACG NOTIFIED #92/JH

A& = = 751:7+43

P PRy NPT SE—
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