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DESCRPTICN OF ACCIDENT ¢ g
(Brief narrative of aceident, Include statement of © g Ty Al menidations for action to prevent repetition)

Just prior to 2100 CHT, a fairly dense wall of smoke, haze and fog moved in over
Lake Charles Army Air Field, reducing visipility to 2 ki, at 2101 CWT and less than
that as time went on, until it was only 1 Ei, ‘at 2130 CWI. ‘The vertical visibility
was unlimited, and the thickness of the fog and smoke estimated at 200 Ft., though
pilots sfate that they began getting evidences of it at 1000 #t., as it would be
deposited on the glass of their cockpit enclosures. This was noticed likewise to
a marked degree on the windshields of automobiles on the ground.

Lt. White asked for landing instructions for his three-ship formation at approximately
2100 CWT, but was advised to remain in his zone until the Tower could land an airplane
which had no rafdio comtact, and no‘'lights, A% 'ap tely 2110 CWT, he was advised
to land, using caution due to the haze; and though he acknowledged these instruetions,
was not heard from again until an sirplane notified the Tower that he had crashed.

The wing ship following him saw him crash, noted that he gradually flew into the
trees, power onm, and apparently under contrel., Lt. Duthm, in the second airplane
that ultimately crashed, saw him crash and catch fire, and stated that it looked as
though he just flew into the trees under power and control. There was a dense ground
fog, and no lights in houses could be seen. He crashed at apjroximately 2125 CWT,
about one and one-half Kiles lorth of the proximal end of Runway 22 (NE~SW), the
runway on which he was attempting to land.

Three witnesses within 300 Yds. of the scene of the accident wem in bed, heard the
accident, saw the fire, went to the scene, removed the injured pilot from the
wreckage, and one of them went to L.C.i.A.F., Lake Charles, La., to report the ac-
cident and lead rescue crews to the accident, On the way to the Field he met a
soldier and a woman wjo had scen Lt. Duthu crash also,’end he and the womdn went
to L.C.A.A.F. in their respective automobiles and reported the two accidents.

It i3 the opinion’of the Committée that the crash was the result of the follgwing:
l. Sudden influx of smoke and fog over the flying field and vicinity wj :

deposit of mist on cockpit glass, further interfeiring with vision,
2. Lack of traffip contral and ipatruction regerding weaihe

th » REObably due to ine both gnlisted and
o;_f;neamgﬁ. : ;
3. Inex ence of pilots in bad weather flying, particularly in instru-

ment rlm. Y

- RECOMMIKD ATIONG s ‘

1. Keeping of experiemced inlisted and Control Officer personnel in the
Tower, more particularly at night.

2, More specific information to pilots regarding doubtful weather con=
ditions at the flying field by the Control Tower.

3. More systematic control of aircraft attempting landings by the
Control Tower.

4e Systematic checking of altimeters and altimeter settings before taking
off and landing, : :
: 5. kore instrument ingtruction under acdtual weatber conditions; and in the
specific type of aircraft the pilot is'to fly most. s

6. |Opening sliding windows in cockpit when attempting landings in doubtful

ather, both day night.
e

— o

¥ WALTER L. E)WBLEI, Mejorg” AC, Mem. Acc. Comm,
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WAR DEPARTMENT

7ORM NO. | A . . FLIGHT REPORT - tg;lameenmo : . '

. TENTATIVE 12:18.41
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' INSPECTION STATUS SERVICING AT STATION OF TAKE-OFF
(CHECK IMMEDIATELY BEFORE TAKE-OFF)
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| _CHEMICAL : Fuel Pressure Warning Light Out.
COMMUNICATIONS| S Snider | L.C.A.A.B. EXCEPTIONAL RELEASE
morosnanmc_ iy Bl SRR o SN
BY AN AUTHORIZED ENGINEERING OFFICER, THE PILOT OF THE
NAVIGATION AIRPLANE WILL SIGN THIS RELEASE BEFORE FLIGHT.
RELEASED FOR { 1 HeA. Raietsky, J. W. lhit.e
FLIGHT
B e A
’ REMARKS: PILOTS AND MECHANICS - SEE iINSTRUCTIONS INSIDE FRONT COVER ”"mﬁm‘%ﬁ'ﬁoumwb
#1 Radetsky, H.A. Capt. (0.K.) W | w01 | wor | wos [ wos

# 0.X, L.J. Siracusa 2nd Lt. _ S 286154
#3 _ J. 0. White noums 286320

S _TOTAL
A X 50| EoCo | BoCo ilew
I hereby certify thzt this is a true copy of the originals “eom | 2793100 2392
il 70 DATE Lok 35
= = TOOAY |
- TOTAL
i) 1sf Lt., 2ir Corfs
Engineering Officer
} 1.C.A.A.B. Bomb Bay Tarks Inst - Combs
._“_' ;; = ; ENGINE DATA AIRPLANE DATA AIRPLANE ORG DATA » —— e =
g€ = g I8 S
T I U o -
3 . - ¢l 9 X E § E&E 3- 2';3- . '(?“
H ai- i . ? E b 5 I E g g s b qm
{1 i ; | 8% §l= B :d o
\ : | - l$ i N gg ‘o 3 Fg:‘l!g’ 2 flo i g?
'8 He B gk IR v 07 [RE sERE 0 [1E i E
3 R AR = 0o Jo 8o HE
; s - Al ’ id:- if—- 3| © s
= ’Lw = h_r;gg? £

i




STATE OF LOUISIANA )
1 S8
PARISH OF CALCASIEU )

AEEIDAYII

Before me, the undersigned authority for administering ocaths in cases
of this character, did personally appeer this date, 20 October 1943, one
Leo Castete, Route #3, Box 488, Lake Charles, La., who being by me first
duly sworn according to law, deposes and says:

On the night of 18 October 1943, I was asleep when I was suddenly
awakened by a loud noise. I believe it was shortly after 9;00 P.M. I
Jumped up, ran outside, got in the car with Mr. Samuel Carpenter, who lives
next door, and arrived at the burning wreckage with him at the same time
kr. Thibeaux got there. We began searching for the men, and when Mr. Thi-
beaux located one, we all helped pull him out of the wreckage and laid him
on the ground about 50 Ft. away. The back of his head was quite bloody;
he kept moving his left leg and mumbling "George", and I noticed that his
right thigh was broken in the upper pert.

kir. Carpenter left to go to L.C.A.A.F., lake Charles, La., to report
the wreck, and I stayed at the wreck with Mr., Thibeaux until the ambulance
and other vehicles and men arrived,
Further Deponent sayeth not.
»’5' ":7" ‘.!A)i/&lé"'

LEO CASTETE
Rt. 3, Box 488
Lake Charles, la.

Sworn and subscribed to before me this 20th day of October 1943, at Army

Air Field, Lake Charles, La,.
Sk Gty

Iris E., Carter
Notary Public

My commission expires with life.



STATE OF LOUISIANA )
1 35
PARISH OF CALCASIEU )

AEELIDAYIZ

Before me, the undersigued authority for administering oaths in cases
of thie character, did personally appear this date, 20 October 1943, one
Dalton Thibeaux, kt. #3, Box 488, Lake Charles, Louisiana, who being by me
first duly sworn according to law, deposes and says:

I live about 300 Yards from the scene of the accident. (n the night
of 18 October 1943, the night the airplane crashed, I had Just gone to bed,
when suddenly I heard a terrific explosion as though a large charge of dy-
namite had blown up. My wife and I jumped up, looked out of the window, and
saw a large fire. 1 immediately ran out of the house, got in my car, and
started to the scene. Mr. Samuel H. Carpenter and hr. Leo Castete followed
me in another car, arriving there at the same time. The airplane was all
broken up, and was on-fire. Not seeing any of the men who were probably?in
the airplane, when it crashed, we ran back up the path the eirplane tock in
erashing through the trees, then following it down to the burning wreckage,
and I wus on the left., As we got to the wreckage, I heard a plece of tin
move, and on looking closer, saw a man under it. We removed the tin, and
then took the man out, after unbuckling his safety belt, parachute straps,
etc. His right leg was tangled in the wreckage, and it was seen that his
right thigh was broken in the upper part. We pulled this man about 50 Ft.
from the wreckage, where he wes kept until the ambulance arrived. He kept
moving his left leg, trying to sit up, and mumbling something about "George".

After removing the man from the wreckage, kr. Carpenter got in his car,
went to L.C.A.A.F., Lake Charles, La., where he reported the wreck and led
the ambulance and rescue crews to the scene,

After the ambulance arrived, we found the other man, padly torn up and
burned, slightly to the right of the main portion of the burning wreckage.

the weather. was quite foggy and hazy.

Further Deponent sayeth not, 2’

: DALTON THIBEAUX
Route #3, Box 488
Lake Charles, lLa.

Sworn and subscribed to before me this 20th day of October, 1943, at Army

Air Field, Lake Charles, La, 'f '-df.’ﬁ e
Iris K. Carter

Notary Public
Ky commission expires with life,




STATE OF LOUISIANA )
: SS
PARISH OF CALCASIEU )

AEEIDAVIT

Before me, the undersigned authority for edministering ocaths in cases
of this character, did personally appear this date, 20 October 1943, one
samel H, C&I’penter, Rt. #3’ Box 488’ Lake Chﬂrlﬂ’ La., who hins w me
first duly sworn according to law, deposes and says:

On the night of 18 October 1943, I had just eaten and was sitting on
the side of the bed getting ready to lie down. I was facing the clock and
had just noted that the time was 9:15 F.M. Suddenly there was a loud ex-
plosion. I jumped up, looked out the window and saw a large fire, I ran
out, jumped in my car, picked up Mr. Leo Castete, who lives next door, and
arrived at the scene of the accident, the wrecked and burning airplane, at
the same time as Mr. Dalton Thibeaux. We separated and began hunting sur-
vivors, Mr. Thibeaux finally hollered that he had found one, and all three
of us pulled the man from the wreckage and placed him on the ground about
50 Ft. away. I then got in my car and started toward L.C.A.A.F., lake
Charles, La., to repart the fire, and when making a turn in the rosd a
little more than one-quarter mile from the scene, noticed that the air was
80 hazy and foggy that I could not see the fire. After another quarter of
a mile, I noticed a car that had stopped on the road, facing me. A soldier
got out with a flashlight, and started across a field. I stopped and a
woman driving the car told me that they had just seen an airplane crash a
short distance East of our present location, but that it did not catch fire.
She wirned the car around and followed me to the Air Base, where we reported
both accidents,

I then led the ambulance and some other vehicles to the scene of the

first accident, as I had not actually seen nor knew the exact location of
the second accident,

Further Depcnent sayeth not, E / I ﬁ =/ >

Route #3, Box 488
Lake Charles, La.

Sworn and subscribed to before me this 20th day of October, 1943, at Army

Alr Field, Lake Charles, La.
o 4 y =
"\—Q(dn (‘;(M_. <)

_Iria k. Carter
Notary Public

My commission expires with life,



STATE OF LOULSIANA )
: S8
PAitIsh OF CALCASIEU )

AEEIDAVII

Before me, the undersigned authority for administering ocaths in cases
of tnis character, did personally appear tuis date, 23 October 1943, one
<nd Lt. Richard V. Wheeler, AC, ASN 0-206098, who being by me first duly
sworn according to law, deposes and says:

On the night of 18 October 1943, I was in a formation and came over
the field at about 2500 Ft., and everything looked clear enough at that
altitude,. We then made our entry intc the pattern at 1500 Ft. and visipi-
lity was much poorer. The leader of the formation peeled off, and I lost
him on the base leg. e went out of sight. I kept turning on the base
leg towards my approach in the direction I thought was towards Runway 22.
I lost sight of the field and couldn't even see the red lights or the
beacon on the water tower, and couldn'€ see any lights on the ground, so
didn't know how high I was from the ground. 1 was watching my air speed
and altitude mainly. When the runway first came into view I had my wheels
and flaps down and was between 200 and 300 Ft. high instead of the 800 Ft.
I thought I was maintaining in the pattern. Instead of being lined up to
the runway I was at 90° to the runway, I picked up my wheels, gave it the
throttle and climbed to 2000 Ft. for another try. The next try was more
successful, however, I still lost sight of the field on the base leg. I
was able to go in and make a landing on this try. The reason I lost my
direction on the first attempt is that I spent more of my time looking
out for other airplanes that I didn't watch my flight instruments or com-
pass. AL the time, 2130 CWT, there were at least a dosen airplancs at as
many altitudes and going in as many directions at the same time. At least

Mt

2nd Ltu’ Air Corpa
ASK 0-26098

Further Deponent sayeth not,

Sworn and subscribed to before me this 23rd day of Octover, 1943, at Army

Air Fiéld, Lake Charles, La.

Iris L. Carter
Notary FPublic

iy commission expires with life,
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
 WEATHER BUREAU

a
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Lake Zh rles, Le.
Octocer 19, 1943.

aidney L+ Price,
tions Cfficer

Cherles Army Alr Lece d
Charles, la.

Sirs

The westliier observations as take: by thuis office from
to 2230 CWT Qct. 18, 1943, was es follows;

TIM® CHL. SEY V3BY WE.. 7TEP. WIND ALT. kEAREs

1930 U Clear U "67/60 Z3E 6,3001 lone
2000 U Cleer U o?/oO SE 0l Lone
2030 U “Clear U +63/59 SE 10 3001 lione
2100 U Clesr 2 K- 53/59 Se 73002 K LYR 2
E : . ' KW T ABV
2130 U Clear 1 *- Ka 61/58 SE 8 3002 Xome
2200, B Glesr .. -1 k- 61/58 ESE 7 3002 None
2230 U Clear 1° K- .59/58 SE 4 3002 None
2303 U Clear 2 Fei- 59/58 LoE 6 30UZ ., .ione

"Very Iyuly Yours,

Lo Mok

Peul 3. Cook,
leteorologist.
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HEADQUAKTERS
LAK: CHARLeS Ay AIR F1ELD
Office of the Commanding Officer

I;akﬁ Cha.l‘lﬁl, LB-
27 October 1943

SUpJells  Adreraft Accident Report. |
10 i Headquarters, Flight Control Command, Army Air Forces, t
#inston-Salem, North Carolina. !

Submitted herewith is report of accident officer of accident in- f
VOIVing 2nd Lt. John W. 'ﬂhi.te, AC, ASN 0-%7754' in A=-20G=5 nrplm’ AF I
#42-53'/91, on 18 October 1943, at this station.

For the Commanding Officer: '

) )l |

AAF Form #14 o 14
with incls. /J'
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 HEADQUARTERS ARMY AIR FORCES  FOR ACTION__AlYZ”

/ OFFICE OF FLYING SAFETY FOR INFO__QFC MGMT
WINSTON-SALEM, NORTH CAROLINA FOR FILE__M&R

DATE 19 OCT 43
I ' TeWeXe | TELEGRAM
- - / 5
WU4 LG GOVT-WUX AAF LAKECHARLES LA 628A OCT 19 1943 ., . /[ o <& &
COMY OFFICER FLIGHT CONTROL COMMAND-WN g rayads &

LCAAF 416 BG O262E 08152 PERIOD CITE PART FIVE AAF REG SIXTY
TWO DASH FOURTEEN FOLLOWING ACCIDENT REPORT IS SUBMITTED
 PERIOD A, 18 OCTOBER 2123 4 MILES NORTH OF LAKECHARLES ARMY

L T ——
7/ AIR FIELD B. AIRPLANE A=20G=5 542-53791 PILOT JOHN W WHITE 4z S
225 2ND LIEUTENANT AUS 3RD AF 3RD BC S6TH BOMB TRNG ule (L) 416/4 4,
5:_ /—~BOMGR 668 BOMRON ARMY AIR FIELD LAKECHARLES LA C SMOKE
e
. "SETTLED ON FIELD VISIBILITY DROPPED TO 2 TO 3 MILES, PLANE
APPARENTLY UNDERSHOT AND CRASHED D PILOT FRACTURED RIGHT LEG
OTHER INJURIES UNDETERMINED COLON GUNNER DAVID S ECKERT CPL
Sl ot
RA 3RD AF 3RD BC S6TH BOMB TRNG WING (L) 416 BOMBR 668 BOMRON

FATAL PERIOD E, NIGHT FORMATION F, VISIBILITY 2 TO 3 MILES

-

l'v

™

7 &/ =3/ 0r-AA N

-

BECAUSE OF SMOKE CEILING UNLIMITED G, 42-53791 A-20G=5 H, . y

ARMY AIR FIELD LAKECHARLES, LOUISIANA |. COMPLETE LOSS J, = < =/

NONE K. TUREND OVER TO SOTH SUB-DEPOT, ARMY A IR FIELD, e

LAKECHARLES, LOUISIANA L. NONE M. ABACG NOTIFIED y3 £53
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