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1, Pebruery 19

STATEMENT

A

When I first saw the circraft.it wes flying in a south-
westerly direction, It then started ujward cnd disse, e.red for
a moment in the clouds, and I think he perfcrmed & stunt of
some kind, When the aircraeft a;j<:red sgein it wus diving in
a nartheasterly directien and crashed to the grfund et e slight
unglee

The aircraft seemed to be under control end traveling et
high speed, I was standing ebout one hundred yards from where
the aireraft struck the ground vnd I witnessed the whole show,

There were two ar three fighter planes close behind the
ajireraft before it disepvesrea into the clouds,

Both engines were running and the wings were lev:l during
the dive, The nose and jropeller struck the ground first end
tiie whole aircraft exploded and scattered over quite a lurge
ared,

The cresh ccewrred aprroximetely at 02;05 aJ, local ticze,
I am the owner of the roperty on which the smircreft

crashed, T'e address is; Sugarlane Farm, Syble Heddingham,
Halst:zad, ‘asex County, Englond,

/B/ H. F. RIDGEWEIL

& A .
/t/ He Fe RIDGEWELL
A TRUE COXY 1

cms.
Majar, Air Car.e.
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On February l;, 1944 at ep roximetely 0900, I wus flying
aboit L miies nartheast of Uethm‘afielﬂ airfield, prepering to
].Und.

Visibiiity wes poar, end this particular section of the
sky wus heavy with treffic of fighter snd light bomber airerufst,
While turning to svecid enother sireraft, I irmediately noticed
_another A-20G6-25 at my apjroximate altitude (1800 feet) cnd et
90 degrees from me, The sircraft was con its dack, sbout 500
vards off my left wing, While I wue wetclhing it, the plane went
into ¢« stee, dive und crashed into the grouvnd, exploding,

It is my opinicn thet 2nd Lt, Kinnicks endeevored tc aveid
the crash by trying to pull uu sherply, but only succceded in
putting the plene in a high’ syeed stell, £& the nose cf the
plane seemed to rise shurply far en instant, then suddenly
mushed into the ground, & what he, peped before my first sight
of the uirecraft cn its back, I Lave no knowledje,

I certify thet this stetement is, to the best of my imowledge,

, b Ay

a true zecount,

THOLS Jo LEONGRD,
2nd Lt.; Asr Ceryps

Anelace

g




U, Febtruary 1944

[

" Cn the .4th day of February 19LL at o, roximately 0960
o'clock I wae flying an &-20G-25 air; lane in the area 2 miles
asnd 290 degrees from Wetherfield, I ncticed en »-20G-25 air=-
plane being chased by two (2) F-47's and one (1) F-51 airplenes,
The plancs were 20 degrees to my pert and tme mile ahead when I
first sighted them, I was flying st an altitude of 2200 feet
and guessed them to be at an altitude of 1600 feet “nc im a
slight divee Th: cirspced of the a»-2 G-25 ¢nd the three pursuit _lunes
must have been arocund 300 mphe The lead pursuit ship egpeared to Le
about 25 feet behind =nd apiroximately the same distance tc the
starboard, just tefare the A-20G-25 sturted into a climb, Tle
£-20G-25 was climbing at en angle of abcut A0 degrees, =uc went
into the clouds at apjroximately 2400 feet., Only one F-47 went
into the clouds in jursuit of the L-20G-25 airplune,

It must have been about ferty @ fifty seconds later when I
noticed the i-20G-25 at 10C0 feet diving tcwards the ground at )
zbout 400 mphe The A-2(G-25 apreared ¢c huve contacted the ground

et ‘n angle of 15 degrees #nd with the right wing slightly low,

The A-20G-25 exploded immediately upon cantuct, I circied
the wreckage twice and then noticed vehicles lewving Wethersfield

to investigate the accident,

It is believed by the undersigned thut the accident wus
caused by & power on st:ll, It tikes this t; e airplune sbout
4000 feet to jull cut of such a meneuver, However, there is ¢
possibility of having encauntered sevare icing counditicps in the
clouds,

The eccident cculd have been svcided if the two different

types of “dreraft had not been compering thedr capabiiitiess

~t

W11 3, vEG,
&lpt.. air CC‘I‘,s.



671st B "MB.RDMENT S8QUADRON (L)
416th BOM? ARDMENT GROUP (L)

8tation # 170
14 Pebruary 1944,
EXTRACT

OPERATIONS ORDER )

'

NUMRER 3 )
Pursuant to authority contained in AR 95-1%5, dated 21 April 1930,

the following training flights, with personnel as indicated, will be con=
ducted this date:

PILOT _Minnicks, W.D., 2nd Lt, ATRPLANE _A-206 213 MISSION Training
CREW ___ Nome T KE=OFF __0900 LAD _1000
BOMB LOAD __None AMUNITION _ Nons ROUTE OUT ___ Local
ROUTE BACK _Local Fuel LODING _Full ALTITUDE __2000"
L] & - L L ®

By order of Captain WILLETTS:

LLOYD F, DUNXN,
Captain, Air Corps,
Operations Officer,

OFFICIAL:

LLOYD F. DUNN,
Captain, Alr Corpe,
Operations Officef,

CERTIFIED A TRUE EXTRACT: (71@‘“\
o(u.o .
. DUNN
clpz.tn, AMr E!orpo,

Operations Officer,

ACA‘L{MM ‘G/#"
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RESTRICGCTED
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HEEADQUARTERS
FOUR HUNDRED SIXTEENTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (L) y
Office of tne Commanding Officer ‘

APO 638, U, 8, ARMY !
22 February 1244, '

4
w
-

SUBJECT: Transmittal of AAF Form No. 14.
TO ! Coamanding General, IX Bomber Command, APO 6338, U. S. Aray.

? Transmitted herewith are four (4) copies of AAF Form No, 14, Report of Air-
craft Accident, on A-20G-25 airplane, Army serial number 43-9213,

For the Commanding Officer: _ '

4 incls:
AT Torm #14 (with incls).

360433 1st Ind. E-J-4
_  HEADQUARTERS IX BOMBER COMVAND, APO 638, U. S. ARMY, 5 March 1944.

'r » |
TO: Commanding General, Ninth Air Force, APO 696, U. S. Army. .

I NS
. Approved. D)

For the Commsnding General:

—

RICHARD € SANIEKS,
Colonel, Air Corps,
Chief of Staff.

4 Incls: !
n/c (one cy each w/d)

-l- .
S RESTRIYICTED



: RESTRICTIED 2F W

360.33 ' 2nd Tnd. E-4-12
HREADQUARTERS, NINTH ATR FORCE, APC 656, U, S. ARMY, 10 March 1944.

To: Headquarters, office of Flying Safety, Army Air Forces, Winston-Salem, lorth
Carclina.

. Report and recommendation of Aireraft Accident Committee approved,

For the Commanding Ceneral; :
7

ke

Lt. Col., Air Corps,
Asst. Ad). General.

L, Incls;
n/c, 2 cys &a w/d.
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