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(Brief narrative of socident. Include stat

DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT

t of

sibility and recommendations for action to prevent repetition)

NARRATIVik: Upon investigating tne accldent it was founc that the nose
wheel was completely misseing and conalderable brush was
around the main landing gear struts. The cockpit was
normal, however, the flapes were only ¢ down. After search-
ing at the down wind end of the landing runway it was
found that the pillot had landed in a field epproximately
100 yards short of the runway. The ailreraft rolled along
on the two maln wheele for approximately 20 yards and on
all three wheels for another 30 yards at which point it
went through a hedge on the side of a ditch., The ditch
and shrubovery Jerked the nose wheel and strut out of the
ailreraft and at the same time the aircraft ballooned.

The nose wheel and etrut were found approximately 30 yards
from the runway ané to the right of it. The eireraft next
touched down on the runway.

RESPONSIBILITY: After observing and inveetigating the accldent, 1t can
only be accounted for by the fact that the pillot
became confuseé and landed short of the runway.
Anotner indéication cf confusion 1g his fallure to
lower the rest of hie flave at tle normal time,

The pilot was queetioned anc he dic¢ not use the
G.1de Indicator on the lapt one-half of the final
approach,

RECOMELENDATIONS: None,

Inels: 7

Inclosure #l-8tatement
Inclosure #2-8tatement
Inclosure #3-Statemcnt
Inclosure #4-Statement
Inclosure #5=Statement
Inclosure #6=Ststement
Inclosure #7-Extract of Operations Orcer
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Colonel, Air Corps, VMalor, Alr. Qorps+""m_"m“
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Night Flying Supervisor
Crew Chief

Engineering Officer
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A. P. 0. 7 140, U.S. Army.
22 April 1944,

5-I=A-T-E-M-E-N-T

At epproximately 220, 21 April 1944 while flying Ship 7 205 I
requested permission to enter the traffic pettern of Statioen # 170 for
a Miﬂ‘o

After permiseion was granted I entered the ocuter ring at an alti-
tude (indicated) of 1,300 feet.

On downwind leg I dropped. 15 to 20° of flaps and checked gear by horn
and visual means. Checked booster pumps, fuel etc.

I called tower again on base leg and entered landing funnel at an
altitude of 1,200 feet, I.A.S. 170 M.P.H.

On final approach rate of descent was 500 feet per minute with I.A.S.
of 130. Rate of descent indication was amber or white after roll out.

The approach path was in line with the flare path and looked normal
in all respects.

When I thought ship wae nearly at end of runway 1 cut throttles and
started to break glide. Landing lights were used.

Upon touching, the ship bounced c¢r seemed to ballon so I added throttle
and touched again, smoothly.

When I felt the ship going over I cut crash ewitch, shut off fuel and
kept on runway by using brakes.

I was accompained by S/Sgt. Egon W. Rust. There was no injury to

personnel.
i s
« CORGILL,
1st It,, Air Corps.
{})’!—-j: ;/ -
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AoPoOo {f 1103 UuSl .
22 April irzi.

SeT=A-Twg-H=E-N=T

On April 21, 1944 at ebout 2230 we were coming in for a landing in Ship
+ 203. Cverything seemed to be going alright.

We hit the ground and seemed to bounce off and came down on the runway
again. Everything seemed to be going fine.

1 was lying on the floor at this time. It was a good landing and did not
notice anything had gone wrong till I saw eparks fly under the plane. The

plane stopped after e few seconds.
J%&d:w zﬁhﬂ”:Bﬁ;;<bf/,

RGEN W, RUST, 38365727
8/5gt., 671let Bomb Sq.(L)
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23 April 1944

1, Following 1s the report of the crash of A/C # 43-9203,
oncﬁl April 1944 piloted by Lieut, GEORGE W. COWGILL, 0-736127,
A.C,:

8. On the night of 21 April 1944, at 2213, A/C #
43-9203, ;1loted by Lieut. George W. Cowgill, using R/T call
sign MAIL3TACK "A' Able called for landing ipstruction on Channel
"A", He was told to land on runway 29 and geve the tower = call
on rle base leg, At 2216 Lieut, Cowglll called on Channel A and
sald that he was on his base leg. The call was acknowledged by
tower,

R. Upon turning onto his final approach, Lieut,
Cowglill turned on his night landing lights. Nothing unusual was
noted about his approach from the towver,

8. The first indication that the plane was in trouble
wae a snower of sparks from the runway &nd at the same time a
telephone call from the Airfield Controllere Van that A/C did
not appear to have a nose wheel, Crasn procedure, as lald down
by directive, was immedlately carried ocut. The radio Jjeep was
dispatched to keep the tower advised. The tlme that crash was
noted wae 2220.

d. At 2224 the radio Jeep notified tower that no one
was injured and that it was bellieved vy the 4th Service Team that
thie plane could be moved within an hour, In adcition to 4th
SBervice Team equlpment a squedron cleat track wae also present at
the scene.

8. At the first indlcation of the crash the other two
A/C from this field who were engaged in night flying were told
to continue circling until further lnetructions were passed To
them. These instructions were acknowledged by both pilots, -

L. At 2232 Flying Control, IX Bomber Command was
notified of crash #nd that runway 29 was unserviceable until
further notice.

E. While craeshed A/C was belng clenred of runway, ap-
proach and runway wae cnecke¢ for any obstruction and Military
Folice petrol were instructed to keep unautnorized personnel
of f runwaye,

B. At 2330 runway wae pronounced clear of all obstruc-
tione; lsnded two A/C in circult and notified Flying Control,
IX Bomber Command that craeh wae clear and that runway 29 was
serviceable.

-1-



1. All nignt flying lights were properly illuminated
and completely servicecvle before and after crsash.,

2. The following report wee submitted by Sgt. J.W.
Wilkinson, Airfield Controller on watch, Quote: "At approximately
2210 enhip, A/C # 203, called for 1ding inetructions, I watched
nim on his approach and he seemed to be alright, The pilot
turned on his landing lighte and illuminated the runway., All
that I could see was his lending lights and he appeared to be
alright but a trifle low. I watched the ship ell the way in and
it didn't appear that he had touched down until he hit the edge
of the rerimeter track, Just as he touched down, I noticed that
the plane had no nose wheel. I immedletely notifiec the tower
of this fact. I had no time to fire flares or give a red light,
The ship touched down at 2220, Just as he was ocposite the

caravan, he nosed down."
éals F. %ﬁr. .

lst Lieut,, Air Corps,
s. F. C. O.

Incl: #3



Inclosure #4
23 April 1944,

1. On 21 April 1944 Lt, George W. Cowgill, in ACSN
43-9203, contacted the tower for permission to land. His
radio procedure and pattern were normal, On the final
approach he turned on his landing lights. The final approach -
appeerec Lo be normal, nowever, shortly after landing, sparks
were observed from tne runway et which time it was evident
that something wae wrong. The Airfield Controller called the
tower anda sala tnat the nose wheel did not sgem to be down
when the alrcraft pessed him, The only indication of an ab-
normal lancéing was the fact tnat the landing lights traveled
througli an arc of approximately 15 degreee at the time the
aircreft toucned down. At the time it appeared tc be only =
rough landing.

2. After being relieved in thne tower I went out to the

scene of the crash,
%HN G. ziZ zaa,

Major, Air Corovs,
Night Flying Supervisor,
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6T15T BOMBARDMINT SQUADRON (L)
0ffice of the Engineering Officer /
STATION # 170 §

22 Apriy 194k,

SUBJROMS S 2AZ2XZXI

70 ¢ ALL CONCERNED,

I heredy certify that Alrplane Am200m25 A.C.#, 43-5203 was in first
class mechanical conditior April 21, 1944, Adrplane was on one red diagonsl,
Ne Crash Axes in Alrplane, Preflight and Daily inspectiorn were pulled,

?{4_ (({m /,( /(ld I T

WILLIA X D, ORAVEC,
T/Sgte. Alr Corps,
Orew Chief,

(el * S
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671ST BOMBAEDMENT SQUATRON ()
Office of the ineering Officer
STATION ¢ 170

SuEoTs SZTAIEZNEX I
T 3 ALL CONCERNED,

I hereby certify that the accident occured to Alrplane 220625,
A.C.f. 439203, April 21, 1944, at station # 170, was of no fault er
neglect of anyome concerned in this department, /
7 '

- ¢ s
/d,.,' X el 4
ALVIN, H, TEIELE, JR.,
1st,, Lt., Alr Corps,
Eagineering Officer,



671ST BOMBARDMENT SQUAIRON (L)
416TH BOMBARDMENT (SROUP (L)

STATIN_# 170, U,.S, Army.
DATE 21 April 1044

OPERATIC:S ORDER )

'

Pursuant to authority contained in AR 95-15, dated 21 April 1930, the
following flighte, with personnel as indicated, will be conducted this date:

EXTRAQCT

PILOT_OOWGILL, G.W., lst Lt. AIRPLANE_A-20G 43-9203 MISSIGN ~T-T (Nite)

OREW_ RUST, E.W., 8/8gt. (G) TAKE OFF_ 2100 LAD__ 22%

ROUTE__ Logal BOMB LOAD ___ N(NE AMUNTIION Military Loed
ALTITUDE 1500

THIS IS CERTIFIED A TRUE EXTRACT COPY3

STUART M. HIXON,
lat Lt., Air Corps,
Ass't. Opns. Officer.



RESTRICTED B-wr-l
NRADQIUARTERS
FOUR HUNDRED STXTEENTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (L)
office of the Commanding officer

APO 140, U. S. Army,
24 April 1944.

SURTECT: Transmitial of AAF Form 1L,
To 1 Commending Ceneral, TX Bomber Commard, APO 140, U, S, Army.

1. Transmitted herewith is AAF Form 14 with inclesures, in (quadruplicate)
on aircraft sccident of lst It. GCeorge W. Cowgill in eirplene ACSN 43-9205, on

21 April 1944,

For the Commending officer;

/s/ Omerge Schenkein,
/t/ GFORGE SCHEMKEIN,
Captain, Air corps,

Ad jutent.
Tncl: 1
Tnecl, #1 - AAF Form 14 (quedruplicate)
360.33 1st ynd. F-J-4

HEADQUARTERS TX ROMRYR COMMAYD, APC 140, U, S, ARMY, 27 April 1744.
Tr; Commanding General, Ninth Air Force, APO £%6, U, S, Army.

Ar,roved,

For the Comnanding ceneral,

/e/ Richard ¢. Sanders,
/t/ RICHARD C. SANDERS,
Colonel, Air cergs,
Chief of staff.
1 Tncl,
Form 1) end attachments (trip)

REBTRIOCEED
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ja)'j.j 4nd Td. B=T=12 1
HEADQUART™S, NIYTH AR FORCE, APC 696, 1, S, ARMY, 2 wy 19kk.

To; Chief, Flylng Safety, army Air Forces, "inston-Salem 1, YNeorth Carolia.
Report of the Alrcraft pcclident officer apiroved.

For the Coomanding ceneral,

C. Fo FIPBART
Lt. Col., Alr coips,
1 Inel; Asst. AdJj. General.
n/e (2 cys ea w/d,)
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BREEZRISZIRR } X S

HEADQUARTERS
FOUR HUNDRED SIXTEENTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (L
OFFICE OF THE COMMANDING OFFICER

APO 140, U,8, Army,
24  April 1944,

susuzcr:  Tranemittel of AAF Form 14, Pt
1o : Gommndigé General, IX Bomber Command, APO 140,
U- B. w.

1. Transxritted herewith is AAF Form 14 with inclosures,
(in quadruplicate) on aircraft accident of let Lt, George V.
Cowglll in airplane ACSN 43-9203, on 21 April 1944.

e

For the Commanding orficer:
/ _

/
aﬁﬁEE?s‘c"/‘“&"‘

Captain, Air Corps,

Adjutant,
Incl: 1
Incl., #l1- AAF Form 14 (quadruplioate)
AEToT

340,133 15t Ind. {ﬂf‘
HEADOUARTERS IX HOMBER CORM YD, APO 140, U. S. ATNY, 77 April ]Vt?;\ "
TO: Commeniing Cen

Approved.

g [ ¥ ¥ ) - ’
Colonel; Air -Corps,
Chief of “%tanff,

1 Inel:
Form 1/ -né attachments (trip)

BEEIRILIER

" (1) L
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: | RESTRICTED .

360,33 2nd vrd. E-7-12
HEADQUARTTRS, NINTH AYR FORCE, APO 696, U. S. ARMY, 2 may 1944.

To: Chief, Flying Safety, Army Air Foroes, winston-Salem 1, Yorth Caroclina.
. Report of the Aircraft Accident officer approved.

For the Cammanding General;

A

1 Inel,
n/c (2 cys ea w/d.)
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