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TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

& formation took off on an operetional mission about 1430, 2 April 1944,
I was leading number three flight of the second box., 2nd Lt. ARTHUR A, MCDONALD
was on my left wing,

At about 1445 the signal was given to ascend through thick overcast,

MWy elament of three ships started up but as the clouds weres so thick it was
impossible to keep each other in sight,

w right wing man left me just after we started up, Lte !cDonald left
my wing just before I broke through a hole through which I could see the
ground, : ‘ : '

I maw Lt, MDonald right above me and called to him to come dowr through
the hole, At about 1447 I saw a big explosicn but didn't know what it was,

The mission was recalled and I returned to the base arnd reported the
explosion I had seen, It turned out to be Lt. licDonald.

e 2 4 /- 1{,
WILLIAM A, PECK,
lst Lt‘ 111' mrp’.
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STIATEMENT

A formation took off from Station 170, 24 April 1944, ebout 1400,
I was flying the right wing of Lt, William A, Peck, and Lt., Arthur A, YeDonald
was flying the left wing, About twenty (20) minutes after take-off we
Were given the signal to ascend through an overcast,

Our three (3) ships started through the ‘overcast that turned out to
be a formation of dark Qumlus elouds, Upon entering we lost sight of each
other and when I saw a hole to the ground I peeled off and left £Or fear
of endangering the other plames, I did not hear Lt. PecKs radio eall,
probably due to the fact that about this time T was on interphone while
trying to inform my gunners of the situation,

I then returned home and learned that Lt, McDonald had crashed and
that the mission was recalled due to weather,
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NORVAN V., SHAINTERG,
2nd Lt, Air Corps,

Ine. #2.
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TOg Whom It May Concerne

Airplane 43-99417 A=20G=35, the airplane in which Lt, lMcponald was pilot
on the day of the mission was on & clear initial, The right engine, both
ailerons and oil cooler had been changed due to battle daumage, Cther than that
no other trouble was had with the airplane,

A 50 Hour Inspection had been completed about three hours of flying time
before the accidente

D puncion T gAY
NORAN Z, ANLAUF,

T/Sgt, 39092075,
Crew Chief,




STATEMENT

TOg Whom It May Concerns

Airplane AAF Serial Nce 43-9941, 4-20G-35, was, on the morning of the
mission wher Lt. McDonald was the pilot, on & clear initial, & 50 Hr.
Inspection had been completed 3 flying hours previous to the accident,
Thers had been no structural members changed, Subject airplane had very
few patched flak holes, and, in my opinion, was in excellent mechanical
condition.

" “CAARLES A, smm,am.i,'
1st Lt, Air Corps,

Tngineering Officer,

Inc., #4,



METROPOLITAN POLICE No, 945,

STATEVENT OF WITMNESS

Erith Station *"R®* Division
25th April 1944

Name James Scobell P,C, 522 "R®*

Address Stationed at Frith Police Station,
STATEMERNT

At about 3.p.m, on 24th April 1944, I was working on my allottment at
Menor Roed, Erith, when I saw the machine about 150 feet in the air, diving
vertically, it seemed to pull out of the dive slightly, and then hit the bank
about 80 yards from where I was working. It immediately burst into flames,

I ran towards it for the purpose of rendering &ssistance, but could see no
sign of life,

/8/ JAMES SCOBELL '.C. 522 *"R*®
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THIS IS A TRUE COPY: %5{4‘;, A Sattrialy
_ T1TAM BATTERSBY,
(hpt, Air Corps,

Inc. #5



659TH BOMBARLVENT SCQUADRON (L)
416TH BOMBARDMENT GRCLF (L)
OFFICE OF THE OFERATIONS OFFICER

) : AFC 140, U.S.Army,
2¢ April 1944,

OFERATICNS CRDER)

NUMBER 57)
- ZXTHACT
- & ® . o . @ @ @ ® *
~ Lt. A.A. McDonald (Filot) (AP} 43-994I  Wission MV
8,8 Leroy nmi Bafnard (Gunner) Take-Cff 142C Lznd Crashed
8/8 Joseph J. Shields (Gunner) =
* ] * *» L . [ ] L * * f

By Orcer of Major CAMFSELL:

RCEERT L. EURTON,
1/Lt Air Coros,
Aes't Opns Officer,

5 (8) ROB=AT L. -~URTON
(T) ROBERT L. BURTON, .

1/Lt. Alr Corus,
Ass't Cons Officer,

A TRUE EXTRACT COPY:

; . e & et -

Maior, Air Coros.

Inc. #6.



HEADQUARTERS
FOUR HUNDRED SIXTEENTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP w
OFrFiCE OF THE COMMANDING OFFICER

APO 140, U.S. Aray,
29  Aoril 1944,

oqutéf: Tranemittal of AAF Form 14.

o : Commanding Generzl, IX pcomber Comuand, APO 140,
U, S. Army, . :

1, Transmitted herewitn ie AAF Form 14 wita inclosures, 760 33
(in quadruvlicate) on aiprcraft accident cf 2nd Lt. Arthur A,
¥cDonald in a2irplane ACSN 43-9941, on 24 Apx/‘fil 1944,

Pl
For the Commancéing Cfflcer:

Inel: 1
E=——Inckh #J-—--A.AF_Form 14 \
' 30y 1s* Ind - -
. LYy 212 728 ol hy b B DA 247X : - 5 ——Ss : -
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HEADGUARTERS, NINTH ’JP FORCE, APC 6 a

RESTRICTE

e S~ et

_nﬂ "I‘d.
S ARVY, B May 1944.

chief, Flying Safety, Army Mr Forces, Winston-Salem 1, 'orth Carclina.

.Repart cf the: Alrcrattiaccident . Gomnitles wisroved

For the Comnending /General,
4?549@%QR

Lt. Col., Air Corps,
AsBL. Acdi. Genergl,

1 Tncl:
n/c (2 cys es w/d)
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