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DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT

( Brief narrative of socident. Ineclude stat st of re )3 "\ili‘y and dations for action to prevent repetition)
BAIGATIVE

At approximately 0815, 18 Cotober 194, sireraft No, 1-39207 was being
taxied from the dispersel area to taleeoff position, Bright sunlight, glering
on the wt ruamy, concealed a hole which wes being repaired in the runway,
Comnssquently the pilet, Lt., Stebbins, taxied the aircraft intoc the hols, The
shock broke the down lock on the right lending gear, and the gear collapsed,

As = result, the right propeller, right engine nacelle, end right wing tip were
damegede

Investigation diselesed that radio instructions om taxiing M .-hhd that ne
taxiing was to be done on the grass, but that taxiing wes to be confined to the
taxi strips, However, specific instructions ss to ebstructions om th® runwey

which was normnally used for taxiing were not given, Comsequantly the pilet was unawgre
of the condition ef the runway,

HESPONSIDILLTL
le Filot srror in not assuring himself of field conditicms,

2¢ Flying Contrel in giving imsdequate taxi instructions snd not
assuring that obstructions were properly marked,

3¢ Commending Officer of Zngineers in mot replacing flags marking
obstructiens,

EECOMMENDATIONS: .

ly, BDetter dissiminaties of the conditicn of the airfield te 21l
concerned, plus more positive taxi instructions, are needed,

2e¢ Filets should net taxi into unkmown conditioms of taxi surfacese

3¢ Responsible persomnel should meke q-rnu that ohtmzlm are
w1l marked et all times, A

INCLOGUKR® Sy 5
Inclosure #1 - Pilot's Statement,
Inclosure #2 « Student Pilot's Statement,
Inclosure lj = Statement of Control Officer,.

Inclesure = Phetegrephse
Iulonn « Statement of Crew Chief,
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18 Coctober 1544,
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1, BARICN D. STEBBLS, Ceptain, air Corps, Serial No. 0730986, €69th
Bomb Sq (L), 416tua tomb Gp (L), Filot in Aircreft A-20B, AAF No, 41l=39207,
returning from a training 1light, stete the following;

The accident occurred while taxiing imst on runway 290° st appreximately
0820 on the 18 October 19/l

Wihile trying to avoid some construction work at the left of the runway,
1 taxied into a hole in the center of the runway, witu the right main gear,
which resulted in the collapse of the right gear,

The runwey was wet end with the sun suhining on %he wet surfage reflecting
~directly in my eyes made the visibility bad,

Ihere were no flags nmarking the construction work,

1 received no taxi instructions from the tower other then to taxi to

/ﬂ_&,ézzz:;

LARTCN D, STEEBINS,
Captain, Air Corps,
Filot.

no
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6718T BOMBARDMENT SQUATRON (L)
416TH BOMBARDMENT GROUF (L)

‘.P.G. ‘ M. U.S. w.
19 October 194y,

STATEMENT

Alongo J,P. WINH, lst Lt,, Alr Corps, 0737920, Student-Pilot in A~26B,
No, 207 "V¥ yith Lt, Stebbine as imstructor em 12 October 19k4

L L] L L] »

At approxiiately 0815 taxi instructions were givem to Lt, Stebbim to
taxi to runway "two gero’ for take-off, No further instructions were given,
On taxiing due East on ruuwey "oue oue® at about 0820, the right landing
gear collapsed due to a hole in the middle of the ruaway. Visibility was
very poor due to the sun and glare from water ou the runway.

The right prop, right nacelle and right wing tip was dameged,

o

1st Lt,, Alr Co
671st Bomd 8q (L

Pk #r R TRIrTE D
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The following statement is made regarding the accident of 4/C #207,
"V", piloted by STEBBINS, Barton D., 1lst Lt., A.C., at approximately 0815,
18 October 1944.

At OB0O the R/T Operator had been instructed by the F.C.0. to inform
all A/C to use taxi tracts and not grass as it was too soft.

At 0815, 4/C #207, "V", piloted by Stebbins, while taxing on R/W 29/11
and not on taxi tract as instructed, ran into hole which had beey marked by
Control Crew but had been removed by Engineers in their work and not re-
placed by them.
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18 COctober 1944

10 WOl IC LAY CULOLR3

un the morning of 19 CUctober 194, Aircraft A-26b, AAF No, 4139207,
was given & .reflight and Daily Inaspection by tihe undersigned and toc the
best of my knowledge, the szubject Alrcraft was in safe condition for flight,
<0 defacts were found on the Ireflight or Daily Inspection,

/ Xk W, \DER,

W

1/Sct., 13038611!
671st bomd Sq (L,,
Crew vhief,



















HEADQUARTERS
416TH BOMBARDMENT "GROUP (L)
Office of the Commanding Officer

APO 140, U,8,Army
23 October 1944

J .

SUBJECT: Transmittal of AAF Form 14,

TO t Commanding General, 9th Bombardment Division (M), APO 140,
Uo ‘.‘ﬂ’. +

Tranemitted herewith is the AAF Form 14 and inclosures ( in Quad-
‘ruguuto) on aireraft accident of Lt. Barton D, Btebbins in aireraft
umber 41-39207, A-26B-20, 18 Ootober 1944, :

For the Commanding Officer:

A

\
¢ CA/L.J’
l scnmsn
i Ocptm, Air dorpl
| n mnm‘o
“ Inoclosurest "
! : AAF Form 14 an in Quadruplicate ).
' 560,33 : Bad=2
\ SEABQUANTERS 9TH DOMBARDMENT DIVISION (M), APO 140, U, £, ARMY, 1 December 1944.

T0: Commanding General, Ninth Alr Force, &PC 696, U. S, Amy.

TR g a - ¢ ] ; » | L
Subnitted in compliance with Memorandum 55-1, Headouarters 'inth Air Force,

/ dated 22 Llarch 194/,

! -
1'/ For the Commanding General: ".

- — 5
AICHARD f.‘ Eit‘;:n;-::,

l-.
’ ' ‘* Brig, Gﬁnn, Lewelog
%" Chief of Staffe

A
Incls: (1 ey ca. w/d). %
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