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- DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT
.

(Brief narrative of accident. Include statement of responsibility and recommendations for action to prevent repetition)

NARSATIVE;

At 1150 hours, 1 November 194l,-A-20K, aireraft number L/=s350, pilet Brig.
Ganeral Backus, spproeched airstrip A=230 and attempted to contact the control
tower on 6440 K.Ce, However, he was uncble to contact the tower, As he spproached
the f£ield for a landing, he was unesbls to ses a red light signal becauss of poor
visibilityes On landing, due to poor forward visibility amd & slight downwind, the
wheels touched toc far down the runways DBecause of the wet and slippery condition
of the runway, h® wes unsble to bring ths aircreft to & stop., OConse uently, the aire
oraft proceedsd off the and of the.runway, striking C-47, 41-18367, vhich wes stuek
in the md 100-150 yards off the end of the runways- Both aircraft vers .severely
damaged, - =

RESPONSIEILITYs

50 percent pilot error, The pilot used poor judguent when, efter he wes
unsble to obtain radio contact, he did nct thorcughly investigete the fisld
corditions, wind conditions, and possibilitiea for ground signals before landing,
Secondly, h® used poor judgment in not going arocund when ke saw that he could not
land in the first part of the runways.

25 jercent weether, Poor visiMlity in light rain made obssrvation of ground
signels and field conditions sxeesdingly difficult,

25 percont fie.d conliticns., The steal planking runway wes go slick with
rein and mud that the brekes had no offect cnce the landing hec been made,

RECOMENDATICHSS

When definite landing—inlmotiém cannot be obtained, pilc‘ru should use
eyery available msans of @etermining lending conditions vefore & landing is

attempted, "L
INGLOSURES; 2 . O f5:
Incl, #1 - Statement of Pilot, :
Incl. #2 - Statemsnt of Navigetors L ¥ OV
Incl, #3 - Statement of Pessenger. / 4

Comuandinge :
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5 * DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT k= 3
< s
(Brief dsvation’s cotbPas "lnci@le statement of responsibiity anc ryommendations for action to M =

AL ADTTS

| @8 1150 hours, T Memiber 1544, A-20K, aircreft meber (=350, plot Brig.
Gewery] Seclms, appresches airstrip &-23C and attempted o bonteet the ocontrol
tewmr o 6440 X.0., Howewer, hb ¥es un=ble to ccntedt the towsr, 48 he = proeched
ths fisld for » landing, he was unabls to sees a red light signal beceuse of poor
visidbility, On landing, due $o poor forward visibility and & slight downwind, the
#oels toucked too far down the runway. Decause of the we! 2ad slippery condition
of the runway, b* wes unable to bring the airereft to = stops UJonsequently, the =ir-
craft procssded off the =nd ol the ruuwey, etriking G-47, 41-18367, which was stuok
in the mud 100-150 yards off the end of th® runway, Both zircraft were gaverely
damgtd.

RESPONSIEILITY:

50 percent pilot error, The pilot used poor judgment when, after he was
unable to ovtein redio ccntect, he did not thoroughly investigate the field
conditions, wind ecnditions, end possibilities for ground signels before lendinge
Secondly, he used poor judgssant im not going around when he saw that he eould not
land in the first pert of th® runway,

25 percent weather, Poor visibility in light rein mede observetion of ground
signals cnd field conditions exceedingly difficult.

25 percent field ‘opndélﬁbn's. The steel pla“ﬂdng runway wes so slick with
rein and mud that the brekes had no effeet cnoe the landing had bsen made,
REOGSENDATICNS, -

“When definits landing instructions cenmot be obfaim&. p-m\mld use
svary availeble usans of determining landing conditions before a lending is
attenpteds

- g . i “

T

+ INCIOSURES; 2

- Incl, #l - Statement of Piloks, '@

- Incle #2 - Statement of Navigatore 1 |,
Incl. @ - Steatemcnt of Passenger,

Ooloml. Air kl’i"n ) ]
’ Oomrundings ' : A 0 Batllel

19 Deosmber 1944
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AFQO 140, U 5 army,
12 licvember 1544.

On 1 November 1944, I took off from Army Air Force Station A-50,
Freuce, in A-20K=-10 airceraft number 44-350 2t 1025 Loyrs, iy capacity
wes pilot end the purpose of the flight wrs a routine navigetion trein-
ing flight. The woather exnrcute varisd fram ground fog with ceiling
zero end tops eigit hundred (800) feet wuith cleer eky and unlimited
visibility ebove, to tea tenths (10/10) overcest with cme thousand (1000)
foot ceiling end visibility from one (1) to four (4) miles, Upom arrival
over Quergueville, moderate rain was encountered with a one thousand
(1000) foot ceiling =nd visibility reduced to one-helf (1/2) to one (1)
mile. I attempted to comtact the control tower on 6440 K.C. but wes
unsble %o do so, and any light which might heve beea flashed by ths con=-
trol tower was not seen. Oa lending, due to poor forward visibility emd
a slight down wind, the wheels touched toc far domn the runwey, which was
constructed of pierced stesl planking and was sc slick with rein end mud
thet the brekess had no effect. The mircraft skidded off the eud of tlue
pierced plamk runwey and into & Douglas g=-47 aircraft, which was stuck
in the mud approximately seventy-five (75) yards beyond,

The right wing of the A=20K eircraft struck the rudder and teil
seotion of the C-47 eircraft snd resulted in meajor structural damage

to both aircraft.

Yo persoancl injuries were susteined and no demege to private or

eivilian property reculted.

EDUARD i, BACKUS,
Brigedier Gensral, USA.
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IEBADNUMRTERS
97TH COMBAT BOMBARDMOENT WING (L)

APO 140. Ue S &rmy

STATE 11 XNovmeber 1944

=

=
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On 1 November 1544, I took off in mircreft A-20K-10, ACSN 44-380, piloted by
nrigedier Genersl E. N. BACKUS, from A-55 at 1025 hours, My capacity wes Bambardier-
Nevigetor, and the purpose of the flight wes for e routine navigetion =mnd pilot
proficiency check, Our rouie mas from Base to Isigmy to Querqueville, The weather
enroute veried from ground fog with eéiling zerc, tops 800' with visibility umnlimited
tc 1000* ceiling with visibvility from one to four miles, At Querqueville moderate
rein was encountered, ceiling 1000' and visibility one helf to one mile, Upom
lending, due to poor rorward visibility, we overshot the runway =nd skidded off the
end into 2 Douglas (=47 type transport, stuck in the mud. No personnel injuries
resulted.

No demege to privete or civilien property resulted.

/e/ ualter J. Wilsom,
/t/ WALTER J. WILSON,
H&JOG'. m.
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I was passenger in the gurnor'n compartment of the sirplane,
A=20K ¥ 44=350, piloted by Brigséier Censral E.N, Backus, on 1
November 1944, betlween 1 ané 1200 hours,

This alreraft was brought in for a landing, 1 November 10944,
on & wet landing strip A=23C, and slid off the end of the runway,

I was not injured in this accldent.

/8/ WAYKE E, DOWNING,
/8/ WAINE E. DOWRING,
lat Lt., Alr Corps.

A TRUZ CUrX

ek Bty

Lt. Col.,
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HEADQUARTERS G5
97T COMBAT BABARENT WING (L)

AFC 140, U S5 Army,
21 December 1944.

c SUBJECT: letter of Transmittel,

1 M . -

TO ¢ Camending Zeneral, 9th Bombardment Division (M), A0 140, U S &uy,

1, Trensmitted uarewi are AAF Forms 14 with relateld statements on a;:‘ 3}
A=20K=10 Alrcraft ACSN 44-350 end C-47 Alrcraft ACSN 41-18367.

For the Comanding General:

Major, Alr Corps,
4 Incls: { Adjutant,

el 1 AAF Forms 14 with statements, A-20EK-10

ACSN 44~35C {iz queadrdiplicate)

Iricl 2 AAF Forms 14 with statements, C=47
ACSY 41-18367 (in quadruplicete)
Inel 3 Worksheets of Forms 14 (in dup rlicate) on C-47 ani A=-20K-10, otm=tion A-23C.
I letter fram 1t JQES to Lt Col TOWLES.
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”033 Illi. N“’
5 HEADQUARTERS 9TH BOMBARMENT DIVISION m,nouo, U, S. ARMY, 23 December 1944.

L] .

mm,mm'm,mm, U. S. Ammy.

Submitted in compliance with Memorandum 55«1, lbmunthmhru,
dated 27 November 1944.

For the Commanding Generals =

e
2 Al i
LT. COLONEL A.

ADJUTANT GENERAL.

10 DEC 1544

2 Incls:
Inels 1 & 2 - n/e (1 cy ea w/d)
Incls 3& 4 -w/d
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360433 2nd Ind. E~PRi=3
TADQUARTS S NINTH AIR FORCE, APO 696, US Army, 6 Jamuary 1945,

T0: Chief, Flying Safety, Ammy Air Forces, WinstonySalem 1, North Carolina.
Report and recomendation of Adrcraft Accident Committee approved.

For the Commanding General: é ;

5.V, IHSLIN,

Ya jor, A GeDe,

Asst Adj. Cen,
-
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2 Tncls:s n/e (2 cys =a w/d)
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