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[ RBrief narrative of aecident. Tpclude statement of responsibility and recommendations for action to prevent repetitien)
NARRATIVE:

S rtein lonroe tock off et spproximately 1400 for the purpose of checking the
hydraulic syatenm of eircraft A-26B-15 nuzber ,3-22;20. Sodn after takeoff, he wes
reczlled beceuse of a cugoep rein shower. Ther: wac & strong wind, end ihe runvay
into th= wind wes unservicesbls, However, weétner conditions necessitated an imme-
diete leniiuz at this tase. Comnsequently, Captein ikoaros used only half flapa,
end wrde his lending in the strong erosswind. '» umade e normal approach end e
normel lending on the first third of the runway, However, the runway wes wet and
very slippery. VWhen he zppli=d brek-s, they did not hold. Conseju~ntly, he akidded
off th* snd of the runway. Th+ right waeel sank into the mud, end thea hit solid
grevel cf & filled in hole. ihe right mein gesr dreg strut brace troke, and the
ssar collapsed, .eenwhile, th» sirplene swung to the right, and ths nose wheel
hit @ hole whils cliding sideways, uonse uently, the nose wn+el fork broke ‘off
at the shoc¢. strut pistun.

she right wing tap was damaged, and both projellers were damaged. Ths right
necelle and the nose wheel doors were slso damsged. Only the right engine had
sudden stoppage. The lower turret was damaged. The aircraft is repeirable,

RESFONSIEILITY:

£0 percent fisld conditions. The unservicezlle runway wrde mecessary & landing
in @ strong crosswind, The ground speed on landing was probably unusually fest for two
reasops; first, only half flaps were used lscause of th= stromg crosswind; second,
because of the unserviceable runwey, the aircreft wes not landed into th= wind.
In eddition, the runwey was wet and slippsry,.

20 ~reent weather, The strong wind scross the wei runway usde lending sxceed-
ingly vifficult.

10 pereent hendling quelitiss. This t¢p* eircraft hes a pronounced tendency
to cock into the wind and to skid without slowing down on wei surfaces,

10 percent pilot error in technigue, It is possible that ths pilot could have
slowed his asirersft slightly by cutting his mixture control, dropping full flaps,
end oprning cowl flaps immecdiately after landing,

HECOMENDATIONSS

Tilots b» ceutioned that, whem it is neces sery tc land en eireraft under the
econditions herein describ~d, they use all aveilabl+ msans to slow the eircreft
.41

23 wuch o5 possible, This should include cutting mixture controls, Aropping full
fleps, enl openirg cowl fleps Lwediately after landing.
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670TH BOMBARININT SQUADHCH (L)
416TH BOMBARIAENT GROWP (L)

AFC 140, US ARY,
L pecember 1544,

STIATEXENT
DATE OF ACCIDENT: / December 194i.

FLIGHT PlANs ]Ipcal
MISSION: Teet 0P
T.0. 1400 Crash 1410

WEATEER CLEARENCE: 2/10 = 3/10 clouds et 1500
10/10 elcuds at 2000¢
visibility <.e 3000 vards
frin stom coming in

on this date, I, captein HUGH A. MONROE, flew an A-26B-15 type air-
ereft No. 43-22320 for the purpose of test hop of the hydreulic system. The

airereft checked perfectly on the ground before teking off, I called the
tower for a weather forsast of the field in ome (1) hour. They gave me &
forcaest of intermittent showers at that time; consequently, I tock the run-
wey and took off. About three (2) minutes after take-off, the tower recalled
me. When turning or bese leg I geve & thorough check of the hydraulic pres=-
sure and the gear eame down pormelly, I ~hecked this specificelly as Y hed
to purp the gear down on & previous test hope

1 turned cn finel approach and eirspeed resd 150 all the way in, There
was e strong 90° crosswind and it wes raining. The runway wes wet. T used
half flaps. The landing was mede nomelly end well within the firet third
of the field, 7T applied brekes approximately at the halfway point of *he run-
wey, To the best of my knowledge the brekes worked fine, bowever the tires
could not get trecticn cn the slippery runway, The tendency of the aircraft
was to slide from one side to the other almost leaving the runwey several times,
The only instances I was eble to determine the wheels getting stopping traction
waes when the aircraft would pass over & fillei-in bowb emter, Approxime tely
300 feet from the end of the runway I realized the ghip would not stop 2o I
held both brakes sompletely down; we left the end of the runway and continued
sliding in the mud for about 100 feet where the right mein gear hit a filled-
in shell hole and collapsed, Trmedistely afterwards, the nose wheel collapsed,
The sireraft spun halfwey arownd and stopped. There was ng injury to personnel

end the airemft cen be repaired, /’ :/‘/ ,(j )’ukmab

A. MONROE,
c‘phm. Alr Ocrpe ,

cred
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670TH BOMBARIMENT SQUADRGN (L)
4 16TH DOMBARDMENT GROUP (L)

AFO 140, TS Army,
4 Decemder 1904,

SIATEMENT

Trmediately after take-off, we received e call to return to field due to
weather, Captain Monroe mede a good lancing but when brekes were epplied, the
wheels began sliding and plane skidded from side to side, slowing down some,
wheels could not get traction om wet runway to stop in time, Plane went off
end of runwey end right mein gear sunk in filled in crater, buckling the geer,
ceneing plane to swerve around and nose geer 10 buckle, No injury to oeccupants,

Plane can be repaired,

ROEERT L. KIRK,
1st L%, AITr CoIpS,.
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670TH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (L)
416TH BOMBARDMENT GFOUP (L)

AP0 140, US Amy,
L Dpecember 1944,

STATENMEXNI

plane landed properly wub the Sires seemed to slide on the wet runway
and the ship skidded firom side ioc side, We lost some speed but were still
treveling very fast when we came %o the end of the runwey, After leaving the

runway the right mein geer hit end sunk in e filled in bomb crater, Plane
can be repeired,

WIIMAR L. KIDD,
S/Sgt, Gumer.
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670TH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (L)
416TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (L)

APO # 140
4 December, 1544

STATEMENT

Airplane No. 45-82320 was, to the best of ay knowledge,

in safe mechanical condlition. Both preflight and dail{
inspections nad been performed before airplane was released

for flight.

Minor discrepancies were listed on Foram 1lA.

Captain, "Alr Corps,
Engineering Officer.

(%]



6707H BOMBARD4ENT SQUADRCN (L)
418TH BOMBARDM NT GROUP (L)

APO # 140
4 December, 1944

STATEMENT

Alrplane No. 43-22320 was, to the vest of my knowledge,
in safe mechanical condition and all discrepancles were noted
on Pora lA. Preflight and Dally Inspections were performed
splor to the release of the airplane for flight and no

mechanical defects were found.

FRANK PELLIGRINO,
Sgte., Alr Coros,
Crew Chlef.
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Following statement is made regarding accident of A-26, #320 "s",
Piloted by Capt. Monroe on 4 December 194L:

"S" landed at 1432. The landing appeared to be normal--plane
touching down within the first hundred yards. Plane was still going
about 40 miles an hour as it reached end of runway. Plane seemed to
go sideways towards taxi-track at end of runway, then ran off end at
left side. HRight undercarriage went into bomb crater which resulted
in wing tips being broke off. C(rash crew and ambulance were dis-

patched immediately to scene of crash.,
/(,é, ?, & ///f% -

E. Mc CLELLAN,
1st Lieut., A. C.,
F. C. O.
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Office of the Comuending Ufficer

aFU 140, U, S, Army,
Dmcembar 19“0

SUBISCL,  Trensmittal of Adr Form 14,

0 t#  Commanding uensral, 9th Bombarduent Division (&), AFo 140,
Ue S, army,

Trenamitted herew,th is the AAF rorm 1) and inclosures (ip qQuadrup=

licate) on eccident of Captain Hugh &, wonros in a=26B=15 aireraft number
43=22320, L December 1944 4

for th® Commending Officar

GR0HGE" schmm.  P—

Captein, Adir Corps,

Ad jutant,
dinel:
AAF rorm 1) anc. inclosures (in guedruplicate)
360,33 lat Ind, I=J=1
FJ FTADQUARTFRS OTH BUMBARD'ZNT D VISION (M), AF 140, U.3., ARMY, 21 Decenber
iy Com £ eral, th 4ir Force, Al 9 Ss A
' Sul A n co iance wa -1, ¢ th Af ree
dade g ™ e
or % “omna ; General:
1T A
i ))i\ QL ¢ et
£ o A- ' C. C. VEGA, Jr.,
— 0 S
e i‘g > | LT. COLONEL, AC.
- €8 %W/c b f
£ / ADJUTANT GENERAL,
2 4
%, u"/
R

BRECTYRICTER



- TISTﬁleE;

360033 2nd Ind,
HEADGUART RS N AIl PORCL, APO 696, US Argy. © 9 BE 644

T0s Chief, Flying Safety, Army Air Forces, Winston=Szlem 1, North
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