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DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT .
(Bl nnrrat!ive of acceldont Include statement of responsibilivg snd recommendations for action Lo prevent mepetition)

NARRATIVE;

Retuming frém & combat mission on the morning of the 2¢-Dscember 194k, Lt.
Mirray discovered that'he had no hydraulic pressure, Unable to build up pressure
ig the main lines with his hydravlic hand pump, he found it necessary to pump his
landing gear dowm with the emergency system., He then made a slow, full flaps lande
ing. However, when he used the emergency air brake his left brake grabbsd and his
right bral» was ineffective, This pulled him off the runway to the left, He cut
his engines, and wes slowing down when his nose wheel dug into a bomb crater and
collapsed, . :

Investigation disclosed that the right btrake control valve was by-passing
pmssure to the right brake, Thus pressure and heat wers built up in the nscoprene
brake seal, and resulted in failures of the seal, Hydraulic fluid thus lost resulted
in failur® of the main hydreulic system, When the eir brake was used a suall
amount of air pressure affected the left breke momenterily before all air pressure
escaped through the right breke, This was sufficient to swerve the aircraft off
the runway to the left,

RESPONSIBILITY:
Materisl feilure of right brakes control valve, L}l
RECOLMENDATIONSs ,
None, f 4
INCLOSURES: - 7 (; '

Incl, #1 - Statement of Pilot,.
Incl, #2 - Statement of Ounner,
Tnel, #2 - Stetement of Group Engineering Officer. ” 1\
Incl, #4 = #5 = Statsnments of Squadron Enginsering Officer. |
Incl, j#6 = Statement of Orew Chief,

Inel. #7 = Photographs.

MQ]Z;JM ({ 'Z> %

THEODORE Re AYLES
Colonel, Air Corps,
Commanding,

_f.umﬂ‘c

Signaturd YA =/, —NT7IE

Investigating Cfficer,

Date .3 January 1945
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67187 BOMBATTHEYT S@ADROY (1)
L16TH BOIEARD' AT GROUP (L)

APO 140, U3 army,
30 Necember 15H1Y4,

On the morning of 29 December 1944, I ws pilot of aircra“t A~-20B-20,
41-39209. As I ws texiirg out from the nerstana tc the take-off strin {(02)
it v 8 neceggery tc maintaln fiftecr hurdred (1500} r.;,m, on the right
auglane anl Lo use the lefl Preks alsc in order to keesp thes nlane on the
verimeter track,

Everything went 21l right throughout the miseion until on the wny dack
to the base when my gunner cslled me snd reported oll coming from the right
engine nacelle, On checking the inetruments I found thot the hydreulic
pregsure gauge re-d gzero, Realizing there was a btresk in the line, I celled
"Boatdeck" control and advised them of whet hed heppened and thest I was
going to putmy wheels down with the emergency system, After dcing so and
having tre control tower check my wheels, I come in to land, Mernwhile I
had cslled my gunner and told nim to telre hie erach poslition,

Cn advice from the econtrol tower I made & full flap landing and tried
to use ay brakes with the lhana yump, After finding that the hand pump ald
not give me any brekins pewaer, I had to use the emergzaacy #ir brake unon
which the left vheel ceught, btut the right wheel did not. This pulled me
off the runway to the left and the nosavheel dug into & cr ter an? coll:psed.

Mhere was no injury to either member of the crew,

/)
£ £ e ials ¥ / Aty
THOMAS J. MURTAY, Jr.
ist Lt,, Alr Corrs,.
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On the momminz o7 29 December 1344 I was f1ving es turrst sunner with
L+, Murray in A-26B-20, 41-39209, Fverything went norm-1l thrcughout until
on our return o base, whern I noticed au oil leak coming ocut of the ri it
enzine nacel’e anl) collecting on the right horlzoertal stabilizer., I imnediately
culled the pilot and informed him of the 1uck.

‘hen Iit, Murray came 1z for & landing, the landing gear fulled to come
down, 80 he pulled up and informed me th-t the landing gesr woeuld anst lower.
I atteupted to re-ch the cock-pit to asslst in pumying down the go'r “u! wes
unshle t¢ do su beceuse of the Lowb load, so I returned to the gunners
conpariuent, Lt, Murray then pumped the larding gerr down Dy nimaelf end I
checked it with my lowsr turret sight and we proceeded to come in for = lexdi g,

As we ceme in to land, I took the junners crash positicn, Lt, durray
rade & uormel landing, but hed *tc use the alr Tottle and upon dolng so only
the left br ke took shold and we were pulled off the runway tnd into the
graseg and a hole where the nose wheel “vg in and collansed.

I icmedictely got out and went Lo the pllots ccrpertment to see 1f Lt,
Murrcy wes okey, No one wes injured in the ac-ident,

ﬁkgétdzfz,uﬁ4diﬂﬂl1,

DELEERT ¥, DE BOVER,
§/Sgt., 17112486,
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S=l = ~T~E~li=Egl=~T 31 December 1944

I investigated the accident vhich occured on airoraft No 41-39208 and I
found that the right brake control valve was by-passing pressure to the right
brake which explaine the pilot reporting that he was required to use sxcesaive
engine powsr on the right engine and use left brake in order to taxi straight.
Due to the distance he was required to taxi to take off position and during his
take-of{ run, excessive heat wes gonerated in the brake assembly whioh distorte.
the neoprene brake seal. All the tire he was flying, pressure was being slowly
built up on the brake assembly and after reaching a point beyond the capaoity
of the distorted brake seal, the brake ssal finally blew out. Whien the brake
seal fimally blew out, the leaking brake contrcl valve continued to by-pass
hydraulic fliuid to the brake assembly which finally resulted in total loss of
hydraulio fluld, wiich was evident by the inside of the wheel well being covered
with hydraulie fluid. )

Upon landing the pilot used his emergency alr brake system which did not
work sufficiently to stop the airplane because the blown brake seal would not
hold the pressure. The aircraft went off the runway to the left because
slight amount of air went to the left side before being ocompletely leogt tarougn
the blown brake seal. The aircraft rolled into a filled in bomb crater which
stuck the nose whecl gear causing it to break at the hinge of the mechanism,

288 WSl PR Iraoting s wnd sucurlng tae LIARTAEESTDly, Upper nuse whesl retracting,

from its mounting. Other damage was to the ncsge wheel doors and the left

propeller.
Yubisrsh Lokt

CWe, UBA,
Group Engineering Officer.
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67197 BUMBARDNINT lgoml (r) U
§16TH BOMBARTMINT GROUP (L)
Office of the Emgineering Officer

m n“. ul'. “.
29 December 1’“.

smipr ¢ STAZANBEZ.
T, t A1l Cemcerned,

1 heredy certify that alrplane Ae268020, A.C, Ser, Fe,
4139209 which cresh landed December 29, 1944, st statien # AeSD,
kad o preflight asd a dally inspeciien Ppulled and was in excellent
flying oceanditien prier te takessff, This pocident eccurred threugh
pe fault or neglect of anyene cencerned in this department,

v

. =, g", ;
ﬂ%@;&ﬂ. JReg” ™
omd‘r Mr Jerps,
Englssering Offloer. .
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671ST BOMPARDMIET SQUADRON (L) ur
B16TH BOMBARDMENT GuUP (L)

Office of the Magineering Cffiocer
| 71 December 194
BUBJBOT 1 Accldeat Imvestigation
T0 ! A1) Coanceraed,

1. I hereby certify that airplane type An2uB=20, A.C, Ser,
Fe, 4139209 crash Yanded st this statien December 23, 1944,

2. This airplsne sverved te the left of the ruaway after
the pilet had appiled the amir breke system, 7Tnhe gir brake system
was net effective, BSubdbject alrpiane rellsd imte a beud orater
and the mese whesl buckled after it had suak iate the sefv gremad,
The damage om this aircraft consisted ef a Peat left prepeller

and the nese wheel assembly whica had buckled after breaking at the
aese gear retrecting linksge, Beth of these assemblies must be

replaced, All ether damage was of mimer mature,
4, Imvestigatiem revesled that pressure had bypassed the

" pewer brake cestrel valve asd that tals pressure sxertsd caused

a dragging of the right brake, This duilt uwp a heat that caused
deterieration of ths brake seals, It is my belief that these segls
Breke in f1ight and thus the dulk ef the hydraulie fluid was lest

frem the system, The right maim wheel well of ithis alrplane vas
snear®d vith a large quastity of hpivaulic fluid, This acosunts fer the
ineffective results of the use of the emergeacy alr brake aystem

on this airplane gt tne time ef this accldeat,

VN K TR AL,
°m.1l| Alr “m.
Bagineering Officer,



67187 BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (r)
41 6TH BOMBARDMENT GROTP (L)
Statien ¥ A55

29 December 1944
SUBJEOT i Statememt of Crew Ohlef,

e 1 All Cemcerned,

1 hereby certify that airplane Aw26Ba20, A.C, Ser, Ne,
4139209 which crash lamded Decemser 29, 1944, at statien # A,
had a prefiight and a dsily imspectien pulled and was in excelleat
flying ocenditien prier te takewsff,

e L4 Al

A« EALLE,
}94303“. !ﬂﬂ‘ta
Urew Chdef,
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HEADQUARTERS
416TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (L)
Office of the Gommanding Officer

APO 140, U.5. Army,
S January 1945,

SUBJECT: Transmittal of AAF Form 14.

TC : Commanding General, 9th Bombardment Division (M), APO
140, U.S. Army.

Transmitted herewith is AAF Form 14, in quadruplicate,
on A-26B-20 aircraft gerial number 41-39209 piloted by lst Lt.
Thomas J. Murray, 29 December 1944.

For the Commanding Officer:

4 "
£ &
SCHENKEIN,
Captain, Air Corps,
AdJjutant,
1 Incl: AAF Form 14 (in quadruplicate) .. =~~~
360,33 1st Ind, E-Q-14

HEADQUARTERS 9TH BOMBARDMENT DIVISION (M), APO 140, U, S, Army, 12 January 1945.
TO: Commanding General, Ninth Air Forece, APO 696, U, S, Army,

Submitted in compliance with Imuninlul 55-1, He unrtp Nin F
dated 27 November 1944. 4 alq o Wi

For the Commanding General: o 'Ld 52¢z”&:ji£}
n

, l. PARMENTER,

19 J‘i? b CAPTAIN, AC.
Koz, ASS'T ADJ. GEM.

1Inel: n/e (1 ey w/d) G Lo

L -1-

nssrn:c"rzn
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C % ' : RESPRICTED
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360433 2nd Ind.
HEADQUARTERS NINTH AIR FORCE, APO 696, US Army, 25 Jamuary 1945,

TO: Chief, Flying Safety, Army Air Forces, Winston-Salem 1, North Carolina,

Report of Aircraft Accident Officer approved, P
For the Commanding General: f’; /
M/%J¢2;Q£“ﬂ
8.V, HESLIN,
. : Iljor, l.G.D.,
1 Incl: (2 cys w/d) d Asst Adj. Cen,

30
o
i
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