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= x DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT "

(Brief narrative of accident. Include statement of responsibility and
WARRATIVE)
. . 2

- -
Of 12 Jenuary 1945, Lt, Robérss was goheduled tH tale-cff on en oreraticnal
mission in A-26R.20, ;gl 20204, APter malding s thorough chpok E{‘hls epgines h* $ock
the ronwey snd stertel hie telmooff wif, Homwver, he refsed the rcse vheel off the
grwrd vmoually eerly in the tal®<off rue, Hs held the noss ia an abtnoraelly high
ett4#hde and th ineressed dras geused by wing apl fuselsge surfesss prevented normel
acerlaration to taiw-off spoed, Ocnssquently, when the aircraft 2id lseve +he grow d,
2t £ point gpproxirstely 4-o-%hirds of the way down the runway, it was in a semi-gtall
gttitude, The pilot, realizing thet the alroreft wes mushing, applied £:11 power =nd
sicked up ki3 wheels in en offort to biild up eirspsed, However, ‘the aircra’s settled
back to the rurwey, The pilot imedistely out his enzines an’ the eireraft'slid to a
3top on the undersurfecs of the fuselage,

for action to prevent repetition)

No perscan~l were injured, Although the pilot reported a slight roughness of one
engine, he @id not belisve that this effected his teke-off, No witnesses noted e loss
of pomer or rougmess of either enzine,

BB CIISTETLITYY

100% pilot error., Brror in technique, The pilot pulled the nose up so early and
held it so high that it was im; >ssibls for the sircraft to obtain adeguate eirspeed
before it left the ground, Consequently, it became esirborne in a semi-stall sondition
and settled back domn, Because he hsd picked up his wheels, the pilot could not take
adventage of thd runway in.front of him, end he creched, '

W -

In teking off in a tricydle gear airplene the nose wheel should be lifted just
enongh to barely ciser the surface until flying speed e attained, The nose should
they be raised ensigh to 2llow the =iFerait to fiy itself off, ~If the noss is too
high on the takmecff rn, the drag will hindar the building up of airgyes1,

DIiOSURES; 9
" Inel, Staterert of Pilot,
. I*o" Stetament ~f Cuyrper,
T Inel. Statarant ¢ Witasss,
Inel. Staterent of Witness,
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SIATEMELNI

At 1130 hours I arrived at my assigned aircraft, A-26B-20, AAT No. 4l-39204
to comply with the briefed times. After a check of my aircraft and after pull=
ing the pins inm my bombs I started my eungines., After my engine check I taxled
out on time in ny proper position,

pefore I cleared to the runway 1 ran my engines up and checked for carbure-
tor icing using carburetor heat, After a thorough check I cleared to the rune
way and proceeded to teke off,

AMfter getting approximately 100 mph airspeed I started the nosewheel cff,
The right engine was cutting out slightly but was causiii no trouble.

¥hes I hed approximately 125 mpk I started vo fly the aircraft .off the
ground, The aircraft was mushing so I used full power, My airspeed did not
increese so I pulled oy wheels up to help build up my airspeed, The aircraft
continued to mush and settled dowr on the rumway, I immedistely cut my throttles,
sixture controls and all switches, After the circraft stopped I abandoned it,
aided by my gunner who was elsc unhurt.

The above stetement is true and correct to the best of my knowledge.

e L A

2nd Lt., Air Corps.
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13 Jenuary 1645

STATEKENT

After taxiing from tue squadron area to the runway, Lt Foberts ran up his
engines to give them the final check before take-off, We sterted down the runway
and before going very far the right engine began to cut out slightly, We kept on
going down the runway gaining speed, the pilot retructed Lis whaels after we had
taken off in the normal menner, then all of a sudden ] felt the plane hit the
ground and we begen to mcVe along zig-zagging, so I braced z self as well as pos-
sible, After we came to a halt I released my hatch and climbed out inmediately
and ran along the fuselage to see if Lt. Foberts wes alright., When I reached
the pilots compartment hatci I bed to uncover the latcn because it was covered
with snow, When I started to unlatch the natch Lt. Roberts salvoed it at the
same time, He was obvicusly all right, so we took off acrcss the field towerd

nd P, Windisch,
Sgt. 33562557+

., a waiting ambulance, ’
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17 January 1945, .

On 13 Jamuery 1945 T was at the control tower whes A-263 airplane
4'41-39201& started to teke off, After no more thean & one lmndred-fifty
(150) foot run from the erd of the runway the pilot pulled tihe nose wheel
off the ground aand got the airplans in ¢ vers mose high altitude so that
the tail had only about one (i) foot clesrance off the ground, The air-
plane continued down the runway in this dangerous sltitude for about two
thousand (2000) feet, Them the pilot avvarently thousht he was eirborne
and pulled his wheels up, The airvlsne immediately mushed down onto the
runway end skidded for about fifteen mundred (1500) feet before coming
to rest,

I nelther saw nor hesrd any evidence of ar engine cutting out onm
the take off run,

L_{;I".‘ / ///:/ /
SLF r : ‘7
| 16.]36%6 n‘éﬁ‘.‘f’&

Captein, Alr Corps,
Operations Officer,
€71et Bomk Sq (L),
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Station # A-55
13 January 1945

SUBJEC? 3§ Statement of Witness,
TO ! Al1 Concerned,

The following 1s a statemeat of Capt, A.H, Thiele, Jr,, witness to
accident of Alrplane A-26B20, A.C, Ser, No, 4179204, which occurred om this
station 13 January 1945,

S2AIBNEEZ
Alrplane started take=off and proceeded down the runway approximately
half way vhem it seemed to Decome airborne, The nose was moticeadly
high throughout this take-off run and this run seemed to be sluggish
and slow, The airplane appeared to De momentarily airdorne and the
1anding gear started to retract,

As the landing gear retracted the airplane mushed down on the runway and
skidded from about the middle of the runway three hundred yvards forward,
The left wing hit the snow shoulder of the runway and th® airplane swerved
around almost 1850 degrees, The airplane stopped facing the direction

of the take-off starting point,
' ﬂﬁ,/}g//
ﬁ%ﬁ. m-f%' '

Captain Air Corps,
Engineering Officer,
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13 January 1945

STATEMENT

Waile observing the take-off procedure of the individual ships of this group
on & combat mission, I witnessed the take-off and cresh landing of Lt. Roberts in
airplane, A-26B-20, AAF No. 41-39204. In my opiuion the initial part of the take-
off wes quite normsl, As he gained speed rolling down the runway I noticed the
nose wheel to be raised off the ground a little mcre than mormal, 1 continued to
observe and saw the ship leave the runwey in what appeared to be & flying attitude,
From this point on the aircraft seemed to be mushing back to the runway. I saw
the pilot retract his gear and the plane slide down the rurway on its belly.

l‘t Lt.. .l.i.l‘ w.
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671ST BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (1)

¥16TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (1)
STATION A.5S

13 January 19%5
SUBJECT t Statement of Witness.
™ t A1) Concerned,

The following is a statement of T/8gt, C.J, Cook, witness to
accident of Alrplane A=26B20, A.C, Ser. No. §1-3920%, which occurred on this

station 13 January 1945,
5TATENEXZ

Airplane started take-off rum and proceeded to approximately half the ruaway,
when it appeared that the airplane was Decoming aireborne., The gear came uwp
and aircraft mushed Dack down to the runway, Take-off rum was noticadly

slow and s1uggish and I alse noticed the fact that the nose was held very high
during tcke-off run, After mushing to the ruaway the airplane skidded

approximately three hundred yards before the left wing dug inte the shoulder
of the ruaway causing 1t to turn a complete 150 degree turm and coming to
rest facing in a direction approximately that of the start of take-off,

Gtaniss ). Lok
CRARLES J, COOK,
”'ﬂ. Alr Corpe,
Tech, Inspectoer,

~N)
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13 Jenuary 10l5

I nuve made thorouch investig-tion and determined that all
poesible precautions had been taken to fit this =2Irplane, A-26P-
20, AAF No, Ul=39204 for esafe flight prior to take-off gné no
»echanical defecte exieted other then thoee shown on the AAF

Form lA.

ST

- ey

“HERMAN,
18t Lt,, Alr Corps,

Aes't, Engineering COfficer,
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STATEMENT

I hereby cert:fy thet ell necessary inspections and maintenance had been
performed and all defeete were Jroperly shown or AAF Foime [JL &nd aA¥F
Forms lA pxrior to the last flight of airplae a=20i=20, AAF e L1e292Cl.
bw

Gharlao U. Blercherd,
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HEADQUARTERS

416TH BOMBARIMENT GHCUP (L)
Office of the Commending Offiger

AP0 140, U.S8. Army,
1?7 January 1945,

SUBJECI: Transmittal of AAF Form 14,

TO ¢ Commanding General, 9th Bombardment Divislion (M),
APO 140, U.S. Army.

Tranemitted herewith 18 AAF Form 14 covering accident of Lt,
Willlam H. Roberts in aircraft A-268-20, ACSN 41-39204, 13 January

1945, p 4 A
For the Commanding Officer: ’

EORGE uﬁamu,
Capt., Air Corpe,
Adjutant,

1 Inel. - AAF Form 14 (in quadruplicate) with inclosures,
y

360,33 1st Ind, E-C-1L
HEADQUARTERS 9TH BOMBARDMENT DIVISION (M), APO 140, U. S, ARMY, 22 Jamuary 1945.

TO: Commanding General, Ninth Air Force, APO 696, U, S, Amy.

Submitted in compliance with Memorandum 55-1, Headquarters Ninth Air Force,
dated 27 November 1944:

For the Commanding Genersl:

10 Incls: n/e (1 ey ea w/d)
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360-33 ‘ 2nd Ind, E-
HEADQUARTERS NINTH AIR FORCE, APO 696, US Army, 31 January 1945,

TO: Chief, Flying Safety, Ammy Air Forces, Winston-Salem 1, North Carolina,
Report and recommendation of Aircraft Accident Officer approveds

For the Commanding Gemeral: Qg/ :

S.Vo HESLIN,
‘br’ ‘.Gﬂn.’
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