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DESCRIPFION OF ACCIDENT

(Brief narrative of accident. Include statement of responsiMlity and recommendations for action to preve gt repetition)

BATGATIVE,

On the morning of 14 Jemuery 1945, Lt, Van Meter wes taking off in eireraft A-26B.25,
No, 41-39333 on an operational mission, Approximetely one mile north of the runway, et
an altitude of epproximetely four hundred feet, he went into & slow turn to the left
and crashed, The aircraft exploded and both crew members were killed,

Because of poor visibility it was difficult for witnesses to determine exactly what
happened, Howaver, one witness who was at the end of the runway reported that he bee
lieved thet engine failure occurred. This opinion is based upon sound elone, as no
visible evidence of fasilure, such &s smiok®, was noticed, A thorough interrdgation of all
pilots in the sewme mission disclosed no evidencs of wing or propellsy icing, Omly two
pilots reported any evidence of carburetor icing,

Although there is & possibility that the plugs were fouled during the long interval
of taxiing, the fact that no notiocetable roughness occurred during the entire take-off
run and the short period of elimb, plus the fact that new spark plugs had been installed
two flying hours previously to this flight, do not lend eredulence to shis possibility,

There is also the possibility of failure due to detonatiomn, failure of fuel pump,
loss of o0il, or mechanical failure of the engins, AMlthough the left engine wes bedly
demaged in the explosiom it is being recovered, &t the time of this writing & thorough
investigation of the engine by the Pratt & Fhitney repressntative is being conducted,
and if any further findings having bearing om the accident are emcountered, they will be
forwarded immedietely, 2 2 N

The control pedestal was found partially intact, Although cables had been brokem ||
and controls could heve been moved, it is possible that the following positiams of
controls might bs significant, e left throttle end left mixture controls wre cut |
all the way back, while the right throttle and right mixture ccontrols were full forwerd
in emergency positioms, Both propeller pitch controls were oracked about one inch, Ia
view of the inconclusive facts availables, it is impossible to draw a positive sconclusion
as to the causs of this crash, However, it is the opiniom of the investigating boerd
that the left engine failed socm efter take-off for unde termined reasons. Lt, Van Meter
was evidently attempting to feather the feiling engine and fly with his good engine when
be oreshed, It is the board's opiniom that he was not executing a plamned foreed landing,
but was attempting to contims flyings

No evidence of sabotage was obtained,
BIUSIBILITY .
Unknowne )

BECOSET LA [uivds
h.

INCLOSURESy 7
Incl, #1 - Stetement of Winess,
Inel, #2- Statement of Medical Officer,
Incl, #3 - Interrogation of Pilots on Iecing Conditions.
Incl, #4 « Statesent of Weather Officer,

Inel, « Statezent of ring Officer,
:.‘1. - Statenent ““‘. Signatu
Inol, #7 - Pho ( N
. N I
o THEODORE Re
M”lo Mr

pae 18 Jezuary 1545,



1, All pilots used carburetor heat before take-off, Some pilots used
carburetor heat while taxiings HNo loss of menifold pressure was experienced by
any of the pilots.

2, No wing ice, propeller 1ce, Or veswuretor ice was encountered by any
ofthe pilots during the tal®-off run.

3« Ope pilot throttled back quickly, after take-off, tut no carburetor ioce
developed, No icing was experienced by amy of the pilots during the flighte

SSDADRGH *B*

1. Two pilots reported that they used carburetor heat prior to take-off,
There wes no indication of carburetor ice at any time,

2, The two pilots reporting eacountered no carburetor ioe, propeller ice,
or wing ice dmring the take-off run,

3o Ome pilot reduced power slowly, but the other retarded the throttles
as he would under normel conditions, No carturetor ioce was experienced by either
of these pilots. No carburetor heat was used during the mission, and mo icing of
any deseription wes encountered during the flighte

SSUADECH *0*

1, Bvery pilot used carburetor heat prior to tais-offe No pilot hed any
indication of carburetor ice,

2, No pilot experienced ice of any type during the telw-of f run,

3, Three pilots experienced slight cerbure tor joo immediately after take=
off. Three pilots reduced powsr gradually. Ope pilot had to use nearly full
power for take-off and climb, He was obliged to use carburetor beat to obtain
sufficient menifold pressure for climbinge (This report is incomplete. The
pilot, Lt, Musgrove, landed at another field and was not available for gquestion~
inge The information recorded here was reported by anotber pilot who had op-
portunity to speak to Lt, Musgrove at the alternate base,), Ome other pilot re-
ported that it was pecessary for him to use excessive power to climb and %o main-
tain airspeed, No carburetor ice was encountered by any of the pilots in flight,
Two pilots reported that it was necessary for them to use full carburetor heat
for a short time at an altitude of 2,000 ft, in order %o prevent carbure tor ice,
Ope pilot used sufficient carburetor peat throughout the flight to maintain a
temperature above the freezing temperature of water,

SG0ADEN *R¢

1, Two pilots of A-26 type aireraft used carbure tor heat prior to.take-off,
They experienced loss of powsr lmeediately om taking off, Ops pilot did not use
carbure tor heat priog to take-off, because he was able to got at lsast 4O' of
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manifold pressure when running up his engines, He experienced no loss of power
on teke-off, Ope pilot of an A-20 type aircraft did not use carburetor heat be-
fore teke-off and did not experience sny loss of power,

2, Ome A-20 pilot and on® A-26 pilot reported a definite loss of power, due
to carburetor ice, Ope A-20 pilot and one A&=26 pilot encountered cerburetor ioe
between 8,500 ft, and 10,000 ft, At 10,000 ft,, one A-20 pilot noticed a definite
loss of power due to carburetor ice, Both engines cut out at this 2ltitude, The
Pilot used carburetor heat to clear carburetors, end in so deing lost the forma-
tion, BNo wing or propeller jice was emcountered by the pilot, Very light rime
ice wes reported by some of the other pilots,
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671ST BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (L)
416TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (L)

AFO 140, U S Army
17 January 1945

STATEKELNT
I certify that on 14 January 1945 I observed an aircraft
accident in which airplane A-26B-25 serial number 41-39333 crashed
and exploded shortly after take-off.

I further observed that the airplane made a full power take-
off and cleared the runway and became airborne in the normal manner.
After the airplane had proceeded in flight a few hundred feet and
attained an altitude of what I assumed to be about 400 or 500 feet
I heard one of the engines sputter. I could not determine which
engine was causing trouble but it continued with what seemed full
powerfor ancther estimated 300 or 400 feet. Then the engine popped
and sputtered again, and very loud. Although I honestly believe the
engine cut out I cannot be certain that it did. At any rate, one of
iho engines was causing trouble and from the sound was virtually use-

ess.

I was observing all of this through a pair of binoculars from
the time of take-off until the crash. The airplane did not gain any
altitude after the second loud seut er. It al ped sideways instead
and changed direction about 450.%0 the left, was then that I as-
sumned the left engine had given the trouble. The plane rapidly de-
scended down at an estimated angle of 60° I could not tell whether
either of the propellers were feathiered. 1 could not see the airplane
crash because of a clump of trees which obstructed my view just before
the airplane hit the ground.

Shortly after there was a huge column of flames and black smoke
in the sky and the sound and concussion of the explosion.

/',/
4 ﬁ..

Captain, Ai ps,
Engineering Officer.
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669TH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (L) ¥-B-5
Office of the Squadren Surgeon

APO #110, U, S, Army.
18 Jl-u-y 1945

CERTIFICATE

This is te ¢ that 2nd Lt, Van Meter, George O 759 532 was physically
and fit for flying prior te fatal accident. Ne had not been

taking any drugs or medicine to the undersigned knowledge.

M/W
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STATION WEATHER OFFICE
STATION A-5&

APO 696, U.S8. Army
17 January 19456

THER_STA T

l. Aircraft A-26, No. 333, crashed shortly after mission
take-off from Station A-556 at 1017 hours, 14 January 1945.

2. The weather conditions at the time of the accident were
as follows:
10/10 low cloud, base 1500-2000 feet.
Visibility - 2200 yards in haze.
Surface Winds - 360° at 8-12 mph.
Temperature - 29°F Dew Point - 26°p
Relative Humidity - 66%

3. The weather conditions were not considered hazardous

to normal take-off nor especially conducive to icing. As a
precautionary measure, all pilots were briefed to turn on car-

buretor heat prior to take-off.

4. The Aircraft Accident Investigating Committee agreed
that the weather conditions were not factors to the accident.

‘6( :
W. CHIDLEY

Capf., Air Corpe
Station Weather Officer
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14 Jenuarr -1945,

— — — — — — — — —

On thes pre=fligzht inspection cf A-C6R=-25 Alirplane, AAF
Ser'al Number 41-39333, on the morning of 14 January 194f, no
defects were found. Neither engine was lecsing eny appreciable
RPM, and both engines were running smoothly. New spark plugs
were Installed two (2) flying hours previous to the crash.

At the completion of the pre-flight ground check, both wings,
horizontal stabilizers and rudder were swept clesn of frost, Kill
frost solutlon was then sprayed on the wings toc prevant further
icing. The pllots windshield wes clear when the pilct taxiied out
of the herdstend,

The pilot whe flew the airplane when 1t crashed also flew Iits
previous fli:nt, the afterncen cf 13 Jenuary 1945, when he returned
the airplane was reported as "0K®. On the morning of 14 January
1945, A=26R=25 Alrplene, AAT Serial Wumber 4]1-38333 was ready for

ary mlssicn.

CHARLES 1, STEWART, N
Captain, Alr Corps,
Engineering Cfficer.




14 January 1945,

on the morning of 14 Jenuary 1945 I eccomplished the pre-
flight inspectlon cn A=263-25 Alrplsne, AAF Serles umber 4] -
39333, This inspection included & complete and thorough check
of all instruments, engine controls and operatlon, and all flight
contrels. The magnetos con Qoth engines were not losing any
noticeable RPM. Everything was found to be In perfect working
order.

After corpletion of the pre-flight inspecticn, frost was
swept from the wings and horizontal stabillzers. An appllcation
of ki1l frost was then applied to the airplane. The airplane was
then considered ready for any misslon.

An scceptance Inspection was completed spprorimately five (5)
hours prior tc it's crash on 14 January 1945 end no major defects
were found., Minor defects found were corrected at this imspection.
The spark plugs were changed sporoximetely two (2) flying hours
prior toc it's crash, The alrplane wae considered to be in the best

possible mechanical ceondlitlicn,
j%ﬂﬁu«;at{fquQﬁ';/“i-

MARVIN F, WIFKLE,
m/Sgt.y Alr Corps,
Crew Chlefl,
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HTADQUARTERS
416TH BUBAGHELRT GROP (L)
Office of the Camending Officer

APO 140, U.S. Ay,
19 Jenuary 1545,

SUBJECT: Transmittal of AAF Form 1, .

™0 + Commanding Generel, 9th Bomberdment Divisiom (M), APO 0, U.S. Army,
Trensmitted herewith is AAF Form 14 (in quadruplicate) with inclosures

covering aircraft accident of Lt, George C, )tm. in aircraft A.26B-25,

ACSN J1-39333, 14 Jenuary 1945.

For the Coumending Officer:

" '“Jltllto
1 Incle = AAF Form 14 (in quedruplicate) with inclosures,

360,33 1st Ind, E-Q-3
HEADQUARTERS 9TH BOMBARDMENT DIVISION (M), APO 140, U. S. ARMY, 27 Jemuary 1945.

T0t Commanding General, Ninth Air Force, A'0 696, U, 5. Ammy,

Submitted in compliance with Memorandum 55-1, Headouarters Ninth Air Force,

dated 27 November 1944.
o / C. C. VEGA, Jr.,
oM Hz LT. COLONEL, AC.
<4 Incls‘ ¥ \ ADMANT GENEN 5
Inel 1 = AAF Form 14 (in trip) b e VR
Inel 2 = Statement of Witness (in triu) ’
Incl 3 - Statement of Mediesl Officer, (in trip)
Incl 4 - Interrogstion of V'ilots on Icing Conditions (In trip)
Incl 5 = Statement of Westher Officer, (in trip)
Inel 6 = Stotement of Engineering Officer. (in trip)

Inecl 7 - Statement of Crew Chisf., (in trip)
Incl # - Photographs (in trip)

For the Commanding Ce




RESTRICTED
B ) .
360433 2nd Ind, E-
HEADQUARTERS NINTH AIR FORCE, APO 696, US Army, 31 January 194S.
T0: Chief, Flying Safety, Army Air Forces, Winston-Salem 1, North Carolina,

Report of Aircraft Accident Committee approved,

For the Commanding General: . j%// :

S.V. HESLIN,
Ma jor, A.G.D.,
8 Incls: (2 cys ea w/d) Asst Adj. Gen,
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