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DESARIPTION OF ACCIDENT

(Brief narrative of sceident. Include statement of responsibility and recommendations for action to prevent repetition)
BARGATIVE; :

B turning from & combat mission in sircraft A-26B-15, AAF No, 43-22367, 14
January 1945, Lte J.W, Elevins was diverted to airfield A-69 becsuse of weether,
When he lowered his gear th® indicator showed his noss wheql in the retracted
position, Howver, he mede a pass over the field and was informed that his nose
gear appearsd to be fully extended; comssguently, he cams in for a landing. As
he touched down and started his roll, his left main landing geer collepsed, causing
the aireraft to skid off the runway to the left,

Investigation disclosed that the 162t gear had been down and locked, end that
the geer had been sheared from its mounting by & ssvere shock, T ‘

There mas a mound of snow spproximetely two feet high directly ecross the
approach end of the runway, Although neither pilot nor gunner felt eany great impact,
witness®s reported that a large flurry of snow was caused when the plane contacted
the snow benk before landing. Evidently the land gear was down and locked on the
approach, Howver, when the gear contacted the smow bank, the gear wss torn loose,
This caused the gear to collepse,

ESFONSIELLITO

70% - Field conditions. The snow bank across the very edge of the runway caused
a serious hazard for lending sireraft.

30% - Pilot error. The pilot used poor judgment in not landing -'litm 1c-¢
and thereby clearing the obstacle,

The approech to any runway should be clear and level, If a mound of 4irt o¥
snow 18 sllowd to sccumulate, full advantege of the length of the runway camnot
be used,

INCLOSURE Sy

_ Inel #1 - Statesent of Pilot,
Incl #2 - Statemsnt of Ounper,
Incl - Statement of Witness,
Inel - Statement of Witness.
Inel 2 - Statement of Group Engimeering Officer.
Incl #6 - Statement of Squadron Engineering Officer,
Incl #7 = Statemsnt of Crew Chief,

MW;&%{(_ : // Cowiiror
(/

THEQDORE R. AYLESWORTH,
Colamel, Air Corps, )

Commanding. o

. Signature . M‘

RICHARD F.

) Captain, Air Corps,
r;-. 21 January 1945 -::S RlCTEE' Igw stigating Offieer,
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TESTRICTIED 1 January 1945

SIATEMENT

I was in A-26B=15 aircraft, AAF No, 43-22367, returning from a combat
mission., I was on the approach leg of my landing pattern of AAF Station A-69
and had to go earound sgain because of another aircraft in front of me, I re-
tracted my landing gear and was later inforwsd thet my left gear did not fully
retract. When I put my whesls down for the sscond approach, the Seltzen Indi-
cator indicated that the main gear was dowmn but thet the nose gear was in the
up position. The Indicetor Light though was green.

I made snother pass over the runway and was informed over the R/T that the
nose gear secmed to be fully extended, I then came in to land, 4o I touched
domn, I hit a smow rut of about & foot and a half thick at the traffic crossing
on the domnwind end of the runwey, There was a fair jolt but did not seem very

The aireraft then started going down slowly on the left side and skidded off
the rmunway about cne half the way down, resulting in damage to the left wing,
left prop end gear, No injuries were sustained by me or my gunner,

/8/ JOEN W. ELEVINS,
/T/ JOHN W, ELEVINS,
2nd Lt,, Adr Corpse

A TRUE COFY:

P2 S

Captein, Air Corps,
Asst. Operations Officer,
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K ©* 'RESTRICTED 1 semuery 155

SIATZMENZ

I was Lt Elevii's Guuuer in 4-26Bel5, AAF ic. 43-22367, returning from a
sorbat micsicn.

The approach and landing of this aircraft, were normal, except when the
wheels touched, Qur left side settled down &snd we slid off the runway. I re-

ired o taion Sav i

Pred Gentry, Jr.
Crl 356892538

‘*.{_,’ -: ’—-\_‘::Tnlc-l.
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19 Jenuary 1945,

S1AIEEENL

On 14 Januery 1945 I was stending on the North-South
runway spproximately 300 yardés off of runway 07 at strip
A-69 when an A-26, number 367, came in for & landing,

Whnen he wes directly over my heed nie landing gear appeared
to be down and locked, From where I stood he seemed to
make a normal lending, His left landing gear collapsesed and
the plane skidded off of the runway to the left,

JBEr v PR
ROSLRT F. PRICE,
Major, Alr Corps,
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STATENENZ
19 January 1945.
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

On 14 January 1345, while diverted tc Sta, A-09, as formation lssder my
sireraft was first to land and was waiting at the head of the runway until 1¢
wam cloar %0 tarxi, I had an unresiricted view of aircreft 367, X=King, on his
approach and landing, His approach was good and the aircraft touched right om
the end of the ruawsy, Unfortunately, there was a snow bank about two feet high
on the end of the runway and whea his maia gear struck it, the left wheel imwed-
{ately collspsed., The pilot Aid an excellsnt job of holding ths aircraft against
the collapsed whesl and omly pullsd off to the side of the rumnway when the air-
eraft hed slomdd down., In 2y estimatiom, ths pilot showsd good judgement in ate
tempting to land on the end of the runway at a strange field, In my judgement
the persomnel of Sta, A-69 were in fault for piling a bank of amow directly om
the head of the runway,

DATID A, HULSE,
Captain, Air Corpe,

B ey 4 | ."'n.\Cn
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SIATENENT

I investigated the mccident which occured on A-26B aircraft No, 43-22367
on the 14ith of Jamuary 1945, My investigation revealed that the left main
landing gpar had been sheeared from its mounting at the cross tube flange where
it pivots when retructing . It is my opinion that this failure was not dws to &
failure of materiel but wes the result of 2 severe shock or side pressure on the
landing gear assembly during landing, At the time of the investigation the landing
gar was still in the extended and locked positiocm.

C.7.0,, U.5, Amy,
Group Engineering Officer

RESTRICTL

el # S




SIATIMZNT

19 Jenuary 1945.
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

On the Preflight Imspection of Airplans A-26Bel15, AA® No. 43-22367, on
the morning of 14 Jamuary 1945, no defects were found, The landing gear wes
given a thorough visual inspection sand was found to bein good order,

Thers had Ysen no troulle engountersd with the landing gear prior to its

collapss, aad all pilots who flew the airplame prior to 14 January 1945, stated
the sirplane as being *CK°,

 "CHARLES H, STENART,
Ceptain, Alr Corps,
Buginearing O0fficer,

o/’,
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or the morning of 14 January 1945, I accomplished
the pre-flight inmspection on A-26B=15 Alrplane, A.A«F.
Seriel Nc. 43=22367. This inspection Included a
thorough end complete check of all instruments, engine
controls and flight controls. Ar operational check
was made on the engine and flight controls, and were
found to be operating normally.

After completion of the pre~-flight inspection, a
dally inspecticn was performed, and nothing out of the
ordinary was noted. This inspection included the
drainirg of sll fuel sumps, and the application of kill
frost to the airplane., The airplane was then consider-
ed ready for any mission. The airplane was alsc con-
sidered to be in the best possible mechanical condition,

3 o

T/8gt. Alr Corps,
Crew ch.‘l.of.
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*BEEADQUARTERS
416TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (L)
Office of the Commending Offiocer

APO uo. U. 3. w.
21 Jenuary 1945,

SURJECT: Transmittal of AAF Form 14,

T0 t Commending General, 9th Bombardment Division (M), APO 140,
U, 8, Army. :

Transmitted herewith is the AAF Form 14 and inclosures {in quade
ruplicate) on sccident of Lt, John W, Blevins in A=26B~15 aircraft num=

ber 43-22367, 14 January 1945.

‘Rork o,

Captein, Air Corps,

Ad jutant,
Inel:
AAF Form 14 and inclosures
360,33 1st Ind, E-C=3
HEADQUARTERS 9TH DOMBARDMENT DIVISION (K), APO 140, U, S. ARMY, 30 Januery 1945.

T0: Commanding General, Ninth Air Force, APO 696, U, S. Army.

Submitted in compliance with Memorandum 55-1, Headquarters Ninth Air Force,
dated 27 November 1944.

For the Commanding Genersls ( p
e =
C. CVEGA, Jr.,
LT. COLONEL, A.C,
£ Incls: ADJUTANT GENERAL,
Inel 1 = AMF Form 1L (in trip)
Incl 2 = Statement of Pilot (in trip)
Incl 3 - Statement of Gumner (in trip) ;
Incl 4 = Statement of Witness (in trip)’ $79
Inol 5 = Statement of Witness (im trip) -
Incl 6 - Statement of Group Fngineering Officer (4in trip)
Inel 7 - Statement of Squadron En inocrtn{: Officer. (in t#ip)
Incl 8 « Statement of Crew Chief (in trip)
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360,33 ' 2nd Ind, R

HEADQUARTERS NINTH AIR FPORCE, AFO 696, US Amy, 3 February 1945,
T0: Chief, Flying Safety, Army Air Forces, Winston-Salem 1, North Carolinma.
Report and recommendation of Aircraft Accident Officer approved.

For the Commanding General: / '/ Vi
el

Ma jor, A.G.D.,
8 Tncls: (2 cys ea w/d) Asst Adje Gen,

f‘-?‘- .
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GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION
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