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On th: artam,of 25 Jeuusry 1945, it, Bale took off for a treining flighy in
aireraft A-26B-25, AGSN jle39349¢ When he retracted his lending geer the le§t wheel
ceme up througn the top of the nacells, He decided to land immedietely, but was um=
able to extend the left landing gear, After repested sttempts were unsuccessful he
wes advised to-come in for a belly landinge

Investigation disclosed thet the main actuatffig cylinder hed been sheared fram
the support assembly, main lending geer upper retracting link, This could heve been

ceused only by some externally applied force which pushed the landing ‘gear beyond its
limit, ‘ A8

-

A two foot bemk of snow borders the sides of the runways, The airfield controller
reported thet the left goeff of Lt, Hale's eircraft hit this bank of snow just after
telowoff, With the.geer in the process of retracting, it would not have tel@n much
foree to so incresse the momentum of the geer that the feilure ecould occur, Oonsequently
it is beliewhd thot, when the retracting gear contacted the snow bank, the landing geer
was foreced beyond its limit end hit the top of the nacelle,

EBEPoSIBLITh

70% pilot error in technique, 30% airfield conditionse A

On eny cross-wind teiecff @x¢res® ca®® must b exercis®d by the pilot to insure
that any drift is killed during end imgpdiately efter the take-off rume This is
especially applicable wien th@re am obstPuctioms to the side of the runway,

-

INQLCSURESe 8
Incle #1 = Statesdnt of Pilote
Incle #2 - Matement of Gunmerg .
Incl, #3 - Statement of Crew Chief, :
Incl, #y - Statemen® of Suadre@ Engineering Officer,
Inel. 2 - Stateuent of Group Engig®e ring Officer,
Incl, - Statezent of Mying Gontrol Officere

Incl, #7 - Stetement of Adrf$8d Gentroller, ;
Incl, # @ Phoiographse g

THECDOME R. AYLESWO
Colonel, Air Corps,
Oama;nding.
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WLM ( /f..)ﬁ;/c.omﬂzt,

é Ceptain, Air Corps, /
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25 Janaary 1945 o

STATEXZNT

I took off at 130 @wurs in A-2CE-25 aircraft, AAF No. 41-39349. Take-off
Toil was startea about 25 feet from snow bark on left side of runway., I took off
in ;, 3 position direcuy behind leader, Takee-cff roll was started 15 secc
after # 2 suip. *No prop wash wes encountered during take-off, Originel take-off
Leading was mainta.ned until aircraft was well up in the air =nd the lending gear
had been retracted, Fifty three (53) inches and 2700 rpm were used, Approximately
fifty feet (50) off the ground, the wheels were retracted and tlLe left wheel went
t.&ougn the top of the nacelle. The rivets on top of tlLe nacelle were palled out
end this dumge wes visible from the cockpit, Greup Operations was immediately
notified and I wes instructed 1o try all wy laadzrg @e&T ener_eicy procedures,

1is consisted o putting the gear control handlé in down position, patting emer-
gency hydraulic selectior &n gear <own position,.end pumping hydreulic pressure up
to approximately 1600 lbs per square inch, Airspeed varied between 125 and 150
mpb as I attcmpted to extend the left gear. The nose wheel end the right wheel
extended perfe: ly every time,

After trying all emergeucy procedures innumerable times, I gms instructed
to tuke ny bomb load of four (4) 500 1b Composition T bombs to the bombing range.
I flew rgu*nber three Dositio. on 024, en A-207, and sa!voed my bombs, Upon returning
I was instructed to .Loger my @ose gear and ri;nt gear and, while meintaining 170
mph airspeed, land and attempt to jolt the left gear down by bouncing the right
gear con the runway,

This also proved unsuccessful and Group QOperations instructed me to retract
ny geer and cresh land, I instructed my gunner to assume crash position, I openeé
my hatch and fixed my crash harness. Airspeed on the fisal approach was 140 mph
and 36 d.ogrm of flaps were used. Crossing the end of tue ruawsy at 130 mph, I
cut ny mixiure control, bettery switches end Ignitioun switches, Props could be
heard hitting the ground and the plane settled very geatly. Rudder control was
used up until aireraft had alnost completely gtovped. Nelther I nor oy gunner
was injured in any wey. The lending ocuurred about 1755
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WIEUR L. HALE,
st Lt., Alr Corps.
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I was flying in A-26B-25, Ll=39349. We tock off at approximately 1530
hours on runway 020 heeding®north, We were number three to take off behind
Lt C. C. Mish, We took off on the left hand side of the runwey about 20 or
25 ft from the side, I felt no unnatural jolts on the take off and I sin-
cerely believe 4t wihing came in contzct with the aireraft on take off,
At sbout fifty feet altitude our landing gear wes bcing retracted and for
some unknmown regscn our left mair gear seemed to try and go completel]
through the top of the nacelle. The rivets in the seam of the nacelle were
torn locse and one piece cf skin was being pulled up by the siip stream, I
imuediately called tle pilot and notified him of the damege. He was alreesdy
aware of the fect, He in turn called rlying control ené¢ told them cur sit-
uation,

we wers going to try and land but our left gser would not come dOWlie
Flying control was again notified of this, From that time on we tried all
sorts of emerygency procedures, I crewled up to help the pilot with the
nydraulic pump. After all our efforts failed we were tcld to go to the
borbing mange and drop our four five-hundred pound comjosition B bombse
This was carried out,

when we returned to the field T went back tc the froul w1l we tried
eli of our emergency procedures sgein with no results, At this tue o
piece of skin from the left necelle blew of”, We elso tried landing on
our pose and right rain _ear in lwo_es thet this would sheke down cur left
gear, We werc directed to do this by flying controdl. lothing resulted
from this effcrt.

The pilot was then instructed to be.ly the aircraf§ in. This was
carried out in the best form humaniy possible, Riding in the gunuers
cockpit, I felt mo excessive jar., In all i? was & corparaiively smooth

landinge
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(/// JOHN F. GEYER,
3/sgt 356291506
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25 January 1945
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I hereby sertify thet anll necessary inspections and meinterances had
been performed and all defects were propesly ghoun on ALF Forms L1E and

AAF Form li pri®r to the last filgnt of aircraft A-26B-25, AAF lioe 41=3934G.

'xfsgt.. Crew Chief,

A S B~ il 8 B e, 03
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e 25 January @945
STAZEL LT

° I wade a :horcugn investigation end determined thst all rossible pre-
cautions ued been teken tc fit this aircraft, A-26p=25, AAF 10 Li=39349
for =afe flight prior to take-oif and no mechanical defects existed cther
thar those shown ou the AAF Ferm 1A

P s .

3 (18t It., air corps,
Asst, Engineering officer,
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Investigation of the sccident which cccurred on A=Z07 airsreft ALF Vo 41-39349
on waich the left mein larnding gear failed %o extend, revecled that the main
actuating oylinder had sheaiad ’rom the support dSSO“DlV. mein 1anain- geer upper
retracting linky This "revaw+od the actusting cylinder from relsasing the up

logk and as no exergency system is provided, « Hall\ landing re ltaa. It was
alsc noted that the ou"cwf assembly, main landing uear upper gotmoting link
forging hand been broken *n half, It is my belief that some forca wes placed on
the landing gear during the ret ra-_‘1; prooess which foroed the landinz zgear
® deyond 185 Himit and consequently it hit the top of the meeells. The skin on
top of the magelle wus missing after landing and also one:former was torn out
and one btent, ” b
Jlff FFE
-~ 03“‘.
& ,roug Engineering Cfficer.
- .o
. ‘ .
.
s
.
-
.

* -
© O
. )
@ L2
Ll ] -4
L
—— — - - - — - -

..3.‘4*:’ RESTRICTERL °°




* RESTRICTLCD

The condition of runwey 02 at epproximstely 1520 hours, 25 1945,
when 1st Lt Wiltur L. Hale, in aircraft pumber 349 took off, wes as follows: *
L
Clear of snow snd ice to a width of epproximetely 150 feet, the entire
length of runway., However, there wes e winrow of snow along the side of the
runway ebout 2 feet in height, The surface of the runwey thet hed been cleeared

| o T

JACK Py BARTQN,
o Ceptain, Air Corps,
s' r. c. 0.
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HEADQUARTERS
416TH BOMBARIMENT GROUP (L)

» orfice of the Commanding Offiger

BUBJECT:

Transmittad of AAF Folm 14,

APO 140, U.8.° Army,
31 January 1945,

10 : Commanding General, 9th Bombardment Division (M),
AFO 140, U.8. Army. ¥

Tranemitted herewith is AAF Fo

inclosures covering airecraft acclident of Lt.

airecraft A-26B-25, ACSN 4
For the connand*ac-orxigpr:
. N ~ee

360,33

T0:

"L R
RECEivED §2
31 JAN 1945

lst. Ind,
HKEADQUARTERS GTH ROMBARDMENT DIVISION (M), APO 140, U. S. ARMY, 5 February 1945.

Commanding General, Ninth Air Foro®, AP0 696, U, S. Army.

re 14 (in quadruplicate) with
Wilbur L, Hale in

1-39349, on 25 January 1945. .

.

7o Y/
“‘ﬁ?‘s&( .
Captain, Air Corps,
Adjutant.

E-Q-14

- Submitted in compliance with Memorand 5-1, He
E dated 27 B . 1940, um 551, Headquarters Ninth Air Force,

For the Commanding General:

9 Incls:

Incl 1 = AAF Fora 1, (trip)

Incl 2 - Statement of Lt., Hale, pilot (trip)
Inel 3 - Statemént of S/Sgt. Geyer (irip)
Incl 4 = Statement of T/Sgt. Blanchard ?ﬁﬂp)

Incl 5 = Statement of It Sherman, Asst. Engr. Off.(trip)

Incl 6 - Statement of CWO Moffett (trip)
Incl 7 - @hatement of Capt. Barton (trip)
Incl 8 - Statement of Sgt. Wilkinsom (trip)

Inel 9 - Photos (trip)
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360.33 2nd Ind, E-
HEADQUARTERS NINTH AIR FCRCE, APO 696, US Army, 8 February 1545.

® .
70: Chief, Flying Safety, Amy AirFerces, Winston-Salem 1, North Carajima, *
Report and recommendation of Aircraft Accident Officer approved.
For the Commanding Canerals

2 28,7, HESLIN,
Majer, A.G.D.,,

9 Incls: n/ec (2 cys wA) Asst Adj Gen.
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