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« L8, Col., 40 MISSING AIR CREW REFORT
+ 1ot Lt, 4c “9th Semb Div (M)
)n B‘-atgm. France Command or Air Foréc Ninth Adr Force
C-ronp 409th Pomb &) Squadron é42nd Bogb Sq (L) Dctachment
2. SFECIFY: Fuint of dc;aat curc Bretigny, France Course ;ﬁ‘_‘mu_ £
Intondod Dostination Hillesheim, Gexrmany Type of Miasion | t -

3. YEATHER CONDITIONS AND VISIBLI1{Y AT TIME OF CRASH OR WiEN LAST REFORTED
; Visibility 5 miles; ten-temths clouds; hase 8,000 feet; very hazy.

L, GIVE: (&) Datc 25 Jammarr 1945  Timc 12:1k and location _See Cverlay
ot last known whcroabouts of missing airplanc,

(b) Spocify whether ( ) Last Sightcd; (X) Last'contacted by radin;
( ) Forced down; ( ) Scon to evesh; or { ') Informatisn mot available,
5. AIRFLANE WAS 10ST, OR IS BRIIEVED TO [IAVE BTEN IOST, AS RESUIT OF: (Cheek
only one) ( ) Encmy Adrplanc; (X) Encny Anti-hrc:a.ft; ( ) Other circun-
. stenccs as follows:

6. AIRPLANE: Type, Modcl and Scrics A=26B=15 ; A.A.F. Scrial No.
7. RGDES : Type, Model and Scrics _Be2800=7L  ; A,A.F Scrial No, (a)FP-020213
(b) Fre02030L (2) : (d).
8. INSTALLED ¥EAIONS: Vnachine Guns, Caliber .50, Browning, M2
(a) 1276221 (o) 2275778 (o) Dmkpown () Unkpown
(o) Umkmown  (f) Unknown _  (g) Unkmowa _ (h) LUnkmown
(1) tanown () Unknown __ AR 4085 Change & Par 22,
9. THE IFRSONS LISTED OFLOV ERE ESFORIED 4S : (&) Battlc Casualty _X  or
(b) Non Batilc Casualty it :

10, NUMBFR OF FERSONS ASGARD AIRFLANE: Crew _3 Fesscngers .0 Total 3
(Starting with pilot, furnich the following particulars: If mory than
10 persons were aboard airplanc, list similer particulars on ecparate shect
and -attach original to this foim,)

Name in Mull Scrial
Crow Dosition (Iast Nerc Firgt) Pank Numbe ]
1. _Plot Downing, Robert J. =T N) |
2, Mechanic Gunner Doddo, John A, % :
3, Armorer-Gunner Inen‘bon, George N, i~ 35%3 g% A A
5e y '
6.
7. L
8.
9e
10,
Q)
\_jﬂ Cjt é/ o .

cC O
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IDENTIFY BELOW THOSE PERSONS WHO ANE LFLIFVAD 70 HAVE LAST KNOWLDIGE OF
ATRPLANE, AND CHECK APPRUPRIATE COIUMN TC ISIICALTE BASIS FOR SAME:

Name in Fuil Serdial by  Llast Saw - Forced
(Last Name First) Rark Nuwder  Radio Sighted Crash landing

1, Yoon, leo C» i Col _ 0-392227 X

3, Schultes, Willdam A, znd Lt _ 0732756

L . ¥uldrow, Jrs, Henry G, Sgt 26027535

5 ¢ L = d

IF FERSONWEL ASE BELIEVED T0 HAVE SURVIVED, ANSWER YIS 10 CME OF THE FOLLOW-
ING STATEMENTS: (a) Parachutcs were wsed 3 (b) Persons were seen
walking away from scerc of arash ____; or (c) Any other reason (Specify)

. 2; Moore, Jry, John Cy  Capt  O-TL7861 g
X
X

- - r—

ATTACE ABRIAI PHOTCORAPH, MAP, CHART, OR SKWICH, SHOWING APPROXTMATE
I1OCATION WHERE AIRFLANE WAS LAST SFEN: Sketch attached in quadruplicate,

ATT/C BEXETTINTSS DESCRIFTINN OF CRASH, FOR(ID LUDING, OR OTIER CIRCUL-
ST/NCES FERTTAINING TO MISSING JIRFLANE: Four eyewitness statements sttached
in guadruplisat ). A .

ATT/CH /. TESCRIPTION OF THEE EXTENT CF SE.iROL, IF ANY, AND GIVE N.IX, RANK

AND SERTIAL NUMBER OF OFFICER IN CH/RGE HERE No search conducted,

Date of Report _ 27 January 1945

(Signaturo of Freparing Oificer )
JOHN H, MULLDMER,

Captain, Air Corps,

Personnel Officer.
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STATEMENT OF EYEWITNESS,

U. S. Amyy,
27 January 1945.

On 25 January 1945 at about 12:15 I had just called my P-47 flight together
after strafing and bombing motor transport five miles due north of Prum, Germany,
when I saw a flight of A-26's that had just bombed a small town five miles to
my north east. This was just north west of a small marshalling yard one of my
om flights had just been bombing, My wing man said "look at that burning A-zé"
and T looked above ‘to see one drop flaming from the ceater of a flight directly
above the target and begin spinning, burning fiercely in the center section all
the while., It spun coapletely to the ground without breaking up in the air, and
exploded on contact, Tt hit & to 4 mile east of the target town. My wing man
sald he saw a chute, and when I had time to look, I saw one chute very low, and
saw it go down vary close to the wreckage, then I saw another still quite high,
probably three to four thousand., The flak did not seem intense, but was accurate
hegvy, I did nct have time to look for more chutes, I was being flaled ut the
time. T was low on fuel, and rroceeded home after reporting my observations te

the fighter control "Marmite",

Lto CGl., aAlr CO."-";B,
0-392527,
LOL4th Fighter Group,

Commanding,
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CONFIDENTIAL

STATEMENT OF EYEWITNESS

U. 8. Arnyy,
27 January 1945,

On 25 Jamuary 1945 I was flying as loader of the third flight of a mission
of six flights, It. Downing was flying in the number six position of the
second flight, His flight was about two miles on our left at tenm o'clock,
Approximately eight miles {rom the target Lt, Downing's ship seemed to have
received a direct hit, beciuse it seemed as though his ship was completely
envelaned by flames from the wings back. Apparently still under control & he
left the formstion diving toward the right, That was the last I saw of the
ship and my gunners never reported any chutes leaving the ship,

2 flona 4.

HN C. MDOHE, JR.,
aptain, Air Corps,
0-747861,
4l,2nd Bomb Sq (L),
405th Bomb Gp (L),
®A" Flight lLeader,
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STATEMENT OF EYTRITNESS.

U. S. Army, =

27 January 1945,

On 25 January 1945 I was flying as the Bombardier-Navigator of the lead
ship in the third flight of a mission of six flights. Lt. Downing's flight,
was flying about two miles on car left at about ten o'clock and he was flying
in the number six position., Wher still about eight miles from the target, it
appeared that Lt., Downing's ship received a direct hit in the bomb day. The
ship was enveloped in flames from the wings back, He was in a controlled dive
te the right, That was the last I saw of him and his ship, The other crew 3
members in my ship did not report seeing chutes leave the ship.

. TAR /)
;&Z(Q‘u» 4 JWG/&M
WILLIAM A. SCHULTES,
2nd Lt,, Air Corps,
0-722758,
6L2nd Bomb Sq (Lz,
mth Bomb G; (L.a
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'UNFIDENTIAL

STATEMENT OF EYSEWITNESS.

.J. S.

Army,
27 January 1945,

On 25 January 1945 I was flying as the turret gunner in the ship flying
the number three position in the third flight of a mission of six flights.
I was using a roving periscope checking the territory that we were flying when
I suddenly saw Lt, Downing's chip in flames, I% seemed to be burnirg from the
turret to the back of the cockpit. I kept watching to see if any chutes left
the ship, but to the best of ny knowledge none did leave the ship, My ship
passed over and due to the intense flak and the evasive action used by the
pilot of my ship I lost further view of him,

Kowg L Ll
HENRY G. MULDRCOW, JR.,
S/Sgt., 34027535
&i2nd Bomb Sq (L),
409th Bomb Gp (L),
Armorer-Gunner,
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¢ CONFICENTIAL

lst Wrapper Ind
HEADQUARTERS, 409th Bombardment Greup (L), APO 140, U.S. Army, 7 March 1945.

T0: Commarding General, Buropesa Theater of Operatiens, U.S. Arwy,
- (ATTENTION: AG cuulty Divisien), APO 871, U.S. Army,
o (D&Y CHANNELS) .

In compliamce with paragraph 12¢, Cir 94, Headquarters, Purspsan
Theater of Operatiens, U.S. Army, dated 31 Augusu 194k, the follewing

infermatien is submitted. qy

A. S/Sgt GEORGR H. LEVENTON, 39412772, v2nd Bembardment Squed-
m (L) J.ﬁbt.h Bosbardment Greup (L), was npo%
Suhilonn-iuimmrﬂwnnyonzs.Tm E
m R T T I s,

b, 8/Sgt Leventen partieipated in eix (6) missions and has net
received any awards te date.

te receive a direct flak hi% lnd down in flames, lLewaver, we
chutes out sf a pessidle ‘,m (3rmo seen to cpen,

B ~Po¥ the Semanding Officer:

Qb o i

| RS TR 7 josN W, MITLDER,
© .4 7 Captain, Afr Cerps,
1 Inel; ' Assiatant Adjutent,
Statement of Lt Jo. seon. - ,

y 18

CONFIDENTIAL
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'jm Moum. mm*om, APO 696, U.S.Amey.
% ) Forwarded in accordance with existing directives,

2, Owoup hes been sdvised o have C write letter of comdclemce im
" accordance with par 9,Memo 356, Ninth Air Force, dated 1 December 19k, This
to observe request made by Mrw, Levemton ir basic commnication. "

For the Commanding General:

:" m-:mm-. > & bumrge £, el gt 3 o Lo
HREAD QJARTRES, STRE AT3 JOAG, AP0 696, US m’m 18 WAR 1945

70: Commanding mnmmunmm s

(ATTH: AG En avmn).

A § wug mommmmmm N"%
: ‘ml f.i L\ ..,!I-“i'.

aptain, MID‘
Ad) General.

"IN
15 MAR, 4745

AG ma'm'
HG. ETO USA
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25 Jan. 1945 1200 10 ey KU 3623
. s Havoe A ':r—" 1ot Bk, DOUNIG  Robart Junes O-745473 eapt
‘ A c-r:;“ R BGDONELL I, L. —wrbin er  OuTIL2AY POv
t1 Atrdase Nangelar s (36221 ) Ak é1fay
Sgt. DCEDO Jobhn Anthony 2901449 ;1‘
Sgt. IAVEXTON  Qeamye #1277 dosd
[2 40ea)
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CREEN ."“..“...-
Bobert Jumes  lstuIt. O-TA%T3 eaptared Duleg Luft Heak
_John Anthomy Bgt.  339C.449 eapture’ Dulag Loft Lest SN
Hassllon, Pa, _ - B

W SR

Dulag Laft, )2 Jasiery 1945 Wo.
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Q% v

ist 1% Redert J. Downing Nre, Magrgaret B Dowaing (Wifs) ‘
3308 Jlemway Avenue
: Mm“. m' L

8/84% & axgy E. Loveanton Nr=, Mawlelle Levenion (Mother)
Genarsl Delivery

Sgb Jobn A, Dodde o Wr. Nichash A, Dedds (Pather)
: ' 130 Vest Berner )
' Jagelton, Paunsylvanic \

5
&
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;‘. ¥ : S Z MRy
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(Yiweitioatson changed ¥
CASUALTY QUESTIONNAIRE _
' m. Lt Gol. s AC
' ; . . m
: er_{m______ Rank _lst Lt, Serisl No. _Q;ﬂ.gﬂ_‘}___
- 2. Organization 409th gp fmlofM%ﬂ_ Rank Col, Sqn COJos, Fav _ Rank_Mal. _
(full (full name)
S. Whet year __ 1945  __ moath _yanvary  day 25th did you go dewn?
4. What was the missionBombing Crossroad,target, Near Schllden, Cerman’ ,target ‘
tims, _ 220 hours ,altitude, __12,911__:_”_;___ roate scheduled,

route flown

5. Where were you vhen you left formation? .

6. Did you bail out? Yes,

7. Did other members of crew bdail out? Sgt. John Doddo, the gunner who sat in front ad
il me, wia the Lirst to bail out. I followad him,.

8. Tell all you know ubout when, where, how each person in your aircraft for whom unc ¥
fndividual questionnaire is attached bailed out. A cm list is attached. Plesse

ive facts. If you don't know, say: ™"No Knowledge".
fkmﬁ.n%g: was in the rear turret and I w see him. r him I have no
e -

@, Where did your aircraft strike the ground?

10. ¥hat members of your crew were in the aircraft wham it struck the ground? (Should
eroes check with 8 sbove and individual questionraires)

11. Where were they in alroraft?

12. What was their condition?

13. When, where, and in what condition did you last ges any members not already des-
cribed above® :

14. Please give any similar information on personnel of any other orew of wkich you
have knowledge. Indicate source of ‘nformation.

(Any additional information may be writtem on the back)

6-3862,AF
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g ~y

I was fiying an 4-26 type airoraft on the mission I was shot down. The

-+ sonstruction of this plane prevents the p.lot from seeing into the section

" ‘el the plane aft the tomb-bay, so I was unable to sce the gunner in the turret.
. However, che plane was hit somewhere in the center section and in the tail

- section, the gas tanks were blazing, and the plane went into an immediate
spin. I do not believe the rear guaner was able to leave the ship,
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Meldung @ber den Abschull eines K 3623 )
Us-amerikanischen Flugzeuges AbschuB-Nr. .~ =77 f

AbschuBtag und Zeit: 5'1"5"1'00 £ P

i

.=z
!"f
£
£
3
£ |

Name wnd Vormamen: Dienst- Erk.- get.: welches Lager

/' Geburtstag und -on: grad Marke: |verw.: | Art 4. Verwundung
) tot: Grablage

DOWNING Robers James . 1.0, 0-74947) got. Dulageluf$ West
1306-1, : Oil.ouo 2

M oo John Authony Sgb. 32901449 gef. Dulageluth We
23,4.21 Hasellon, Fa. 2

L
- )1
oz #
B e Y 2 4L 7
. Bemerkungen: ) P T IO~ % 1,8 S R S ke
= DULAG-LUFY, den 1</ 1045 Wo.

S B85ST/44 He Heidelberger Gutenberg-Drackerel GmbH. V. #4 ,“_.._.,---j =
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