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DESCRIPTHON OF ACCIDENT ¥
(Brief narrative of pecident, Include stat t of responsibility and sndations for action to prevent repetition)
RARPATTV,

Cn the night of 12 Marsh 1945, "Le, LSenaor Was scheduled for a night nsvipstional
£light ae port of hia pr.o; A“n“"“!'f treining, Tpom hia retyum, b wes claared by *the
towar to antar the rettarm and land, Fe want around onoe to melm ocertain he weo lande
inr at the sroper fiald Yecause »f the feat thet the tower hed t0ld him there were five
sanpahlichts over the fisld when actually there ware only thwes, After slowing dom
guffinriantly in the pettorn, he lowared his gesr which seemed to leook inm the down posi-
tion, The fact that tha pilot felt a jer ss the pgeer fell ‘mnte place snd the grean
. 1ight was definitely burning wenld 1nl€onm that the maar was down snd loclked, Afisr

touching down with the mein ghar, the silot zently lowsred the nose gear which ml
to hold@ for & s3cond tifore pivirg aiay.

FESPONSTRILITY)

Faulty design for lubricetiom. The lubricstiom or the cross beem assombly of the
nos® goer is not sufficient for [roper antiom.

The oross besm he dasizned +o inoluds p minfmw of 7 Tubrication jointa,
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AAF Form No. 54
" (Revised 2:18-43)

TO BE FILLED IN BY STATION

STATION SERIAL No
45-67

DATE  SUBMITTED

16-3-45
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WAR " DEPAR‘I‘ME

ARMY AIR FORCES

UNSATISFACTORY REPORT |.:c s

(Sos AAF Reg 15.54 for Information on Preper Use of this Farm)

“STATION
A=69

sumigcT | Froperty Class -~ Name

| ORGANISATION

A2 4&“&&2&&%
l AAF Order or Ne

LEAVE BLANK
1AL Ne | REFER TO | CLASS

Dou

las
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REPORT 0l=D “u;hinj‘ Yose Ytheol Cross Beam

AIRCRAFT—Model & AAF Serial No ENGINE - Modal B AAF Serial No UNIT OR ACCESSORY—Type, Model and Serial Ne
A=-260=20 41-3928¢ R=2800=71
AIRCRAFY | CAST D1 R —Depor Date Fiying Tima S nca Total Fiying Tima
REPORTS
ONLY
ENGINE | AST OVERHAUL—Dwpot Hours Since Depots and hours st sach Pravious Ovarhaul
REPORTS
ONLY
P Hame - Fart Drawing. Serial and Spechication Mo.
A Sushing, Nose Wheel Cross Beam 2126842
R [T Ui atity on Hand Quantity Known Delective| No. of Previous Fallures | Manulacturer Trapector's No or Identificaban
) 137,20 78 25 uglas |
indicate by X aphed Heald Sent unoaer Sent in ‘l’ﬂl’“ﬂ Te Ovarhau!
?:'p‘:.mu * ?a“»'r"u for hpu'-u x“m:n X w.. I Factiry

GIVE COM?LE!E DETAILS, PROBABLE CAUSES AND RECOMMENDATIONS BELOW
Use only epatition)

applicable ipaces above — Avold unnecasgary r

EXPEDITE

1, Numerous ocases have shown up over the past few months of operation where the
Beam Assembly, Vose wheel

Bushing, Yose Wheel Croes Beam has roteted in the
eross arm Part 61239426,

no lubrication,
the bushing then rotates in its collar.
its normal position it is then impossible to lubricate the nose gear because
the hole in the bushing does not line up with the zerk fitting in the Beam

To overcome this defect, a new hole must be

This mal-function is caused by insufficient

lubrication due to the fact that only one zerk fitting is provided in the
Cross Beam Assembly and is not adequate for complete lubricution. At the
most, grease can only be found half the way around the sushing and, as the
nose gear only turns one~forth turn, it leaves

Asgembly, Yose wheel cross arm.

drilled through the bushing in order to again be able to foroe grease into the
Some of the present nose gear installations have been redrilled as
many as eight (3) times, with the result that eventually the complete Beam

collar.

Assembly will have to be replaced.

2+ It is recommended that the Beam Assembly,
indlude three zerk fittings 120° apart to eliminate future maintenance

troubles of this nature,

Jnc[fy

one~forth of the bushing with
This results in seizing of the bushing to such an extent that
After the bushing has rotated from

lnge Wheel Cross bs redesigned to

b

W :
bt X S
2nd Lte, Alir Corps,
Engineering Officer,

'ESTRIC i

:‘>$ ?
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ROUTIN

SEND ORIGINAL AND TWO COPIES DIRECT TO COMMANDING GENERAL U

HQ. AIR SERVICE COMMAND, PATTERSON FIELD, FAIRFIELD, OMIO.
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670TH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (L)
/4 16TH BOMBARIMENT GROWP (L)

APO # 140, U.8, Army,
13 March 19454

STA TEM ENT

1 was meking @ night landing on 12 March 1945, flying A=26B-20, aircreft
number, /1-39286. T made a regular pattem end at 150 m.p+h. lowered my
gear, The green light was on end T felt the jar es the gear lockeds

when we touched down the nose gear held just a second then went right on
down, T cut the mixture and cut all switches and when the plane stopped, got
out. No one was injured in the landing.

o

o TSI LETA Vg

ALBERT G, HENSON,
2nd Lt., Air Corps.

- 5
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DEoTROTER

§70TH BOMPARIMENT SQUADRON (L)
416TH BOMBAFDMENT GROUP (L)

m m. m m.
13 wreh 1345.

STIATENMENT

We had landed from & night local mission, the pilot, Lt. ALEERI G,
HENSON, set the plene down as it should be, it rolled on all three wheels
for & short distance then it collapsed. All indications were that the

landing gear wes down and logked.
fabes L2

Cpls Gunnere

at ..“";.’. i~ (.‘g E‘ ¥J
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I investigated the aocoident whioch cccurred on aireraft AAF §41-39286 in
which the nose gear failed to come down and leck,| I discevered that bronze
bushing in the Beam Assembly, lNose wheel cross was frozen to the Strut Assembly,
nose wheel shock, resulting in a high friotion drag in combination with the air
pressure on the nose gear while attempting to lower the gear before landing,
The additional drag on the nose goar caused by the frogen bushing overpowered
the hydraulioe pressure and conseguently the nose gear would not come down and
locke As there is only one lubricatien point on the bushing, it is impossible
to foroe grease clear around the bushing, resulting in seizing of the bushing
after a relatively short number of hours of operation.) To date three Un~-
satisfectory Reports, AAF Form 54, have been submitted on this condition.

2ud Lte, Air Corps,
Enginesring Officer.

DI RICTEY

el #E
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6T7OTH BOMBAFIMENT SQUADRON (L)
416TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (L)

AP0 i o,
13 Narch 1945.

STATEENL

Airerart A2op~2uDL, 41-39286b had a total of epproximately lo4
hours prior to its locel mission on the night of March 12, 1945.

A complete nose wheel jack test was pulled on subject aircraft
at & total time of 12) hours ana all adjustments were made at this
time which were necessary.

On March 12, 1945 tnis eirplene rew two coubat sorties end on
each occasion pilot reported aircreft performed setisfactorily.

el Y,

Cep tein, Air Corps,
Inginecring 0fficer.




TRICTED

670TH BOMBARIMENT S WADRON (L
416TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (x(.))

APO # Lo,

STATRMENT

1, Airplane No. 41-39286 was to the best of my knowledge in zafe
mechenical condition, and all discrepercies were noted on Form 1A, and
Form 41B. Pre-flight and deily inspections had beem periormed prior to
release of ship for flight, and no mechanical discrepencies noted.

FRED L. MAMULSKI,
ﬂ/ﬂ‘t-u Air Corps,
Crew Chief,
757
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FLYLNG GONTHOL o
Sta. ‘#-69 f F

p—— 13 March 1945
~TRICTED |

|

SUBJECT: Statement on crashed A4/C.
T0 . : 411 Concerned,

On the evening of 12 March 1945, A/C 286 pilot Lt., A.C, Henson was on night
transition flying and on or approximately 2214, he asked for landing instructions
and was given R/W 08 upon his request,

At2215 he appeared to make a normal approach te landing and setting dowm,
when it was noticed his nose wheel had collasped or was not completly down upon his
landing, as the Airfield Controller could not tell if nose wheel was in position on
account of darkness,

Crash truck and ambulance was dispatched at once and all concerned were

| Gt

JACK P. BARTON

Capt, iir Corps.
3.F.C.0.

A
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FLYING COSTROL i:iC:QTF‘}H::TEp
Sta, “69
13 March 1945

SUBJECT ; Statement on crashed A/C,
T ¢ A1l concerned

12 March 1945 at approximate 220k, A-26 A/C #286 call sign Hwble/M was
instructed to enter pattern for R/W 08 traffic left and to call tower on base leg,
Adrcraft ac

At approximate 2209 4/C Humble/l was cleared to land and acknowledged
Same, At approximate 2212 A/C Humble/M cxlled tower saying,"going around", Tower
Mdg.do

At appraximate 221, A/C Humble/M called tower on base leg saying “wheels
down and checked", ,Tower cleared Humble/M #1 landing.i /C Humble/i acknowledged,
dowm,

Approximately 2215 i/C Humble /M set
/
OHN GRAHAM 32294805

R/T Operator On Duty

- /3
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o, g g, S, |
R ET A RN T
HEADQUARTERS ’ ",
K14TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (L)
Office of the Group Treining Officer

APO 140, U, 8, Arwy,
15 March 196.

STATENKENT

On the night of 12 Mareh 1945, I was Operations Duty Officer et
Flying Control,

I was in the tower listening to Lts A, G. Henson's R/T procedure
and observed his pattern and epproach which were good, I also ob=
served his landing which was very smooth, Dus to the darimess, I could
not determine whether or not his nose wheel was fully extended, but it
1s my opinion that it was not and thet upon contact with the runway,

1 t cl)ll.p" .d.
. ]

1st Lt.. Air Ucrplg
Group Training Officer,

- 757












Ak W10



-
"y
1<% y 4 o Rifw 2
“ -"- ", » b L
WRNNAY L o e

-",. »
| ¥ y

HRADQUARTERS

316TE BOMBARDMERT GROUP (L)
Office of the Commanding Officer

APU m. U, 8. m,
18 March 1945,

SUBTECT; Trensmittal of AAF Form 1l

T0 + Commanding Seperal, 9th Bombardmsnt Division (M), APO 140,
‘F U. S, Ay,

Transmitted herewith is the AAF Form 14 (in guedruplicate) and
inslosures for aireraft accident of Lt, Albert G. Henson in A-26B.20
nunber 4le39286, 12 March 1945

For the Command A -
=1 | "Ogptain, Alr Corps,
- 5 Adjutant,
Tnels
AAF Form 1) and inclosures ( )
S Lt
360033 1ﬂt Ind. "'Q"B

YEADQUARTERS 9TH BOMBARDMENT DIVISION (M), APO 140, U. S. ARKY, 31 Mareh 19454
70: Commanding Gemersl, Finth Air Force, AP0 696, U, S. Army.

1, Submitted in complismce with Memorandum 55-1, Headquarters Ninth Air Force
dated 5 Mavch 1945, :

2. Delay in sutmisasion due to returm to group for re-comsideration.

757 6,/0;4//4;;,,,, ,g.ﬁb . f

" "BL, PARMENTER,

For the Commancing Gemeral:

/ S CAPTAIN, AC,
12 Incls: ,

Incl 1 - AAF Form 14 (in tri;i) AT AD}. GEN.
Inel 2 - Statement of Pilot (in trip) Hae ¥
Tnel 3 - Statement of Gurmor (in trip) 9,19 "
Incl 4 - Statememt of Engineering Officer (in trip) e Sl
Tnel 5 - Statement of Capt. R.J. Kehres (im trip; ¢ s
Incl 6 - Statement of Crew Chief (in trip) = )
Tnol 7 - Stabe ent of F/C Officer (in trip) o4 3mR48 ' F
Tnel ¢ - Statement of R/T Operator (im trin) \ i SO
Tucl 9 - Statement of Group Training Officer (1a trip) O\ L7, "ER':%;
Tncl 10- AAF Form 54 (in trip) “al AR FORCE A
Incl 11- Photos (im trip) &y LS

oy g g S P 8 o - -

Tncl 12 - AAF Forms 1 & 1A (1n trip) RS I L 2T |
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360433 ' ond Ind. - ) E
HEADQUARTERS NINTH AIR FORCE, APO 696, US Army, 6 April 191.5.

Tos Co:mnct!).ng Gamral, AF, Winston-Salem 1, North Garoltm (Attn: Ghinr, Flying
Saiety- L

Report. and recommendation of Aircraft Accident Cormittee approved.

A P

Lte Colyy A.G.D.,
12 Incls: n/c (2 cys ea w/d) Asst Adj General,

For the Commanding Ceneral;

. o # - 2 - &_ .
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