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Wo DUNAS, Lt. Col. }2

by E. A. BRA

g:t: M. mﬁil,lW‘l. IC

HEADQUARTERS, ARMY AIR FORCES
WASHINGTON

27 Aoril 1945

SUBJECT: Cornoral Robert D. Hill, 36444312

TO Commarding Officer, Atkinson Field, Georgetown, Eritish
Guiara.

1. Attention invited to attached conies of letters from ir,
and Mrs. Frank C. Hill, roparding their som, Corroral Robert D,
Hi1l, 36444312, killed non-battle 13 March 1945,

2. HRequest information upon which to base a renly to the
parents of Cornoral Hill,

FOR THE COMMARNDING GENFFAL:

/2 )%/CLL@{’
N. W. REED
Major, Air Corns
Assistant Chief, Notification Branch
Personal Affairs Division
Assistant Chief of Air Staff, Personnel

2 Incls,

201-Hill, Hobert D. (Enml) 1st Ind MAY § i /pas
HEADQUARTERS, BRITISH GUIANA BAuE COMMAND, Atkinson Field, British Guiana, SA

70: Commanding General, Army Air Forces, Washington 25, D. C. d)

/. In ocompliance with the above, the followinz information is stated in
chronelogical order: -

A=-26 Serial No, 41-39568 arrived at this station 16 February 1945. The
pilot, 2nd Lieut. Clyde M, Henderson 0-836 787 AC made no complaints after
landing as to the performance of the plane.

The airplane stayed on the ground 17 February 1945 because of unfavor—
able “cather.

On 18 February, during preparation for the take=off, the right engine
was not running smoothly. The engine was thoroughly checd®and necessary
ad justments made.

On 10 March the airplane was test hopped by Maj Vail for 45 Minutes and
again cn the same day for thirty minutes and found to be satisfactory. Then

Lt/ Henderson test hopped for an hour.and the plaue ohe tisfactory.

—GONFIDENTIAL
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Ltr, Opl R. D, Hill, Hg“AAF Wn DC, 27 Apr 45.

satisfactory.

On 11 ¥arch Lt. Henderson after take-off reported the nltimeter and
air speed indiocator out and returned. Necessary repairs were made and
instruments ground checked and found satlisfactory.

On 13 Merch aircraft departed at 06004 for its next destination with
Lt. Henderson piloting and Corporal K. DU, Hill as Engineer Gumner. Three
minutes later another A-26 with lst Lt. <. 5. McFadden took off and was to
be the lead plane for Lt. bHenderson. Aafter clearing the field Lt. Uciadden
reported to the tower that he could not contact Lt. Henderson. About that
time a C-46 (Bastern Alr Lines) reported smoke in the jurgles about nine
miles south west of the field.

A resoue party was dispatched immediately and guided by an RA=24 loca-
ted the wreck at 11304. The aircraft was completely demolished, presumea=
bly by the explosion of the large ferry tank carried in the bomb-bay. The
avidence at the scene of the crash indicated that the plane must have come
almost straight down.

As no one saw the aircraft in any trouble, and no one observed the
crash, and due to the almost complete disintegration of the plane, no defi-
nite cause can be set forth as attributing to the -~rash.

Chaplain (Capt) VWiolski, the Catholic Chaplain of this Base was & mem~'
ber of the rescue party and conducted the funeral service for Corporal Hill.
The funeral was held on 15 March 1946 and was conducted with full military
honors and respects. The Base Commander and as many officers and enlisted
men as could be absented from their duties, attunded together with a number
of local employees who work here. The service was held in the Base Chapel.
After the service, the cortege proceeded to the rost Cemetery where the re-
mains were interred.

Several soldiers stationed here were acquainted with Corporal Hill.
Their names are as follows:

Pfe larvin Lehtman Det 166th AACE Sqdn
Pfo Richard H. Bower »
FPfe William H, Tabor

2, Chaplain Homuald Wioleki wrote a letter of condolence to kirs. Hill
which was forwarded iiru channels shortly after the funeral.

3., Attention is invited to AAF Form No. 14 on the subject accident
which adds to the technical details and substantiates some of the above in-

formation.

/

Y /.1 r
L/Jy’{g;_, v e Oieaid
2 Inols: n/e ALVIN 5. ISAACS

~——Laptain, CAC, Ad jutant,

FOR THE COMMANDING OFFICER:
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ommandine Officar

Hunter Fiald

{

i
-~
?

Savanah Georgia.

Ne have baen told b wpiting to you we can obtain some information
econcarning tha nlane crash in which 351. Robart D. H11l 36444312 was
killed on March 13th in British Gufana, He was an A 26 enginesrs punner
and Lt. Clyde M, Henderson was his niplot. He loft Hunter Field on
Fab 11 and went to West Palm Beach Tla. and left there on Feb 13, We
would 1ike some details information concerrine the crash. Wethar he
was killed instantly, if he had a Catholic Burial, and any other infor-
mation you can give us. We would aopreciate it very much if you could
send to us the name of the Chanlain at AtKison Fiald Fritish Guiana, we
would like to writa te him to see if he can give us any additional
irformation,

Sinceraly,

¥r. and Mrs. Frark C. Hil]
fenora J11 N 1
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sommandine 0fficer,

2 sunner
March 13

on a A26, and the nilnt Lt, Clyde Y. Henderson T ]

Mur only son about 1 vra alAd
>

in a erash landing mi. from Atchison British Guiana 9. America. We
»

ion wa recelved from Lt. Hendersons narants

understand from the infarma
that they had engire troubla on the way for renairs 37 days, and then
started over seas, and had to come back the alr sneed and Altimeter
went out, the following day theystarted again, and crashed 9 milas from

Atechisorn, why ware those boys sent ont with a defective nlane,

I thirk the livag of our boy® are worth mora than to have them

4

take chances llke that, g

We loct a lovinge son and wonnld 1ike to know mora about the erash.

Sircerely,
Mr. and Mra. Frank C, Hild

ferora 111
'r"\
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