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» At 0010 hours, 17 May 1545, Lt. Foro hag cougleted s night treining mission and ¢
was cleared by the tower to eater treffic end lendy The pilot made e normal patt2rm,
dropping his l#nding geer ond fleps as he funed op to the base leg at an airspeed of
160-165 mph, Lt. Fero f21t the geer ‘go down and checked the selsyn indicator mnd the
lending gear indieator light, All indicated thet the gear was down angd locked, Bis
hydraulic prossure gauge also indicated 850 pounds preesure, Both the pilet #nd the
Duty Officer in the tower stated that the landing wes goode Shortly after touciing
down,. the left mein gser gradually collspsed ceusing -the left wing tip and propeller to
hit the runweye The ship then wesrsd to the left off the runway, The pilot cut the
switches before the ship cam to = coglste stop, and both he end his gunner clizbad
out onto th» winge "

Lopiiaie Causss Collspse of left mein goer shortly after touching down during

a night landing.

Underiving Ceuses Failure of left main geer to lock in extended positions

Raponsibilityr Undstermined. No malfunction or discrepancy could bs determined
. gs gear checksd normelly on subsequent investigestion and repeated
retraction tests, -

Becomuandaiicnar Nore,
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Incl, #7 « AAF Fom 1's,
L Inc}. ‘8 « AAF Form M'.o
. I‘lcl. ” - Photogmphﬂ.

APPROVEDy . :
TISODORE Re AYLESWORTH, 397

Colonal, Mr Corps,
Commendi

; 'DOUID 3, UBICHZRT, Cept., MaCe
Medicel Off

RIC.AD Vo wl
Asste Group Operat

T s
-“-g/// [f"_é r}

ACK P, BARTON, Oapt., A,C / WILLIAK He MOFFETT, 2nd Lt., AJC
iuua:x l'lying'coarol 3}!’!”1-. £ Group lnginoering Sttioore ’
vo/ .
’ Sigoature . ... —— - g
Date 29 Moy J9ASe o ‘ . .

® 2 cowERmEIET wowlins SeRCH STe? |
.

N B e | ::STRICTEf_j




e e — RS
431Md Vi AHO4 NO un! e
Pous i oSERA [T or TSR | swouvmo - LuodH LHOIM S 0
40 "o | INOISSIN ﬁ — _ _ _
| | _ 1 | .
W I ] _ ]
& o ‘on INOISSIW Av I3 W 1] m—w ’ mﬁlnﬂnlllﬂllm«imlﬂﬂl_lll
\ : I S cSfx0D ITW 23T I3ST: 5
R | o T D00 de, NHOE |
: | : o A _
A el T T W O LT L 41
l o a0 ,.l- INOISSIN -
.H“ ! ; : G0
o e s o =3 A
oo — | NOM 4 ' — _ _ _ '.
.-m oN .H —H. : : : ulll
* 40 ‘on mul.‘.“oi!: l_ _ — _
*00 S e : L 5 8T96G86¢ ‘ *195/6 *°Y MIHQIY ‘SY.L0M | 0F
S R e e ot 5.5 433 ety
00 ‘22 o=y __ T _ 7T N7T| e3wn| sevecco ‘*3T 35T ‘¥ CTVNOG ‘OMEZ | 8T
40 Ol. INOISSIN l_ ‘_\ A_‘ _
2k . o M L3 -
o | [ | _ L
: e : - EX R
2 - I NONA _ H _ -
Ll NOISSIN GNY SIVIINMEL .co..HrSn THO N | ALNG | I MO N | ALna ...o..v_ AiN8 | Aqqwoon ZOF(N-Z(OEOu - - 1 3 K |
caloasia — MNYH — ANVYN $sv1D
o wors | ST b, | 8
» ‘ON TVINIS .Psm(‘-lc“h-( s BdAl ONY 'ON NOMOVNDS @HH’J QPF@ HEANIONT TVIHEY WO 431MD =] g w
UloDu=L7P (T) amog 381.0 av u3é JOoaXSH W 3 .
0 D THOOW L4VHDMIV Cas 34AL ONY 'ON dNONO IV 136 NOILYLS Biva
Oc-g29a-Y mw (T) quog wASTH BO=Y Sy=Gwo T
—— — _— — N N————




WAR DEPARTMENT iy o . .
A. A F. = .
Foma 20.% A . FLIGHT REPORT - ENGINEERING s :
2.2-42 . . ‘ F y
' 9, P, -
¢ 4 INSPECTION STATUS . ¢ SERVICING AT STATION OF TAKE OFF
. (CHECK IMMEDIATELY BEFORE TAKE.OFF)
0"05"9' INSPECTED TODAY —e
: - FUEL oL T
“?::‘ BY STATION 8 | caaLLons (QUARTS) 9;‘
> <0
PREFLIGHT | S ‘hﬂ S ﬁ'Q.'.I w ) e I‘¥!'l70 > . ¥ i bed 2;‘
v o | S | 5§ - SER N SERV. IN SERV. IN
QiVLY- ‘¥a_______‘:b9 ‘ F 1“'“““ .“ lul-:d-u. :'_Jl_A_‘l!K ICEB TANKS| ICED |TANKS x Y
2s wours __1129:00 | 15T ol 1120
| 1
50 wours __159:00 2np 200 B2 (20 (120 20 120
100 Hours __|209: 38 3RD
Plugs FQQH') 4TH
STH ]
INSPECTION OF AUXILIARY EQUIPMENT SETATUS
RSN expLanation it, Rudder Pedgl AJ, Arm,
EQUIPMENT SYMBOL INSPECTED BY BTATION 5. 2.
510 C S
BOMBARDMENT b 4 Yoxall | A=09 y
GUNNERY 2z Yoxall | A=09 B a. :
CHEMICAL / ]
communicaTions| 8 Stephent : EXCEPTIONAL RELEASE
WHEN THE "STATUS TODAY" IS INDICATED BY A RED SYMBOL.
PHOTOGRAPHIC — AND AN “EXCEPTIONAL RELEASE~ HAS NOT BEEN GRANTED
BY AN AUTHORIZED ENGINEERING OFFICER. THE PILOT OF THE
NAVIGATION / AIRCRAFT WILL SIGN THIS RELEASE BEFORE FLIGHT.
| gie Squip (ot vkt
RELEAS MY, DA Fere
L
Clasd %4ilip . T—— -
REMARKS: PILOTS AND MECHANICS - SEE INSTRUCTIONS INSIDE FRONT COVER. i B s D
SECRE! OR mmnmwm INSTALY. ED ENGINE NO. 1 NO. 2 NO. 3 NO. &
HOURS
#1 OK BJ Tutt, Cgpt, AV, Tooare | 28950| T77:10
HOURS
#2 - Left Gear retracted on landing- vooar | 3318 3115
wing tipeleft prop-nose gear all o | 0305 80325
- A 1L CHANGE
DUE '
— damaged ~ DA Fero, 1st Lt,, Alr Corps, o N ,
N6 Due

HOURS

TO DATE I zz‘ :I
TOTAL _125:4n

4‘ Landing Gear Red Warning Lignt Eepaired by Outting. s
| Lett Mgine Energizing switcn Remeved and Replaced by Herper V9>

]

ENGINE DATA AIRCRAFT DATA AIRCRAFT ORG. DATA
=

| s \i’-

AHOIM4
TYLOL
(23

ON TVINES ENISNE
—
ON TYINES ) NIoNS
‘ON TVINES EMioNE
TROOW BNIOND
4]
woLLvie
miva

-
.
ON TVINES ENiONE

any
3
ANy
LEL L]
EREANIONE TYVINEY ¥O ANIND MEND

-, 5




17 " May 1945.

On 16 May 1945 at 2200 I tcok off on a night navigation
mission with my gunner, S/Sgt. Rojas. I returned to the
field at approximately 2400 and wmade a normal traffic pattern.
I cut my airspeed to 160 - 165 L.P.H. and lowered the gear.
I felt the gear go down, and the green landing gear indicator
light came on. I remember this distinctly as tne light was
not shielded and I had t¢ reach up and turn the shield over
it. The selsyn indicator showed the wheels down and locked.
I made the final approach at 130 M.¥Y.H. and made a normal two-
point landing. My wheels touched a good ways down the runway.
When the wheels hit it felt like the left tire was going flat.
The next thing I knew the left gear collapsed and the wing
tip and the propellor hit the runway. This caused the plane
to veer to the left off the runway. I cut the switches just
before the plane stopred and my gunner and I climbed out onto

the wing. There was no indication of fire, so we stayed with
the ship.

,ﬂ&ad/.j é/‘:

DONALD A. FERO, :
lst Lt., Alr Corps.




" 17 May 1945.

On 16 May 1945 I took off with my pilot, Lt. Fero, on
a night navigation mission. I rode up front with the pilot
as it was just a training mission. We took off at 2200 and
returned to the field at approximately 2400. Lt. Fero made
& normal pattern and lowered the landing gear. The green
indicator light came on very bright and Lt. Ferc reacned up
and dimmed it cut. The landing procedure was normal. The
wheels touched when we were quite a ways down the runway.

The plane felt like it had a flat left tire. All of a sudden

the left gear collupsed, the left wing went down and the

propellor cnopped into the runway. We veered off the runway.

Lt. Fero cut tne switches just Lefore the plane stopped.
Wnen it came to & halt I opened the hatch and climoed out.
Lt. Fero followed me. Tiere was no sign of fire, so we

stayed with tnhe aircraft.

ANDREW A. ROJAS,
S/Sgt., 39859818.
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SUBJECT: Statement on Crashed A/C,
TC t 411 Concerned.

At 0010 hours, 17 May 1945, eircraft A-C6 No, 210, which hed been
on night treining, called the tower for landing instructiona. Towsr instructed
A/C to l#end on R/W 08, After landing on the runwey, the left mein gear gave
away, causing the left wing =nd engine to hit the ground, Due to the darkness,
the undersigned could not tel]l if mein geers were down &#nd locked befors the air-
eraft laended@. There was an ambulanc® end erash truck dispatched to the aireraft

junedietely. All concerned were potified.
Y G

J‘cx ,Q m.
Captein, Air Corps,
8.F.C.0.
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the main geer,

42423NBN2 - -

I investigated the accident which happensd on the 17th of May 1945 to A-26B-20
eircraft, AsAeFe number 41-39210, According tc the pilot of the sireraft, he hed -
zade a normal lsnding and had lowsred his wheels and flsps on his base leg, Upan
landing, the left mein landing geer foldsd up soon after touching dowmn, I gave the
lending goar a thorough inspection after it hed besn picked up =nd at thet time the
1»ft main gesr cems down 2nd lock®d in 2 pormal menner, The sircraft wes then towed

. into the Service Team ares,
geear 2nd no discrepancies were noticsd at thet time, although the adjustment of the
landing gear down lock wes noted to be excessive, It wes only exeessive to the sxtent
that more pressur® would be required to unlock the gear, With this in mind it is
possible that insufficient time wes allowed for this gesr tc fully extend and loek,
Noruelly the mein gear comes dom end locks and then ths nose gear follows a few
seconds later beccuse tha wind resistance is much greeter on the nose® gear then aa

A retraction chack wes then z2de on the left lending

However, dus to the fact that, in the sbove stated condition of the

lock on the laft mein geer, more pressure than normal was required to unlock the laft
main gear, the right mein gear would come down end lock end then the nose gear would
This would expend the hydrauliec pressure® until the engine pumps
egein built up #nough pressure to unlock the left mein geer, When the left mein goar
firelly unloek®d end extended, there would agein be s time lapss before enocugh pressure
was again built up to lock the left main gear in the dowmn positions By this time

the pilot had probably touchsd dowm end the gear did not have a2 chanee to lock, The
tim® required for this sequence of events would probebly b about forty=five seccnds
to a minuts,

cor® down and loeck,

No other reescon e2n bs found for the failure of the left mein gear to lock in
the down positione This aireraft hz? made & belly landing before, and was repeired
by the 4lst MR and R Squadronm,

lei 5

2nd Lt,, Air Corps,
> Oroup Engineering Officer,
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I certify that Airplane A-205-20, Serial N¥o. 41-39210, had a prefligut and
dgily insrecticn perivimeu 0u iv and was in excellent conditien prior to take-off

on tne evening of 16 May 1955,

Y . _,,_/(,4-'
tfﬂ‘/f’ i T8 R
Captain, Air Corps,
sngineeriang Officer,

|
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17 May 1545.

I certify that Airplane A-265-20, Serial No. %41-39210, had a preflignt and
daily 1nopocnon periormed on 1t and was in excel.ent mecaanical oondxuon prior te

take-of1l on toe evening of 1b Mgy 1545,
//’: -
bof Faaralzer- @a/
Vet Faeeg [

. CRAIG M, HARPER,
1/Sgt., Air Corps,
Crew Chnief,
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B . +HEADQUART®RS
. L16TH BUBARDIENT GROF (L) .
Office of the Commending Officer e

. ' ! AFC 140, U8, Argy,
: 24  Mey 1945

SUESECT: Trensuittal of AAF Fori 14,
T0 + Oommending General, $th Air Division (M), APO 140, U.S, Amy,

Trensuitted herewith is AA¥ Form 14 in quadruplicets (wi'h inelosures) covering
aireraft eceident of 17 May 1945 of Lt. D.A. Forg ip A-26B=20, ACEN 41-39210,
ATORITS 20y

‘e
LT
A

For th» Commending Officert ,"'*

JOI‘. ‘11' co!'p'.
Ad jutant,

g

1 Incl - AAF Form 1 in quedruplicate (with inclosures),

360,33 lst Ind. E-N-1
A HEADQUARTERS 9TH AIR DIVISION, APO 140, U.S. ARMY, 14 June 1945.

w' c-ﬂm G.l'rl.l, li!lth ll‘l' r“. m 6%’ Uos. ‘m.

‘ 1., Submitted in compliance with Memorandum 55-1, Headquarters Ninth Air Force
] dated 5 March 1945, .

2, Delay in submission caused by return to group for further information,
For the Commanding General: : ;397
sl

- - { f
¥ 4 LKee €aly/
o /5 @~ GCVeapy
4 %, %4 LF< COLONEt; A c/
10 Incls: o b;,"'o,hﬁ & ADJUTANT GENERAL
Incl 1 - AAF Form 14 (trip) 2, @ b \ \
Incl 2 - Statement of pilot (trip) et o
Incl 3 - Statement of Gunner (trip) ’is 3. l“'-\,‘-’i
Incl 4 - Statement of Flying Contro) Orficdt (+-Ap)
Incl 5 - Statement of Engineering (fficer (trip)
Incl 6 - Statement of Engineering Officer (+-ip
Incl 7 - Statement of Crew Chief (trip)
Incl 8 - Form 1 (trip)
Inel 9 - Form 1-A (trip)

Inel 10 Photographs (trip)
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HEADQUANT 55, NINTH AIR, FORGE, APO €96, US Army, 20 June 19lSe
Tos Cm'aiiding General., pAF, VAnstor=Salem 1, llorth Ccarolina, (Attn: Chief, Fly- ,,J
ing Safety.) : :
Report of Airgraft Accident Cormi‘ttee approveds

For the‘ Comanding General:

10 Incls: n/c (2 cys ea w/d)
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