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DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT

(Brief narrative of accident. Include statement of responsibility and recommendations for action to prevent repetition)

HARRATIVE:

On the morning of 26 May 1945, Lt, Gary was scheduled to participate in a
low level formetion flight. He had taxisd to the head of the yunwsy with the forma-
tion, end, after properly aligning his sircraft dowm the runway, he checked his eng-
ines at L5 inches of manifold pressure for powsr output, Just as he roleassd the
brekes for the take-off run, the nose wheel collapsed damaging both props.

DLEDIATE CAUSE: 'Collapse of nose wheel assembly.
UNDERLYING CAUSE: Failure of Left Nose Wheel Side Erace Assembly.

BESPCNSIBILITY: Materiel Failure - 100%
RECCIARND:TIONS: Ses Unsetisfactory Report (Insl, No, 6)

INCLOSURES:
Inel. No, 1 = Statement of Pilot
Incle Noe 2 - Statement of Guaner
Incl, No. 3 = Statement of Group Enginesring Of ficer
Incle No, 4 = Statement of Squadron Engineering Cfficer
Incl, No, 5 - Statement of Crew Chief
Inol. No, 6 - Unsatisfactory Repert
Incl, No, 7 - AAF Form 1
Tnel, No. 8 = AAF Form 1A
Incl, No, 9 - Photographs 3
¥ Incl, No,10 « Statemsnt of Flying Control.Officer.
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AAF,
2 FLIGHT REPORT - ‘
224
L -
i INSPECTION STATUS SERVICING AT STATION OF TAKE OFF
(CHECK IMMEDIATELY BEFORE TAKE.OFF)
°"':"°' INSPECTED TODAY
FUEL olL T
Ng‘g:‘ By STATION 8 (GALLONS) (QUARTS) E -
> <y
PREFLIGHT 26-5-'05 Cook E loanv.| NO l NO. 2 NO. 3 NO. 4 sg
" ICED |[TANKS |SERV. IN SERV- N SERV. IN SERV. IN
DAILY a’- Cook cep |vamnxs! icep |vanks!| icep |Tanxs| iCED | TANKS €Y
25 HOURS 63:45 A~59 1ST 900 120 12
so vours 91310 2ND
100 wours 311310 3RD
8 L 5 4TH
5TH
INSPECTION OF AUXILIARY EQUIPMENT STATUS 1
1008 __ | expranamion 50 _cleck; No compass; 9th
EQUIPMENT SYMBOL | INSPECTED BY STATION E 2. Diy M v
v
BOMBARDMENT B Brady [ X 2 &
cracked in three
GUNNERY B M 3. 4. M'
| CHEMICAL g A-59
communications| H Hood EXCEPTIONAL RELEASE
i WHEN THE "STATUS TODAY" IS INDICATED BY A RED SYMBOL,
PHOTOGRAFPHIC = AND AN ~EXCEPTIONAL RELEASE" HAS NOT BEEN GRANTED
' BY AN AUTHORIZED ENGINEERING OFFICER, THE PILOT OF THE
| NAVIGATION & AIRCRAFT WILL SIGN THIS RELEASE BEFORE FLIGHT.
all l‘;u Gary
RELEA tngbn 1 J.C.
FLIGHT
ﬁ"_"'km

WAR DEPARTMENT

L}
ENGINEERING

REMARKS: PILOTS AND MECHANICS -

SEE INSTRUCTIONS INSIDE FRONT COVER.

AIRCRAFT AND ENGINE TIME RECORD

(ENTER IN HOURS AND MINUTES)

ENGINE NO. 1 NO. 2 NO. 3 NO. 4
HOURS
1o pate | 2913 :
HOURS
TODAY
TOTAL
IL CHANGE
pus nl: :
Wa0. CLEAN- l
N8 DUE
-
HOURS
TO DATE @ =°§
HOURS
AIRCRAFT TODAY
JOTAL

Nose Whee] buck]ed, Both prepe damaged. Sudieam Stoppage of Engines Probabdle,

Torsien t.m: (reft).
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A TRUE COPY: /
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T E . ™

Captain, Air Corps,

Engineeriag Officer,
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U ‘WAR D:-:Pag’n;tENT : ‘ -8 | : s UR
; AAF Form No. 54 WAR DEPWMENT : oy 2

(Revised 2-18-43)

TO BE FILLED IN BY STATION AR AR TN LEAVE BLANK |
STATION SERIAL No DATE SUBMITTED UNSAT]SFACTORY REPORT AS.C. SERIAL Neo l REFER TO i CLASS |
U L.59_1§.5..1b1 [ 10..5_145 {See AAF Reg. 15-54 for Information on Proper Use of this Form e ] 25y ] U
R STATION ORGANISATION | R
A-59: A P.0. # 140 671st Bemb Sq, (L), 416th Bemd Gp, (L)
| sussscT Proparty Class - Name Manufacturer AAF Order or Shipping No ‘
REFORT 01<D, Brace Assembly-Neese Wheel Side Deugl gs 4123687 ‘
AIRCRAFT—Model & AAF Serial No ENGINE Model & AAF Serial No ' UNIT OR ACCESSORY —Type, Model and Serial No U
UR A-26B.30: 41-39360 Re2800-T71 R
AIRCRAFT LAST D. | R —Depot Date Fiying Time Since Total Fiying Time
.gNLV
ENGINE TAST OVERHAUL—Depo: Hours Since Depots and hours at sach Previous Overhaul
oNLY
U P Name Part Drawing, Serial and SpecHication No. U
R A |Brace Assembly - Nese Wheel Side uazgau R
IR Time in Use Quantity on Hand Quanuty Known Defective| evious “Manulacturer Tnspector s No. or Identification
T | 251:0% Nene One Nene Dougles | Unknewn
Indicate by X Photographed Held Sent unoer Sent in Repaired and Disposed of To Overhaul
B P Iy o= e |- ™ = ol s U
UR GIVE ‘SE:I.”LEIE DETAILS. PROBABLE CAUSES AND RECOMMENDATIONS BELOW EXPEDITE R
1. FPilet was ground checking the engines ef subject drnno Just prier te take-
off, When the maximum manifeld pressure and R, P M.'s had been ebtained the
U nese wheal cellapsed, U
R’ 2. Inspectien ef the nesewhee]l assexbly revealed that the Left NHesewheel Side Brace Rx
Assembly (Part He, 4123687 T,0, 01-40AJ-4, Sect, 2, Page 205) had felded and the
‘ nese gear buckled frem lack of bracing, It was alese neted that Alrcraft TSelt

{ ASU.Z] hed been stripped ef its threpds and had fallen frem its pesition te the
ground, freeing ihe nese whedl retating mechgnism arm, U

UR 3. EECOMIINDATION: Siace this was the first eccasien of failure ef this assembly
and siuce on other stressing eccasiens subdbject brace assembly has been satis-
factery 1%t can enly be recemmended that a mere thereugh imspectien be perfermed
en this assembly prier te service installatienm,

Up |4+ DISPOSITION: Subject airplane was turmed inte the £85tn Alr ¥ngineering Squad- | |J
R ron for necessary repairs, R

4

: ; 17y
Ug 1 - e ﬁl’ %n.. U
R’ I-cl. # 1 ~ Phetegraph of Subject Defective Captatn, Air Cerps. R
1 Brace Assembly, Bng ineering Officer, ~ Jf‘ .

y(/‘r/ RESTRICTED U

R U ROU" SEND ORIGINAL AND TWO COPIES DIRECT 1O COMMANDING OENERAL U R
R MO, AR SERVICE COMMAND, PATTERSON FELD, F AIRFIELD, OO R

U
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67lst EBombardment Squadron SL)
416th Boubardment Group (L

APO 140, US 2 ’
26 Kay 1945.

On the morning of 26 May 1945, I was scheduled with Sgt.
Rollins M. Barry for a Low Level Formation flight. The form-
ation started engines and taxied to the head of the runway.
Wnen it came my turn to take-off, I ran the engines up to
about forty (40) to forty-five (45) inches of manifold press-
ure. I had just released the brakes for the tuke-off run, when
the nose wheel collapsed. . '

I know of noc reason it should collapse.'\Tne nose
wheel was aligned with the' airplane and the runway.

1st Lto. ALY COIIJS,

necTRIATER




671ST BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (L)
416th Bombardment Group (L)

APO 140, U S »
26 May 1945.

S-T-A-T-E-M-E-N-T

On the morning of 26 May 1945, I was scheduled with Lt.
John C. Gary for Low Level Formation. Lt. Gary started the
engines and taxied to the head of the runway. It was his
turn to take-off and he ran the engines up and started to
take-off when the nose wheel collapsed.

RDuLIHS M. » 18171363,

Ty T 67lst Bomh Sq (L).

£
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§=T=A =T=E=N=E=N=T

I investigated the accident which occurred on A=268=30 aireoraft AAF $41-39360,
and found that the brace assembly, nose wheel left side had brokem in two in the
midile. This failure occurred while the pilot was running up his engines for a
full power check before take off. The failure can only be contributed to material
failure of the brace assembly, nose wheel side as a rigid daily inspection prier
to the expected flight revealed no discrepancies. To the best of my knowledge,

the aireraft had never had a hard landing.

2nd Lt., Air Corps,
Gp Engineering Officer.
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”
OFFICE OF FLYING C NTROL
USARF STATION A=59

14 nmz 1545

Tes I WAS ON DUTY IN THE CONTACL TOWES AT USAAY STATI'N 250 AT
APPROVIMATE'Y OF15 PO'URS, 26 WAY 1945. - I OBSSAVED A=26 Y0, 360 HALTEn AT
THE SOUTHEAS™ oD OF THE MUNWAY. ON CLOSER OBSERVATION WITH BINOCULARS, I
SAY TFAT THE AIRCRAFT'S WOSE WHEEL HAD APPARENTIY OOLLAPSED,

2+ I VOTIPISD SQAD"ON PTSSONNEL, ARAANGING TC HAVS THE, AIRFLANE
REMTVED FRM THY RUNWAY, A'D THEY PROCESDED TO THE SOENE OF THT ACCIDENT.
THERE, 1 DETHERVINED THAT THE NOSE WHEEL HAD IN PACT GIV SV WAY. BOTH PRO-
PELIORS W=RE DAVAGED, THE RUNWAY ALSO ¥AS DAMAGED, HAVING BE™ DUG UP BY
THE PROPELIORS. I ARSANOTD TO HAVE I'HESE HOIES FILLZD.

. J&J
GEORGE W. THORPE

lst Lteadc /O~

Felela




2% May 1945

e —————— —

I certify thet aircraft A-26B-30 41-39360 had a complete pre-flight and
daily inspectien prior to accident and was in excellent mechanical conditiem,

Mﬁy"n
Captaia, Air‘Cerps.

Engineering Officer,

/-

STRICTED



26 May 1945

ST AP B M- ENT

I certify that aireraft A-26B-30 41-39360 had a complete pre-flight and
deily inspection prior to accldent and was in excellent mechanical comditionm.

A
CHART.ES 000K

T/Sgt., Jiooloz').
Crew Chief.

/-
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HEADQUARTERS
§16TH BOLBARDIENT GROUP (L)
Office of the Commanding Offiecer

m uoi u.s. Amy.
i June 1945
SUBJECT: Trensmittal of AAF Form 1,

-
] W ¢ OCommending General, 9th Air Divisiom, AFO 140, U.S. Army.

Trensmitted herewith is AAF Form 1k in quadruplicate (with inclosures) covering
aireraft accident of Lt., Johm O, Gary, 26 May 1945, im A-26B=30, AR k1-39360.

For the Commanding Officer:

-1
: -
7

Crrel £ ALl

iGE SCHRGEIN,
hJ'r. Alir Porpl.
Ad jutant,
1 Incl. - AAF Form 1§ in quadruplicate (with inclosures),
HEADCUADTL £ 9TH AIR DIVISION, APO 140, U. S. ARMY, 19 June 1945,

t L]

\ 1Y -
T0: Comnending Ceneral, Ninth Air Forece, AFC 696, U. 5. Army.
' .
. 3 e ¥in 1y W ‘
J 1., Submitted in compliance with Memorandum 55-1, Headoquartere Ninth Alr Force,
dated 5 March 1945.

2. Delay in submission cdue to return to Group

For the Commanding General:

N
2 Inclss

Incl 1 - AAF Form 14 (in trip)
Incl 2 = Pilot's Statement (in trip) o
Incl 3 = Cunner's Statement (in trip) : . b
Inel L = Statement of Ingineering Officer (in trip) « ADJUTANT GeERAL.
Inel 5 & Statement of Cepte heH. Thiele, Jr. (in trip)
Incl 6 - Statement of Crew Chief (in trip)
Incl 7 « AAF Form 54 (in trip) - - - ”,7 ~ 0
Incl € = Photo (in trip) // AVLTVE!
Incl 9 = AAF Form 1 ‘\'z:*: ‘.ri;-x:\ - -
10« AAF Form 14 \in trip) :
4 %.:2% 11- Photoe (in trin) . ‘ ( L) &/ 1 77 .
Incl 12« Ststement of Flying Control (in tr o) - e "

RESTRICTED

: ResTRIctED. - s




L R

RESTRICTED
360.33 . 2nd I!ﬂo
HEADQUARTERS, NINTH AIR FOPCE, APO 696, U S Army, 26 June 19.5.

E

Tos Cormanding General, ALF, Winston=Salem 1, North Carolina. (Attn: Chief, Fly-
ing Safety.)

Report and recommendation of Aireraft Accident Comittee approveds
YA . -
For the Commanding General: : .

12 Imls::n/c (2 cys ea w/d)

o
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