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DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT

(Timef narrative of accident. Include statement of responsibility and recommendations for action to prevent repetition)

le Pilot was met able te extend left main gear after returming frem & secius
altitude bembing traiming missien. [ue te lack of regsir facilitiss ke was
diverted te statien Aedy, whilch wes thou At Lo De aa emer,ency damdin, flels.
After contacting the tower for perwission te make & belly landin; the pdlet
brought the aireraft im for & landing en the rumay. Nene of Lhe crew wes
hurt but sajer dimage was inflicted upen the alreraft.

i1, fespensibility: Imves igatlen by inginesring igpresentative revealed that
the cause of the accideat was materiel failure in that
there wia evertravel of the uplatch lock cawsing fallure
of left main gear Le extend, =

Jli, lecermendations: That @& UL be aeat in en type of uplateh leck used or that
& wanual feature for lewering of landing gear be installed,

INCLOSURES: 9
Incl, #1 = Statement of Pilet.
Incl, #2 « Statement of B/N,
Incl. ﬁ - Statement of Gunners
Incl, e Statement of Squadron Engineering Officer,
Inecl. « Statsment of Crew Chief,
Incl, #6 - Statement of Flying Control Officer -« A-5%
Incl, #7 - Statemsnt of Flying Control Officer - A=89.
Incle #8 « ANF Form Ske
Incl, #9 « Photogrephs
Incl. #10- AAF Form 1,
Incl., #11= AAF Form 1A,
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REMARKS . PILOTS AND MECHANICS :

Secret & confidential equipment inst, in this airplane
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A-59 | 7Q, 416TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (L)
| SUBJECT Property Class  Nams Manutacturer | AAF Order or Shipping No
. meromr 01=D latch Assembly Main landing Gear | Douglas Unknown !
AIRCRAFT —HModel b AAF Serial No ENGINE Mode! & AAF Serial No ‘ UNIT OR ACCESSORY —Type Model and Serial No
U A-26C~-15 43-22304 R-2800-71 |
R AIRCRAFT LAST D | R —Depot Date Fiying Time $nce Total Plying Time
| REPORTS
- oNLY
EMGINE | LAST OVERHAUL—Depor Hours Since Depots and Fours at Overhaul
OoNLY
! Name Part Drawing. Serial and Speciication No.
UR z lateh Assembly lain landing Gear 4125564
'R “Time in Use Guantity on Hand Quanuty Known Defactive| No of Previous Fallures | Manulacturer Trspactor's No or Identification
| T | 583138 156 156 30 Dougles Unknown
i Indicate by X~ Photographed Held Sent unoer Sent in Repairad and Duposed of Te Overhaul
{mu g ans Princs for Sepuraie Ausched | X [Returned o (Exwian Pae
U | GIVE COMPLETE DETAILS, PROBABLE CAUSES AND RECOMMENDATIONS BELOW EXPEDITE
(Use only applicable spaces above ~Avold uURNeCeIsary repetition)

l. During the pest few months, extreme difficulty has been experienced in main-
taining correct adjustment of the latch Assembly, lYain landing Gear, Part
7129564, It has been necessary to check the adjustment of the latch Assembly

before each flight of the aircraft because in seversl cases the adjustment has

U changed three times in as many flights. This cha ze of adjustment is extreme~-

R ly dangerous because there is no manual means provided for unlocking the Lateh

Assembly should the overtravel exceed the movement of the Lug Assembly=lain

| landing gear latch release. In most cases of this mal-function, the gear will

| fail to retract, but in two cases experienced by this Group, the gear has

% failed to extend. The change in adjustment of the latch Assembly is believed

] caused by stretching of the Rod Assembly=Short clevis end Fart #278130=1=710.

; As no means are provided on this installation to prevent the landin; gear

|

from retracting before the latch is lifted, a heavy load is placed on the
Rod Assembly in order to rele.se the latoh. The Rod Assembly also carries
8 large load during hard landings and while taxiing over rough terrain.

. It is recommended that a bungee be inctalled on the main landing gzear,
similiar to the installation on A-20, series aircraft, which will prevent
retraction of the landing gear before the locks are lifted.

URI 2. Recommendations
l

U j be That the unlecking mechanism be made heavier to prevent stretching of
R | Hod Assembly.

, ¢e That a manual means for lifting the locks be installed which is similiar
! to £ he method used on A-20 series airecralt.

J | i »
Ri 2nd Lt., Alir Corps,
. = ‘. ‘-,h!u A t.--- Bngineering COfiicer.
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9 Jme 1945,

On the 8th of June 1945, I wae a crow member of A-260=1%, eerial nusber
43=22%0L, while on 2 routine trainiag flight over France, Upon Completi~
ion of sald Miyht anl returning to base, the pilot, Jsptain Willim P,
Dufault, could not lower "is left main gear, We pulled out of the traffic
pattern and proceeded to try ususl methode to lower landing gear. Having
no euccess, -aptain Dufault called the tower aad agved for inetrucilons.
Far a neriod of forty=five (45) rinutes , instructione for varioue pro=
ceduree were received from the %tower and carried out by CJaptain Dufaul t.
After eald time elanscd and soer would not come down, we roceived crdsre
to fly to Alr “trip, A=89 and crash land there, After arriving at =50,
the tower was contacted snd inetructione wers received and carried out.

mwM

-\'Hol"'\!’ ¥. WRUIE
Plight Officer, x/c.
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9 June 1945

TO WHOM IT WAY CONCERN:

There were no defects noted on A-26C-1% Alrplsne,
A-A.F. Serisl Number 43-22304, on the morning of € June
10452, Roth engines were operating ncrmally, snd all in-
struments were operating satlsfactorily.

A Dally inspection was performed Iimmedlately after
the pre-flight Iinspection, and everything was found tc
be satisfactory. The landing gesr was thoroughly inspect-
ed, and ull clearances zhecked and found to be csstlsfact-
cry. Flve (5) flylng hours previcus tc its crash landing
the clearsnces were read justed, and on the two (2) pre-
vious flights the pllect reported the sircraft as being "C K".

fter completion of the dally inspection, the airplane
was considered fit for any flight.

CHARLES H. STEWART,
capt., Alr Corps,
Englneering Cfficer.

~=gTRICTED



€ June 1945

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

on the morning of & June 1945, I performed both the pre-
flight and dslly inspections on A-26C-15 Airplane, A.A.F.
serial Number 43-22304. A3 part of this pre-flight inspection,
T checked both the clearance and over-lap of the maln landing
gear. These were found tc be correct, and all other items
checked ss part cof these two (2) lnspections were normal.

Three (3) days prior to the crash-landing of the alrplane,
a fifty (S0) hour inspection was completed. The landing gear
clearances wsres re-adiusted to the regulred clesrance at that
times, and the pilots reported the alrplene "OK" on tha three
flizhts that followed.

After the pre-flight inspectlion was ccmpleted on € June
1945, the alrplane was, to my beslief, in the beat possible
mechanlical condition, end safe for sny flight.

RCBERT R. HANSON,
S/s‘:tc. Ai!‘ Co!‘pl.
crew Chief.




8 June 1945

STATEMENT

At 1157 Greygooss *T%, pilot Oapt. Dulfault, czlled tower =nd said he wes going
around becsuse he could nct got his left wheel dom, At approximetely 1205, Grey=
goose called towar to say he Wwaz not making any headway om gotting his left landing
geer down, and asked if there were any further instructions, OCapt. Whe:ler, Assistant
Oparations Officer, told G/T to use ecmerzency relsese procsdure, At approximately
1229, rilot in G/T sz2id he had twc hours of fusl. After having tried all available
means to lowar mer, he wes instructed %o proceed to A-89 for 2 crash l°nding, at
1243, FBe was given a QDM, th= Aistanee and ths cell sign at destination,

& . 2

/H;E%HZ&’M

1st Lt,, Air Corps,
Flying Contrcl Offiszer,
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STATEMENT

On 8 June 1945 at 13L5 hours, an 4-26 aircraft, number 20L,
pilot Lt. Dufauld, made & successful wheels-up landing at A-£9
airfield, Le Culot, Belgium.

Ninth Air Division directed the aircraft to this airfieléd
from its home station at A=5G after the pilot could not get & mmin
wheel down. The aircraft arrived overhead with all wheele retracted.
The pilot decided against having his two crew members parachute
before landing. He made a normal approach to rumway 23, touched
down near the dowrwind end, and the aircraft went straight down the
rurway approximately 2000 feet riding level cn its belly.

There was no fire or crew injuries. Wind was 2,0 degrees at
about fifteen miles per hour, visibility was good.

f——? e
L Zpmtds 74 A-_C/fﬂ\__
JAMES P. FRISTCE
1st Lt., Air Corps
Flying Control Officer
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RESTI Y UTED

HEADQUARTERS
L16TH BOMBARDMENT GROUF (L)
Office of the Commanding Officer

B.DWe 2

AFC 180, U, 3. Army,
15  Jume 1945.

SUBJECTs Transmittal of AAF Form 1k,

f

Captain William F, DuFault, 8 June 1945, in A=26C aircraft, ACEN 43=-22304.

¢+ Commanding Genersl, 9th Air Division (M), AFO 140, U, S, Amy,

Transmitted herewith is the AAF Form 14 on sircraft accident of

For the Commanding Officer:
_ gf.

..Jor. Alr Gﬂ'pl'
Ad jutant,

Incls

AAF Form 14 snd inclosures (in quedruplicate),

1st Ind. E-W-j

9TH AIR DIVISION, APO 140, U. S. ARMY, 21 June 1945.

T0: Commanding Gemeral, Ninth Air Foree, APO 696, U. S, Army.

le

“a

12 Inclss :
Incl 1 = AAF Form (in trip) GA ]r
Incl 2 =

Inel

3

Inel 4

Inecl
Incl
Incl

-] O™\

Inel €

Incl
Incl

Inel
Ihel

9 = AAF Forr 54 (in trip)
10- Photographs (in trip)
1l= AAF Form 1 (in trip;
12- AAF Form 14 (in trip)

Sutmitted in complisnce with Memorandum 55-1, Headquarters linth Alir Force,
dated 5 March 1945.

Delay in submission due to coordinetion and further investigation within
this headquerters,

For the Commanding Genereals

(é'ﬂd

Statement of Pilot (in trip) u COLONE A"
Statement of B/N (in trip)

Statement of Gummer (in trip)

Statement of Sq Engineering Officer (in trip)
Statement of Crew Chief (in trip)
Statement of Flying Control Officer -
Staterent of Flying Control Oi‘fic

‘ .l'
~ A T

L -

<,

’

ADJUTAN: G <ERAL.



ETED _
; E ]

-

T "o T
Iea & 4 5 &4

360433 - end Indeg
IEADQUARTA:S, NINTH AIR FORCE, APC 696, U S Amy, 29 Jume 15L5. :
Tos Commanding General, AAF, Winston=Ualem 1y liorth Carolina, (Attn: Chief, Fly-
ing ﬁfﬁt‘y.)
Report and recomendation of fircraft Accident Committee armroved,
FYor the Cormanding Generajs:
2 Incls: n/c (2 cvm ca w/Al)
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