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DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT

jed narrati accldent, Inciude statement of responsibility and recommendations for action to prevent repetition)

BAGAIIVE:

At 1815 on 15 June 1945, Lt. Olulow was scheduled to participate in a low level
formetion flight, He had texied to the head of the runway with the formaticm, and,
aftsr properly aligning his eireraft down the rumway, he checked his engines for
maximm power outpute As he started to retard his throttles, he releassed his brekes
to move up into his position with the formation om the rumway, Just as the aircraft
began to roll the nos® gear collapsed fcrward damaging both propse

DAEDILATE CAUSES Collapse of nos® gear assembly,
UNERLYING CAUSER Failure of left nose wheal side brace assemblye

FESPONSIBILITYs Materiel failure - 100%,
FECOMENDATIONS:  See Unsatisfactory Report (Incls No, 6)e

DNCIOSURES: 10
Incl, #1 « Statement of Pilote
Incl, #2 « Statemsnt of Gunner,
Incl, #3 « Statement of Group Enginsering Officer,
Incl. #4 = Statement of Squadrom Engineering Officer,
Incl. :_'6, - Statament of Orew Chief,
Inecl, « Unsatisfactary Reporte
Inel, ” « AAF Fom 1,
Incl, #8 = AAF Fom 1A,
Incl, #9 - Statemsnt of Flying Control Officer,
Incl #10 « Photographse -
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AIRPLANE FLIGHT REPORT - enciNegrING

' FLIGHT

REMARKS: PILOTS AND MECHANICS . sex iNSTRUCTIONS INSIDE FRONT COVER.
| SECRET OR CONFIDENTIAL EQUIPMENT

A

A g:mml MO T A
REV. (1 JAN aa,
: INSPECTION STATUS SERVICING AT STATION OF TAKE-OFF
..:" p— mwuﬁ; —foa:————-J § (CHECK IMMEDIATELY BEFORE u'x:’o:r_u §
“:3:' By STATION ; (0;;.2;!) L= : l.f:l':rm Es
PREFLIGHT] B = =4 5 | - o § R r_ NO. 1 NO. 2 NO. 3 NO. 4 ;B
DAILY 15 -6 -45 Kuh nn A'sg wed e -i:;- 'u':n- :: 'IA'I.I. 1::: rA:.l- l-g.é__v;_u:u_.__i =
an poune 4883138 Ree R wr| 201928 | 12¢ 120 PN _i_‘____q
so nouns 401155 friey 20 925 120  heol | | | J
100 woums H01 3 35 | : i il W (ol S S ¥ 3
‘_____ o b ¥ r ok ,
o |
INSPECTION OF AUXILIARY EQUIPMENT eTATUS Compass & R
EQUIPMENT SYMBOL [IN”‘C"D By STATION BT . oy
soumcunn | B Bigelowl a-s8 | NTI Ol-40AJ=6 N/C/W: 9th AsD.
GUNNERY B alow ‘-59 » - WT““”:W -
CHEMICAL I | ! Sl 4 -
COMMUNICATIONS| T M 1 .*1 A-59 ‘ EXCEPTIONAL RELEASE
S WHEN THE ‘STATUS TODAY" IS INDICATED BY A RED SYMBOL,
PHCTOGRAPHIC AND AN *EXCEPTIONAL RELEASE" HAS NOT BEEN GRANTED
5 BY AN AUTHORIZED MAINTENANCE OFFICER. THE PILOT OF THE
HAVIGATION | 1 ] AIRCRAFT WILL BIGN THIS RELEASE BEFORE FLIGHT.
Clags,. Baulr. { 1_A«llo Depneg i
2 GeNe Clulow

-

AIRCRAFT AND ENGINE TIME RECORD

(ENTER IN HOURS AND MINUTES)

INSTALLED IN THIS AIRPLANE

_#1 Right Carb, Alr Tempt, Guage Inoperative |
A We I)Opnﬁr_l l.t Lto’ Ao(;o

#2 tose Gear Collapsed whilo Taxling.

GeNa. Clulow, _EQ_L_U.!: A.ug_o_-,, s

A CERTIFIED TRUE COPYs |

| vooae P5340
pouns |4zoo 4300 | |
TOTAL H 409 : _1.—_—_‘

e 10020 5 & 1

Semove | | gk =3
vo oavE 405335 |

ATRCRAFT ",:::: !'00 !
vovaL 4093356
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B e

CHARLES H, STEWART,
Capt., Alr Corps

Serviced bys

b Kuhlm

Engineering Officer.

2. Kuhlmann

;&-59 9th A.D. lemo 65=-3 Not to be C/W = Kuhlmann

o
o AIRCRAFT ORG. DATA AIRCRAFT DATA ENGINE DATA
156 =45 AR FORCE i comMPOnENT EMGINE MODEL :
| 9th A.F. R-2800-71 & =27 ¥~
STATION COMD., BERY. COMD. O8 DEF'Y SERIAL MO SENIAL NO
-59 wi AImCRAFT MODEL sERAL N0 SERIAL WO,
CREW CHIEF O ENSINEER ‘-258-20 b -

400

AIRCRAFT SERIAL BO
666th Bomb Wﬂumm-)




8.5 10URA. L5644/ LOOWZ1 T64(44/3 03171) u
(it WAR DEPARTMENT | -
H 79 BE FILLED W BY STATION ~ ARMY AIR FORCES —L U] —

STATION SERIAL Ne. DATE SUBMITTED u"sATlsrACTORY REPORT A. 5. C, SERIAL Ne. REFER TO | GLASS
RoO0d8-170| 17648 | . o te.3006 o tmmstive o s B0t 0 o

STATION ORGANIZATION
AA.F, Statlon ‘-59 oth Bomb
Property Clase—tame Brace Assembly, Nose Masstaetarer AAF Order or Suipping

AIRCRAFT —Model & AAF Serial Ne. ENGINE—Model & AAF Serial Re. LU} ACCESSOR7 —Typs, Medal aad Serinl Ba.

A=-26B=-20 #41-39244 R-2800-71 J:WU
LAST D, L R.—Depet Date Fiylag Time Since

U] eer R
ﬁ ‘Eﬁﬁk LAST OVERNAUL—Bepet Hours Bince

R Brace Assembly, Nose Wheel 3lde
“ R [Time ta ves Questity snfland | Quantity Kaews Defestive

T | 409:35 2 ea A/C | one (1)
H by “x" Photographed I-lﬂ I-tm_

Boriiee B |[ X | |[ ], e |t

GIVE COMPLETE DETAILS, PROBABLE CAUSES AND RTCOMMENDATIONS BELOW: EXPED"'E

(Wsa Ouly Asslicable Spases Absve—Aveld Bunsessary Repetition)

l. Pallure of subject Brace Assembly, Nose Wheel Slde, part number
4123687, oceurred in the form of "buckling" or bending of the
tubing portion of this Brace Assembly, and resulted in fallure
of the Nose Wheel Gear. A "break" slso occurred as a result of
the bending actlion at & point spproximately one and one~half
(1%) inches from the clevis bolt whieh Jolns subject part to
the Beam Assembly, Yose Wheel Cross, part number 51239426,

Fallure of the Brace Assembly occurred whlle the airplane was
belng taxled to Lhe run-way preparatory to take-off, %o cracks
or distortions were noted In the Nose Wheel Gear during the
visual lnspection given the alrplane lumedliately prior to fail-
ure. Damage to the alrplane will necessitate replacement of

both englnes and botn propellers, as well as a complete Nose
Wheel Gear.

+ Recommendations; That heavier tubing walls be incorporated in
sub ject Brace Assembly, Nose Wheel Side.

SFE
o =

Disposition: Subject Brace Assembly remained on the alrord5-7-1
which was turned over to the 885th Alr Engineering Squadron. - ¢

A

CHARLES H. STEWART, w
Capt., Alr cCorps,
Engineering officer.

NOTE: Nomenclature and part numbers taken from 7.0, 01l=-40AJ-4,
page 205,

ROUTING ™% T v comnig. #a1rsam o, raiess. owo.
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APC 140, U.S, Army,
17 June 194F,

On Friday, 17 June 194%, I was flying airereft A26BR.20, AAF Serial
Mumber )1-3924). At approximately 1800 houre while on the head of the run-
way waiting to take-off, I had just completed full power check and had
throttled back to begin the roll forward to the white line where I intended
to stop to allow the lead alreraft to teke-cff,

Immediately after beginning to roll the nose gear collapsed forwerd,
The nose wheel was lined up straight ahead when it began to roll,

Both propellers were chewed off at all six tips and the eircraft came

to a slow even stop. The engines were giving 24,00 RFM approximately at the
time of the accident,

GEORGE W, CLULOW,
2nd 1t,, AMr Corpe,
0-71108

CERTIFIED * A TRUE COFY *

Captain, Air Corps,
Operations Officer,

321
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AFO 140, U,S, Army,
7 June 1945,

On the 17th June 1945, I was a crew member of A-26B-20, serial number
41-392LY4 when the nose gear collapsed at the end of the runway., The pilot,
Lt, Clulow had just completed the power check and was throttling back to
move up to the white line for take-off,

The aircraft was rolling straight ahead and nosewheel was straight at
the time of accident,

ALTON B, COBB,
Sergeant, Air Corpe,
34548035,

Captain, Air Corps,
Operations Officer

| o
/- 321
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1 investigated the aceident which occurred on A-268=20 aircraft AAF [41-39244,
and found that the brace asgsembly, nose wheel left side had broken in two in the
\ middle. This failure occurred while the pilot was running up his engines for a
full power check before take off. The failure can only be contributed to material
failure of the brace assembly, nose wheel side as a rigid daily inspection prior
to the expected flight revealed no discrepancies. To the best of my lknowledge,

the aireraft nad never had a hard landing.
Y lleane

WILLIAK H, NOFFETY,
2nd Lt., Alr Corps,
Gp Engineering Officer.

“STRICTEW
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STATEMENT

— — — — — — — — —

17 June 1945

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERNg

There were no defects noted on the pre-flight inspection
of A-26B-20 Alrplane, A.A.F. Serlal Number 41-39244, on the
morning of 15 June 1945.

A dally inspection was performed following the pre-flight
inspection, and the landing gear was given a thorough visual
check. Again, no defects were noted. (On the afternoon of 15
June 1945, subject airplane was flown, and the pllot reported
the alrplene as bsing "OK".

CHARLES H. STEWART,
capt., Alr Corps,
Engineering Officer.
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17 June 1945

TO WHOM IT MAY CCNCERN:

¢n the morning of 15 June 1¢45, I performed both the pre-
flight and delly inspections on A~26B-20 Airplane, A.A.F. Serial
Number 41-39244. Thls pre-~flight inspectlion included = complete
and thorough visual check of the landing gear. All braces were
visually checked for cracks or distortions. lNothing out of the
ordinary was noted.

After completion of a flight prior to the lNcse Gear fallure,
the pilot reported no defects on the aircraft, with the exception
of the lelt engine carburetor alr temperature, which was reported
as beling non-operative., After servicing, the airplene landing
gear was glven another vlisual check, and everything was found
satisfactory.

An Acceptance Inspection was completed on the airplane 10
June 194f£, and the sirplane was test flown on 14 June 1945,
The Test Pilot reported that the nose gear Selsyn Indicator was
inoperative. A Hetraction Test was performed on the nose gear,
and It was found that the Selsyn Indicator was out of adjustment.
The Selsyn Indicator was adjusted, and the airplane was consld~
ered in the best possible mechanicel condition. The airplane
was not flown agalin until 15 June 1945.

Upon ccmpletion of the visual check of the landing gear
after its first flight on 15 June 1945, the alrplane was again
considered in the best possible mechanical condition, and safe
for flight.

-~

] /ﬁ(Jé;"¢’/¢ﬁxi£;¢ﬁéia¢ﬁh,,
RICHARD W. KUHLMANN,

Cerporal, Alr Corps,
Ass't, Crew Chlef.
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15 June 1945
STATENENT

At 1813 I obssrved aircraft in psculiar position at head of runway 31,
Airfield Oontroller called in about the seme time, informing me that the nose
wheel of A/C 244~I, (Pilot Clulew), had collapsed. Upon closer inspectiom, I
discovered both propellers demeged, and upper tarmac peeled off rumway,

HARRY B, MeCIELLAN,
lst Lt., Air Oorps,
Flying Control Officer,

& IRE COFX

7

RICHARD' V, WHEBLER,

IESTRICTEL
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HEADQUARTERS
416TH BCUBARDMENT GROUP (L)
Office of the Commending Officer

I

i

AFO 10, U3, Ammy, i

20 June 1945« i

F SUBJECTs Trensmittel of AAF Form 1, 5

T0 t Commending Gerneral, 9th Air Division, AFO 140, U,.3, Army,

Trensmitted herewith is AAF Form 14 in guadruplicate (with inclosures) covering 1
aireraft sccident of Lt, Clulow on 15 June 19545 in A-26B=20, ACSN #41-39244.

For the Commending Officert ~ = - = N

7 Capt., Air Corps,
/ ”',"“\\. Assistant Adjutents

r 1 Incl « AAF Form 14 in quadruplicate (vith inclosures),

t. 360,33 lst Ind, E-Q-3
HEADQUARTERS 9TH AIR DIVISION, APO 140, U. S. ARMY, 2 July 1945.

“ F T0: Commanding General, Ninth Air Force, APO 696, U, S. Army.

1, Submitted in compliance with Memorandum 55-1, Headquarters Ninth Air Force,
!' dated 5 March 1945. \

2, Delay in submission due to coordination and further investigation within

this headqudrters.
For the Commanding Gemers1l: ) -
>4 ,
11 Inclss ' 'r%’fgvr "/'/f"' g
| Inel 1 = AAF Form 14 (in trip) m““ s
| Incl 2 = Statement of Pilet (in trip) 3
{ Incl 3 - Statement of Sgt A.B. Cobb (in trip) &srluohuuﬂ
Incl 4 = Statement of Group wauriu Officer (in trip) ) ‘@ !
Incl 5 - Statement of Capt. C.H. Stewart (in trip) A
Incl 6 = Statement of Asst, Crew Chief (in trip) ‘,‘ ot w’
mv-mr-uiump; - ‘s_, T |
Incl 8 = AAF Form 1A (in tri 20 % v = ' ‘
M‘)-M’l‘u‘l(htﬂp g %
Incl 10= Statement of Control Officer (im trip) e /\ &
M u-m (1. M’ ; ,.“' ‘:()1
2443 ,

RESTRICTED
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360 433 Z2nd Ind.
HEADQUARTERS, NINTH AIR FORCE, AFPC €96, U S Army, 12 July 1945,

Tos Commanding Gemeral, AAF, Wimstom=Salem 1, North Carolina. (Attm: Chier,
flying Safety.)

Report and®reccrmendation of Aircraft Accident Comittes approved, : I‘

For the Comméndiag Uemerals

' ¢ g Major, L.G.De,
1 Incl; AAF Form No. 14 w/10 incls. Asst Adj General,

A 17737

v
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