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DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT

2
{Brief narrative of accident, Include statement of responsibility and recommendations for action to prevent repetition)

° -
®
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Upon his return from e practics medium uuw%a-bm mission, 16 June 1945,
Lt, Housley found that he wél unabls to lower his left main geer for lending, He
pulled out of the landing pattern and proceeded to follow instructions as issued to
him from an operstions officer in the towsr, All evailable normsl end amsrgency
procedures were tried seversl times, but all attempts failed to lower the left
main gear, Another aircraft was dispatched to escort Lt, Houslesy to A=89, where
he was cieared tondoccmhhndmg. The landing was made ruhno:lnjuryto
the crew,

NARRATIVE:

9 - 7 " v 9
DAEDINE CAUSE: #8lly landing,

« UNDERLYING CAUSEt. Failure of left main gear to extend due to ovlrtrml of main
landing gear lateh assembly, o

RESPONSIBILITY: Materiel 100%,
RECQMENDATIONS:  See Form 54 (Inclosure #6),

INCLOSURESe 10
¢t #1 = Statement of Pilot,
Inc.‘l.. #2 « Stetement of Cunner,
Incl, #3 « Statezent of Crew Chief,
Incl, #4 = Staterent o Squadron Engineering Officer,
-  Inel, #5 » Statemwent of Flying Control Officer A=59,
Incl, #6 = AAF Form Slhe
Incl, #7 = Statement of Flying Control Officer 89, -
Incle #8 = AAF Fomm 1l
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On Saturday, 16 Juf® 1945, I was,flying aireraft A-2€B-17, AAT Serial Mum-
ber 43-22383, in a scheduled formation f1ight. After returning to the base
and extending the landing geaf, the left main gesr would not extend. After try-
ing all the emergency procedures with no success, I then flew to &AF Stagion
A-£9 and erash landed, as directed, The landing wee made with no inj to
myself or Serpgeant_ Block, my gunner, Crash landing was made with a normal®

landing procedure, * - -
‘*.
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- After flying in echeduled formation flight as gunner 2nd upon making route
ine landing pattern the left m2in legding gear £ailed ts efmend, ® The pilot
tried all emergency procedurse but the gear faile? to respond, o e‘cleﬂ the
airfield, A.59, epproximately SC minutes conctantly trying to exten? gear
Before beins sscorte? to AAF Station $-7C for erasgh-landing. craah-landiw wms @
mede uging etandard approach, No erew member wee injured, :
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17 June 1945
-
TO WSO IT MAY CONCERN: ' s

¢n the morning of 16 June 1945 I performed both the pre-
flight and dally inspections on A-26B-15 Alrplane,®A.A.F. Serial
Number 43-22385. As part of this inspectlon the landing gear
was checked for proper clearance and over-lap, snd wes found
to be correct. The entire landing geer was visually inspected,
and no defects were noted. ® -

® Three (3) gays pgrlor to thi:pa fifty (50) hour inspection
was completed on thij airplane at wnich time the landing gear @
clearance wes adjusted, anc on the four (4) following flights
was found to be working "OK". -

-

Upon complation of the pre-fligh® inspectlon on 16 June
1945, the aiylune was, to my bellef, {p the best mechanical
condition and safe for eny flight.g
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TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 5
On the morning of 1€ June 19:5, A-26E=15 Alrpleane,
A.A.F. Serial Number 43-22383, was pre-flighted, and no P
defects were noted. b S s &

A daily inspection was performed dmmediately after
the pre-flight, and at this lg:pection the landing gear
was given a thorough visuel ifispection and all clearances
were checked. No defects were noted. On tige five (5)
previous flights the pllots repom$ed the Alrcraft as WK".

Upon completion of the preeflight and deily inspec- ®
tions, th® Aircraff was conslidered fit for any flight. .
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§UBJECTs Crash landing of A-26 No. %85 wye A
® ® o4
o IC : All concerncd L] . b
L
@
l. I was on duty in the controltower at USAAF Sta@on 459 tho@vening @
of Jung 16. At approximately 1835 the pilot of A-26 No. 3£3 "y* r@corted by P

radic thet he was unable Lo lower his lel't mein lending gear. I inguired whether
he haed teken ell aporopriete smergency procedurs. The pilot replied ingthe
af“irmativee At thie point I sprrised Capte R.7."Yhazler, an Gpe:‘atio.a & er,
of the situation who rage the pilot furthar ingtructions in sn effort to lower
the geare All effortis being unaveiling, i¥ was agre=d to send the eircrafi to
USA'T stetion A-09 @0 crash land end the pilot was given a course to si@er to
thie field. Ancther asircraft weae diespetched to escort hime
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WAR DEPARTMENT w .
AAF Form No 54 o
s e WAR DEPARTMENT 2 &
TO BE FILLED IN BY STATON | ® MNEY M- TS ol LEAVE BLANK |
STATION SERIAL No DATE sSUSMITTED UNSATISFACTORY REPORT AS.C. SERIAL Ne | REFER TO ‘ cLass |
L itgr:l Z! 4 Mgs (See AAF Reg. 15 1 for Inlur‘u‘ on Proper Use of this I.mn e ,7 L . ! i
STATION ORAGANISATION
; A5G APO 140 - ] _HQ. 1 6TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (L)
| sumIECT Property Class - Name Mwm AAF Order or Shipping No
nerorr OleD Latch Assembly Main Lending Gear Unknown
AIRCRAFT—Model & AAF Serial No. ENGINE _Model & AAF Serial No ' UMIT OR ACCESSORY—Type, Model and Serial No
&26&5 h}-22383 R=2800=T1 i
AIRCRAFT LAST D. I R, —Depot Date # Flying Time Since Total Fiying Time
REPORTS &
ONLY
ENGINE LASY OVERHAUL—Dapor Hours Since Depots and Fours at sach Previous Overhaul
REPORTS
ONLY -
P Name ™ “Part Drawing. Serial and Specification No.
A | lateh Assembly Main Landing Gear 4129564
R “Time in Use Quantity on Hand Quantity Knewn Delective| Ne. of Pravious Fallures | Manulacturer Tnipector s No or [dentfication
T | 7 months 156 156 « 36 Douglas Unknown
Indicate by’ x Photographed Held Sent unaer Sent in Re and Disposed of To Overhaul
* m. ::uuwn Cover Packet x ':.rvi:- c w ('WIAIJ)
GIVE COMPLETE DETAILS. PROBABLE CAUSES AND RECOMMENDATIONS BELOW EXPEDITE

Use only applicable spaces above —~Avoid unnecessary repetition)

U

1, During the past few months, extrems difficulty has been ®xperienced in meine

taining correct adjustment of the Latch Assembly, Main Landjng Gear, Part
#4129564, It has been necessaery to check the adjustweng of the latch assembly
before each flight of the girerseft becauss in several cases the gdjustwent has
changed three times in as many flights. This chang® of adjustment is extremde
ly dangerous because there is no manual meens provided for unlocking the latch
asserbly should the overtrave]l exesed the movemsnt of the Lug Assembly-Main
landing gear latch releass, In most casges of tiais melfunctiom, toae gear will
fail to retract, but in two cases experienced by this Group, the gear has
failed to extend, The cheange in sdjustment of the Latch Assembly is be lieved
csused by stretching of the Rod AssemblyeShort clevis end Part #278130=1=710,
As no means are provided on this installation to prevent the landing gear
from retracting before the lateh is lifted, a heavy losd is placed on the

Rod Assembly in order to relesse the latch. The Rod Assembly also carries

a2 larg® load during hard landings and while taxiing over rcugh terrain,

24 ‘/b comn® ndationss T

ae It is recamendsd that a bungee be installed on the main landing geer
similar to the installation on A=20 series airersft, which will prevent
retraction of the landing gear befofe the locks are 1ifted,

b That the unlocking mechanism b made heavier to prevent stretehing of? S5
Fod Assenmbly.

¢e That a manusl means for lifting th® locks be installed which is similar

to the method used on A-20 series aireraft, :
btltri’s
P -

2nd Lt,, Alr Corps,
- -\TRQU e

Engineering Officer,

T NER A B vl

R ROU" SEND ORIGINAL AND TWO COPIES DIRECT 1O COMMANDING GENERAL U
R MO AR SERVICE COMMAND, PATTERSON FIELD, FAIRFIELD OMIO R
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ANF StatioghA=09 P,
p 16 June 19,®
® o &
STATEMENT: @ ®e

®

On 16th June,19,5> at 2015 hours, an A-26B sircraft, ngub' 322583, pllot.
Lt. Housley, C. H., 0=-205019F, made a successful wheels-up landing at AAF
Station A-59 airfield, Le Culot, “elgium. Pilot was from ﬁl&m Borger Group (L), @
&69th Bquadron. @ ®

Ninth Air Division directed the airSPaft to this sirfield from it's home
station at A-53 after pilot had made unsuccessful &tuptn to get left main
landing gear d0wn. The aircraft arrived overhead with wheels retrac
elected to make & wheels-up landing on the rumway. mde & normal approach
to runway O5 and touched down at the intersection the two rummays. The
aircraft sikidded straight down thw rumway approximately 1000' doi.n; very
little damage to the aircraft.

There was no fire or crew injuries. Wind was npproxmuly }50 degrees
at twelve (12) miles per hour. Landing was down-sun, visibility was very

good. s 7 ® 7
e @ I
’ 5% B m.
b @ ° CIpt-, Air COrpl.
@ ) Flying Control Officer. ®
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KA B a ArPLARE FLIGHT REPORT -“namernio - v
ST msr!‘non STATUS . smnclm AT STATION OF TAKE-OFF A
— — F3 {CHECK IMMEDIATELY BEFORE TAKE-OFF)
INSPECTED YODAY ——— -
BY STATION g _(:':.‘l:;li é. (GUoA':"! gg
t _L-S& g o - NO. 1 NO. 2 NO. 3 NO. 4 35
curt A-59 O T ean |ranus| tckn |vasns| scap |vawxs| icen |vanxs
» rer 20312 20 1zg_q
Ld 2wo
oo vours 3581 — -~
AT v
: - =TH i
INSPECTION OF AUXILIARY EQUIPMENT :v::'- ":‘“‘mm- n 03-1-58 I
EQUIPMENT SYMBOL |INSPECTED BY ETATION N 2. t C/'
BOMBARDMENT N Nelms A-59 Y 4 ne o
GUNNERY N_| Nelms A=59 s B vttt e
cHemidRL | | . &
COMMUNICATIONS, Cheney!  A-59 | EXCEPTIONAL RELEASE
= WHEN THE STATUS TOQ‘V 18 CNPICAm BY A RED SYMBOL,
PROTOSRAPNIS :cnkll‘:l ;:’O?NIED HAINTINANCI O::i::.:o:ﬂzgum oF ;’:
NAVIGATION l ' AIRCRAFT WILL SICGN THIS RELEASE BREFORE FLIGHT
ci m}.&,&qﬂ{ {_C.H, Housley
FLIGHT - 2 4
 REMARKS: PILOTS AND MECHANICS . srr (NSTRUCTIONS INSIDE :om coven. ‘mc"::::‘“':em‘:z':‘:.'::m“:ﬂb
_THIS AIQPLANE: reoref712001371200 @ |
#1 Left Main Gear would not extend, (Crash | iv= | 5:30| 5:30 |
_landed at A-80. — ] vora 376230( 376230 :
C.H, Housley, 2nd Lt., A.C. - “ﬁm agan'g 4
8l s —gd " |
HOURS !
- TO DATE STL 4 00 j
051 * el 5330
- A76:30

A _CERTIFIED TRUE COPY: ATt J

CHARLES H, STEWART,
c.pE'l nr col’p"

2 el
A e
. AIRCRAFT ORG. DATA AMRCRAFT DATA ENGINE DATA

AlR FORCE COMPONENT . FMGINE MODEL
s - 9
| 16-6-45 ¢ |oth a.F. R-2800-71 <.

9th A.D. FP-020688 FP-020733

AL WO SERIAL &O

‘ é) ‘3_;;;;; TOTAL FLIGHT TIME mue 5:30
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& 4 HEADQUARTERS ¢
e o L16TH BOMBARDMENT GROUF (L)
® @tfice of the Commnding Officer

rs AFC m‘ U' 3. w.

& ) = - 22 :w 1"5.
SUBJECT: Transmittel of AAF Form 14, % »® ¢ : -4

A ¥
0 ¢t Commnding Gemsral, 9th Air Diwsion (M), APO 140, U. S, Army,

Tracamitted herewith is the AAF Form 14 on sccident of Lt, Claude H,
Housley in A-26B-15, ACSN 43-22383, F6 June 1945,
s

For tb Commanding Officers

@ @ .
B Captain, Air Corps,
% Assistant Adjuten te
- R o : ®
h‘l. & " "5 '}' L i -
AAF Form 1 and inclosures (ix g Picate)
5 4‘// (]
30,33 * st Isat Bq-3
. HEADQUARTERS 9TE AIR DIVISION, APO 140, U. S, ARMY, FJuly 1945.
TO: Commanding Genersl, Ninth Air Ferce, APO 696, U. S. Army. o® &
1. Submitted in compliance with Memorandum 55-1, Headquarters Ninth Air Forge,
dated 5 March 1945, \
2, Delay in submission dus to coordinstion and further investigstion within
this headquarters, z 30, 19
' e
mmc—.nma-mg' “)‘.‘ e
@ _‘“‘(’ "’ < »'-'f ;’,‘
R 1\ $ R 4/(&)(;'/.//9&; Zer
11 Inclss 398" . CARLOS C. WARREN
Incl 1 -MPPorm 24 (intrip) © 825 0 s N
Incl 2 - Statement of Pifbt (in trip)=¥r=r AsS'T Aoj. CEneRAL
Incl 3 - Statememt of Gumner (in =2
e Incl 4 - Statement of Crew Chief (in tgp) .
Incl 5 = Statement of Engineering Officer (im trip) . 45
MG-wd(nﬂt:?-mﬁl.ﬁm(htﬂw ¢ 5
Incl 7 = AAF Form 54 (in trip o
Incl 8 - Statement of D,C, Andersoa(in trip) 204D .
Incl 9 = AAF Form 1 (In trip) 5
Incl 10~ AAF Form 1 (hw). : . - -
Incl 1= Photos (in trip) L
. .~
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HEADQUARTERS, NINTH AIR FURCE, APO 596, U S Army, 12 July 1945,

Tos Canmuding Gem_nl.. w. Winston-Sal&k 1, Korth Carclina. (Attms Chief,

.'!logort g::l momudltiun of Airoraft Accidemt Comittee epproved,

| Pt
For the Commanding Gemerals '

1 Incls AGF Form loe 14 w/10 imcls.®

b ‘rrf}‘,l

n:v"hr"‘ £EWY 67

B,
*Jur A.G.D..
Asst J Gemeral,
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