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Date
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DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT

{ Brief narrative of accident. Include statement of responsibility and for action to prevent repetition)

NARRATTVEy

Or. the morning of 12 July 1945, Major Nielsen was dispetched to the Souein Bombing
and Strafing Rarre for e nractics strafing mission, Af*er recsiving clesrance from the
ranc® party snd comyleting one dry run, he opened fire on hie secord run, The run wss
mede at arproximatelv 50 fest ahove the terrain, When the airaraft was approximetely
200 vards from the target, = 100 pound general purpcee bomb lving near the tapget mes
hit ard Astonated bty one of the rounds of.,50 calibre ammunition, A large piees of the
bomh nmas hit the laading edge of the right win- one foot outaide of the rropeller ere,
T™he main wingz arar wes severed ecompletaly, meking = wing chanpe rénscanry,

ILEDIATE CAUSE:
Rirht wing hit and dsmeped by bomb amsing,
UNDERLYING CAUSE

A ronnd of .50 cplibre smmunition hit and datonated a 100 round genersl purrose
bomb lyine on the rence,

RESPONSIEILITYp y
Poor orsanization of renge preesdure thet parmits strafing end bembirg to bhe encoms
plished conaurrently on the seme tarmts,

RROOMMENDAT TONS;

1, Bomhins and strafinc renges be antirely alaermd of ell horha af the aomrlestion
of eech Aav's mativitise, The followins moming be Asvoted only %o atrafing
and the afternoon deavoted solely to bomhing,

2, One set of targets be mssirmed for stpafins while syother eat of tarcets on &
A4fferent part of the.rsnge be sasimed for hombing,

INCLOSURES: 7 : [
Incl #1 « SBtatamsnt of FPilot,
Inel #2 =« Statemnt of Ounner,
Inol #2 « Statament of Encinesrins Officer (8q4n),
Inel #l - Statanant of Crew Chief,
Inc) #5 « AAF Form 17's,
Tnnl #4 « AAF Form 1a's,

I - Photogranhs,
BRI G)W
DORE Re AYLZ SN Hy
Colone 1, Air Corpsa,
Commanding,
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STATEMENT

12 July 1945

I took off from A-59 on the morning of 12 July 1945
at 0830 to go on a strafing mission at Souain range in
A-26B, 43-22313.

I proceeded to the range, obtained clearance to -
strafe, made one dry run and on the second run opened
fire. At an altitude of approximately 50 feet and ap-
proximately 200 yards from the target the bullets set
off a bomb lying by the target. I stopped firing,
turned and pulled up sharply in an attempt to avoid the
blast and fragments, but a piece of the bomb case about
2 feet long and 1 foot wide hit the right wing of the
airplane.

I flew back and landed at A-59 without further in-
cident. I examined the airplane and found that the plece
of bomb casing had hit the right wing about 1 foot out-
side the propeller arc and had completely severed the
main wing spar, making a wing change necessary on the air-
plane.

72 & el
LELAND G, “NIELSENY
Major, Air Corps,
Operations Officer.
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STATEMENT

13 July 1945.

I took off from A-59 on the morning of 12 July 1945
at 0830 to go on a strafing mission at Souain range with
Major Nielsen as pilot in A-26B, 43-22313. I sat along-
side Major Nielsen.

We went to the range, received clearance, and made a
dry run. On the second run Major Nielsen opened fire.
At an altitude of acout 50 feet and approximately 200 yards
from the target the bullets apparently set off a bomb lying
by the target. Major Nielsen stopped firing and pulled up
sharply to avoid being hit, but a piece of the bomb case about
two feet long and one foot wide hit the right wing of the
airplane.

The plane seemed to fly all right and we flew back to
A-59 and landed without further incident.

(Zs Jitrar

PETER HETMAN,
Sgt., 32607959.
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STAZLENENT

12 May 1945.

I certify that Airplane A-26B-15 43-223%13% had a thorough
preflight and daily inspection performed on this date and was
in excellent conditioh prior to take-off.

“'.4_/%./!“&’ »
ALVIN H. THELLE JR.,
Capt., Air Corps,
Engineering Officer.
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12 July 1945.

I certify that Airplane A-26B-15, 43-22313 had a thorough
pre-flight and daily inspection performed on this date and was
in excellent condition prior to take-off.

Aéﬂﬁyigamﬁiu;L444lgjk.

HENRY W. BIAESCH Jr.
Sgt., A.C., 13027445
Crew Chief
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HEAUQUAKTEXS
416TH BOMBARIMENT GP (L)
Jffice of the Commanding JUfficer

AP0 140, U § Army
17 July 1945.
SUBJECT: Trauasmittal of AAF Form 14.
TO t Commanding General, Sth #ir “ivision, APO 140, U § Army.

Transmitted herew!th is the AA¥ Form 14 on aircraft sccident of
Major L C, Nielsen in aircraft number 43-22313, 12 July 1945,

For the “ommanding Ufficer:
/8f Georpe Schenkein

Major, AC,
Adjutant,

Inel: (quad)

AAF Form 14 and incl:

360,33 1st lndo

HEADQUARTERS, STH AIR DIVISION, APO 140, U S ARMY, 31 JULY 1945,

T0: Commending General, Ninth &ir force, APD €96, U 8 Army.

1. “ubmitted in compliance with Memo 55-1, Hq, Ninth &ir Force,
dtd § March 1946,

2. W¥elay in submission due to coordination and further investigatior
within this Hg.

For the Commanding General:

/s/ 8 L Farmenter
Capt,, AC,
Ad jutant Ceneral
8 Incls: (trip)

Inel 1 - AAF Form 14

Inel 2 - Statement of Filot

Incl 3 - Ststement of Gunner

incl 4 - Statement of Engr VYfficer ’
incl 5 - Statment of Crew Chief

inel ¢ - AAF Form 1

Incl 7 - AAF Form 1A

Inel 8 - Photos
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HEADQUARTZRS
11ATH EGMFARDIRAT GROUT (L)
0ffina ~Ff the Commen? v~ CfPinar

APC 10, U, 8, Army,
17 Tl 10k§,

SUEJECTy Treromittal of A Parm 1,

F 70 t Cormendiny Ganerel, 9th Atr Diviaicon, A¥C 140, U, 3, Amv,

Tﬂﬂ“s*'iftﬁﬂ herewith 1s the AAF Form 1) on airereft mscidant of
Ma 47 L + Nialagen 4n sireraft nunher /% ?’5"!1"’. 172 Jt:'!:' '}_n!‘..t.

For the Commendine Officear
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Inal:
AME Form 1) an? irelosures (in muedmicliecnts)

360,33 1st Ind. E-Q=3
HEADQUARTERS 9TH AIR DIVISION, APO 140, U. S. ARMY, 31 July 1945.
FTO: Commanding General, Ninth Air Force, APO 696, U, S. Army.

le Submitted in compliance with Memorandum 55-1, Headquerters Ninth Air "'om,
dated 5 March 1945.

2+ Delay in submission due to coordination and further investigation within
this headquarters. i

For .the Commending Generals [

F‘g \ A

& Incls: B4 R 2 sl >

Incl 1 = AAF Form 14 (in tri
Incl 2 - Statement of Pilot %in trip) (!
Incl 3 = Statement of Gumner (in trip) &
Incl 4 - Statement of Engineering Officer (
Incl 5 = Statement of Crew Chief (in trip)
Incl 6 = AAF Form 1 (in trip)

Incl 7 = AAF Form 1A (in trip

Incl 8 - Photographs (in trip

8, L PAR)IF\TER
<3 Captain, A:v Corps,
trip) Adjutant Guoacial
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360433 2nd Ind,.
HEADQUARTERS, NINTH AIR FOMCE, APQ 696, U £ Army, 20 Augzust 19L5.

Tos Commanding General, AAF, Win:ten-Salem 1, Forth Carolina, (attn® Chief,
Flying Safety.)

Rerort and recommendation of Aircraft Accident Comittee approved.
'f FOR THE COMMANDTING GENERAL:

4(
A_az—
%, LEWIS

- MJOI'. A G.D.,
1 Incl: AAF Form ¥No. 1 w/7 Incls. Asst Adj General,

A4 317
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