D-DAY AND THE 416TH BOMB GROUP
By Ed Renth
Our reunion this year, on the 50th anniversary of D-Day, and

the plethora of books, magazine articles, TV commemorative programs

and other references to that momentous occasion, inspired me to
read and learn as much about this tremendous event as I could.
Many details of that D-Day mission to Argentan, France are frozen
in my memory, but I have wondered whether £he results of our attack
may have had a decisive effect on the outcome of tﬁis day's mighty
battle. I will relate the essence of our participation in this
operation and you can decide for yourself. Some of the players in
our part of the drama were:

The "JABOS" - R.A.F. Typhoons and 9th A.F. P—-47 Thunderbolts.

The Panzer Lehr Division (Wehrmacht)

The 12th Panzer Division, S.S. (Hitlerjugepd)

The 416th Bombardment Group (L)

When Field Marshal Gerd Qon Rundstedt realized that the
invasion had started he ordéred two elite divisions, the 12th
Panzer, S.S. and Panzer Lehr to the coast to drive the Allies into
the . sea. This action was taken without Hitler's permission.
;ﬁundstedt held Hitler' in contempt and describedbhim ;soﬂthat
}c'c'ﬁrpor.gl!" In"aﬁy case, these two divi‘s’ioﬁs st'artéd“' up the

Alencon —Argenfén-Falaise rqad at dawh on;s Jﬁne 1944. Almost from

that moment, the Nazi units were under‘éonstant attack from thehai: '
vby'the "jabos.” These attacks were so devastating that the enemy

armored vehicles were forced to seek .cover in wooded areas and

could not bring their anti-aircraft gums te bear without revealing
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