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U. S. ARMY AIR FORCES W
REPORT OF AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT [
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(1) Place .2 ki, NE of AAF, Iake Charles, L&a. . (2) Date. 18 Ootober 1943 . (3) Time. 21.25 CHT
Aincrart: (4) Type and model . A=200 L 1) &‘P No-41=19094 &T6) S;Auon“!c Lﬂh thrlll, 8.

Organization; ﬂ)m.m .Q.m. .Bﬂbl . \h?nthﬂmh e
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NAME
Dury (Last name first) Hatmeof Arzur No.

(10} (11)
() P| Duthu, Robert J. .
f-f'/'.B.IL .Jones, Hermgn .. Jr.
e -Lee, Robert E. Jr. .. .

Am Forcxon | Hesoir o Vax o ’
CoMMasn FersoN¥El | Paracwory

(a7 — (18) {19
_AF mo:-y Hone -
AP m‘i‘m
.....m.n

| _None.

' Bn‘tr‘ "' (—'- 2w AAP,Lzke Ghardes,Le,

" : : “ & /H!P;m
Attached for fiying (29) 319 Bir Force .- (mﬂbtl,ﬁ. @) mriﬁtb““'“ ux.uh cbarlus.u.

Sintiof)

Original rating (SSJP%‘“H'H%. (“)4‘"{:..“;.}.3“ Present rating (ﬂs Pilot M Ju 4.3 Instrument rating (37) .9. m ‘3

£PFE

Frst Pivor Hours: "’LJ
{at the time of this accident) ' -3~

(38) This type.. oo oooeeieieeeeneaisineens oL T4885.." (42)* Instrument time last 6 months.. o RN i
() I I O] - oo rom v s et oimt ms s Ss .....&73155 . (43) Instrument timolutmdnys_, B e aves RO 3
(40) Last 90 daya. .. ... ... . ... ..508320 (44) Nighttimelast8months . 12330 __
() Totall i s DR (AR) Night tima Jaat 30 Ay ..l L[ |- R

" AIRCRAFT DAMAGE

DAMAGE (49) LIST OF DAMAGED PARTA
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£ 48) Propelier(s)..| i 5 N DN o ML

(80) Weather at the time of accident . Glear, visibility 2 Mi.,. .'Lishx -gugke, Pressure 173, Temp. 62, .
S W Dew_Point 57,.Kind S8 8 Mph., Altimeter 30.03a...... 4.5 oo la oL

.......... . . Sy AN ]
(ll] “u lh.pl!m.ﬂyin;on instruments at the time of mddent

(52) Cleared from mkadulg g‘iquL (83) To ..... e (84) Kind of clearance . GFR._
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(58) Nature of accident - nmlnm M Anto. mn:d while nt.mmting to land at Air Field,

e e de fmssape e ukstsase ey sy iemnn e st e s e et
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made five ;;m at. J.mu.u. .and. _on. m;twm flew into the. mg g
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(Brief narrative of accident, Include statement of r e 4§ wnsdntions for action to prevent petition)

Lt. Duthu tock off from Barksdale Field, Shreveport, La., after ascertaining that
altimeters and altimeter settings had been checked, and vigibility at L.C.A.4.F., Lake
Charles, La. was reported at that time to be 10 Mi, After an unaventful flight, he and
his two wing men arrived at L.C.a.A.F. 8nd acked for landing instructions at 2100 CWT.

At that time they noticed a patchy smoke haze over the flying field, though runway lights,
boundary markers, etc., were quite visible. On peeling off for landing, the runway lights,
ete., were not visible and Lt. Duthu made approximately five attempts at landing, One
wing man made a landing on the third attempt, and the other made seven more individual
attempls at landing before making a sucoessful landing., On the fourth attempted landing
that Lt. Duthu made, he decided to land the airplane, although "hot" and over-sghooting
slightly, and apply the emergency brakes.. When about to land, he sdw an airplane at

the end of Runway 22 ahead of him, and ‘was told by the tower to go around. He ‘pulled up,
raised landing gear and flaps, and suddenly found himself in a right bank, approaching the
ground rapidly, and at an approximate altitude of fifteen to twenty feet. He immediately
went on instruments and climbed to an approximate altitude of 2500 Ft, where visibility
was good, field end runway lights visible, and orientation good. He states the sliding
windows in his cockpit were closed all the time., The landing runway was changed from

#22 (NE~-SH) to #14 (N#-SE), landing direotion being Southeast. Apter peeling off into
the landing pattern, orientation was lost and he used the light from the fire of Lt.
#hite's ship, which he had seen crash amd catch fire, as a turning point on to the ap-
proach leg for Runway 14. He did not see any lights in the houses, highways, or landing
field, put was sure he was approaching Runway 14. ke made a left turn on to his approach
leg of what he believed to be Runway 14, and from a general look at his instruments,
thought he was flying straight and level, He still could see no lights, and remembers
crossing over a railroad, which he thought waa the one about a wdle South and West of the
Field, though this one was a mile North of the Field. He last remembers being at an al-
titude of 400 Fty, and did not know he had crashed until he revived and got out of the
wreck, i

£ Lt. Dum states m.um the mght.ilﬂiﬂlm, bank and ‘b\ll"l:l miﬂam’ lltli.m’
and air speed instruments mainly in his instrument work, and these were normal for his
approach as he last remembered. He was also attempting to make visual contact at the. same
time, ke had attended A.l.F. Instrument Flying School, Bryan, Texas, obtaining 50 Ers.
under the hood, and 30 Hrs. as instructor. He had a total of approximately 100 Hrs, in-
strument flying time, but only spproximately 2 Hrs. in actual weather, which consisted

of flying straight through some ciouds. -

Lt. Duthu crashed at approximately 2135 CWI, about one-half mile North of the prox-
imal end of Runway 17-35 (N-S), and the crash path showed the direction of the airplane
being approximately 175° at the time the right wing tip and then the right engine hit the
ground. The crash path was approximately 620 Ft. long, the airplane being completely de-
molished, but did not cateh fire. :

Lt. Duthu states he first noticed haze deposits on the glass of his cockpit at y
1000 Ft. altitude. He stated that his wheels and flaps were down, but the landing gear
lever was found in the up position after the crash. It was impossible to gain any inform<
ation from the other instruments or control levers, due to their battered comdition.
(cong_lu.qd.on and Recommendations on Attached Sheet)
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Report of Aircraft Accident Committee on Accident involving lst Lt. Robert J.
Duthu, in Airplane, AF #41-19094, 18 Octoper 1943 (Cont'd)

CONGLUSION:
It is the opinion of the Committee that the crash was the result of the
following:
l. Sudden influx of smoke and fog over the flying field and vicinity
with deposit of mist on cockpit glass further interfering with vision.
2. Lack of traffic control and instruction regarding weather, ete,,
from the Control tower, probably due to inexperienced personnel, both as
regards the Enlisted Men and Officer personnel.

3. Inexperience of pilots in bad weather flying, particularly in
instrument flying.

Mol Gt JOATL s

l. Keeping of experienced bnlisted and Control Officer personnel in
the Control Tower, particularly at night.

2. MNore specific information to pilots regarding doubtful weather
conditions at the flying field, by the Control Tower.

3. More systematic control of eircraft attempting landings by the
Control Tower,

4s Systematic checking of altimeters and altimeter settings by pilots
before landing.

5. Nore instrument instruction under actual weather conditions, and in
the specific type of aircraft the pilot is to fly most,

6. Opening sliding windows in cockpit when attempting landings in
doupbtful weather, both day and night.

/ /

/'.’/ Zi lff_ LA \*( (Il e s Cd
WALTSH Lo PURSLEY ,

WUR, Al“- UWD G.IPT., CCRPD
Member, Acc. Committee heuber, Acc. L‘.onnit.tee
;/ / /
s ' / C-{'
(o, f A. PRICE
s AIR CORFS

P:{ +y Acc. Committee
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STAT« OF LOUISIANA )
P SO
PAKISH OF CALCASIEU )

AFELIDAVII

Before me, the undersigned authority for administering oaths.in
cases of this character, did personally appear this date, 25 October 1943,
one lst Lt. Robert J. Duthm, AC, ASK 0-736160, who being by me first du.].y
sworn according to law, deposes and says: '

I left Barksdale at about 1955 CWT, Monday, 18 October 1943, and
proceeded on my wey to LCAAF, in a three-ship formation. Everything went
well; we stayed on course and arrived over LCAAF. Upon arriving over
LCAAF we circled the field and I called in for landing instructions. I
was told to use Runway 22, left-hand traffic. We circled the Field and
I got the formation in right ecnelon formation coming over the Field and
peeled off in the usual manner for a landing. Upon circling the Field
for a landing I lost sight of the runway the first time, so we contimued
to circle. 1 made two circles with the other two planes following me,
and then it was just every man for himself. The other two planes got in
the best they could, and both landed.

The tower called, "Turn on landing lignts and come in", so I
finally got myself straightened out on the runwey, made the regular traf-
fic pattern and turned on landing lights on final approach, and made an
attempt at landing. In this landing on final approach, coming down through
the smoke and haze, I couldn't see any lights whatsoever on the Field. I
continued coming down at the Field, and at an altitude of about 100 Ft.,
about one-quarter mile pefore the beginning of the runway. I did see the
runway li hts and switched over and lined up with the runway. As I was
about to set 1t down, the tower called to go around and I noticed a ship
off the end of the runway not quite turned off. This landing would have
been just past the first third of the runway, but I could have stopped the
plane if I had set it dowm.

I gave it throttle, raised my wheels and started up, trying to
maintain contact flight on the runway above the field. As I was doing this
1 noticed the plane veering to the right in a sort of shallow turn to the
right. My lights were still on because I hadn't had a chunce to turn them
off. I saw the ground coming up at me, so the only thing I could do was to
go on instruments, straighten cut and climb up on instruments. I climbed
up to an altitude of 2500 Ft. on instruments until I got out of the smoke
and hage, and circled the field several times., While circling the Field
the traffic was changed to Runway 14, and while circling I got back to the
traffic pattern of runway 14, at 2500 Ft., and saw an airplane explode on
the ground just before the begimning of Runway 14.

1 circled the trattic pattern, let down to 1500 Ft. and circled
the traffic pattern again. The haze and smoke was so bad that to make the
traffic pattern I called and told the tower I was coming in,



Statement of Lt. Dutmu, (Cont'd)

I made the usual traffic pattern, using the plane which had
purst into flames as a sort of guide to Runway 14. At an altitude of
about 1200 Ft. on the base leg 1 flew past the plane which had exploded
to a point between the plane that exploded and the tower, wnich lined me
up with Runway 14, when I turned on the final approach. After turning
on final approach I began to let down through the smoke and haze and
could not see any lights of the Field. My landing lights were on as per
instructions from the tower, and I could see the glare from the exploded
plane to my left. At an altitude of approximately 4U0 Ft. I still had
not seen any lights of the Field, and that is all I remember until after
the crash was over. | did not realize I was going to crash.

I rememper turning off the switches in a daze after the plane
had stopped, ard Sgt. Lee was trying to get me out of the cockpit. . ihen
he saw he could not, he said he was going back to the Field for help.
After he had gone I twisted and turned until I fell free from the seat,
and rolled out into the mud, Upon contact with the mud, that was the
first I realized 1 had crashed. 1 got up and was found by the rescue
party later. Upon getting up I looked around and saw this railroad
track, thinking it was the oppoaite side of the Field, pecause I was used
to seeing that track and didn't rememver the other one. It made me think

I had overshot the field instead of undershot.
@"?
DU’THU

1st Lt., Air Corps
ASn 0-736160

" Further Deponent sayeth not.

Sworn and subscribed to before me this 25th day of Gctober 1943, at Army

Air Field, Lake Charles, La.
MO & W g

Iris . Carter
Notary Public

My commission expires with life,




STATE COF LOUISIANA )
s S8
Pardon UF CALCASIEU )

AFELDAYLIT

Before me, tne undersigned authority for administering oaths in
cases of this character, did personally appear this date, 25 October 1943,
one S/Sgt. Robert E. Lee, Jr., AC, ASN 20450748, who beifg by me first
duly sworn according to law, deposes and says:

Wie were coming back from Barkedale, leading a three ship forma-
tion, and the pilot called into the Field for landing instructions. We
circled the Field getting into the traffic pattern, and there were several
siips ahead of us to land, so we maede a couple of more passes at the Field,
and at about the third time around, the pilot started to set it down. When
we got through the fog to a position where we could see the runwey, the
tower called in and told us to pull up the wheels and go around again., 1
didn't know the reason, because we were about one-third way down the runway
and close to the ground. We pulled up and went to an altitude of about
2000 Ft. or more and began circling the Field, then we dropped down to the
traffic pattern for Runwsy 14, because the Field had changed from Runway 22
to hunway 14.

I never did sec Lt. White's plane when it crashed; however, I did
see an oil well on fire North and a little West of the Field. The smoke
from the fire was drifting over and collecting in the fog that was over the
Field, making it just th:t much harder to see through.

Tiue pilot called the tower on the down-wind leg to the Field. The
tower called back and instructed us to land on Runway 14. We turned on the
final approach and just before we turned, the pilot called to the tower and
said, "dheels down and locked; turning on final approach; landing lights on",
Our landing lights had been on all the while. When we were on the final
approach I could not see the ground or tell how high we weze above the run-
way. e seemed to bank off to the left and then over to the right, then
we crashed.

I never did lose consciousness altogether; however, when we first
hit, it knocked me out momentarily. It seemed as though I was knocked out
about four times before we stopped. I was sitting in the seat and had my
safety belt and harness belt fastened. After my head cleared up enough so
I could start getting out, I found I was upside down and my right side was
pinned down. Got rid of my harness and safety pelt and wiggled out.

1 lay on the ground for a while trying to get back a little
strength, then I crawled around to what I thought was the nose of the ship,
but the nose section was gone from the instrument panel forward., The cock-
pit was ripped open, and Lt. Duthu was sitting up in the seat with all the
plane torn from him. I couldn't use my right arm and just could stgnd up.
I tried to get him out and couldn't so I told him to hang on. I was going
to try to find the Fleld.




Statement of S/Sgt. Lee, (Cont'd)

I walked out to where I found a railroad track and walked down
the track in the genersl direction of the Field. #when 1 got to the high-
way I caught a ride to the gate of the Field. and an k.F. walked with me
to the hospitel. The reason I didn't ride on to une hospital is that the
CsD. was at the gate with a crush truck and ambulance and 1 got out of the
car to tell him where the ship had crashed.

Further Leponent sayeth not.
I B
\ W ANy
AOBERT b&. Lik, JR.

S/5gt., Alr Corps
ASh 20450748

sworn and subscribed to before me this 25th day of October, 1943, at

Army Air Field, Lake Charles, Ia.
O 2k Cits—

Iris &. Carter
Notary Public

Ky commission expires with life,



STATE QF LOUISIANA )
$ SS
PARISH OF CALCASIEU )

AEEIRAYII

Before me, thne undersigned authority for administering osths in cases W
of this character, did personally appear this date, <0 October 1943, one
Samuel H. Carpenter, R. #3, Box 488, Lake Charles, La., who being by me
first duly sworn according to law, deposes and says:

On the night of 18 October 1943, I had just eaten and was sitting on
the side of the bed getting ready to lie down. I was facing the clock and
had just noted that the time was 9:15 F.M. Suddenly there was a loud ex-
plosion. I jumped up, looked out the window and saw a large fire. I ran
out, jumped in my car, picked up kr. Leo Castete, who lives next door, and
arrived at the scene of the accident, the wrecked and burning airplane, at
the same time as Mr. Dalton Thibeaux. We separated and began bunting sur-
vivers. Mr. Thibeaux finally hollered that nhe had found one, and all three
of us pulled the man from the wreckage and placed him on the ground about
50 Ft. away. I then got in my car and started toward L.C.A.A.F., lake
Charles, La., to report the fire, and when making a turn in the roed e
little more than one-quarter mile from the scene, noticed that the air was
80 hazy and foggy that I could not see the fire. After another quarter of
a mile, I noticed a car that had stopped on the road, facing me, A soldier
got out with a flashlight, and sterted across a field. I stopped and a
woman driving the car told me that they had just seen an airplane crash a
short distance East of our present location, but that it did not catch fire.
She turned the car around and followed me to the Air Base, where we reported
both accidents.

I then led the ambulance and some other vehicles to the scene of the
first accident, as I had not actually seen nor knew the exact location of

the second aceident,
MW

SAMUEL H. CARPENTER
Lake Charles, La.

Fur ther Deponent sayeth not.

Sworn and subscribed to before me this 20th day of October 1943 at Army

Alr Field, Lake Charles, La. Z ° (é‘ @ > —
Lo v A A LIA,

Iris L. Carter
Notary Public

My commission expires with life.



STATE OF LOUISIANA )
: S8
PARISH OF CALCASIEU )

AEEZIDAYII

Before me, the undersigned authority for administering oaths in cases
of this character, did personally appear this date, 23 October 1943, one
<nd Lt. Richard V. Whecler, AC, ASN 0-20098, who peing by me first duly
sworn according to law, deposes and says:

On the night of 18 October 1943, I was in a formation and came over
the field at about 2500 Pt., and everything looked clear enough at that
altitude. We then gade our entry into the pattern at 1500 Ft. and visibi-
lity was much poorer. The leader of the formation peeled off, and I lost
him on the base leg. He went out of sight., I kept turning on the
leg towards my approach in the direction I thought was towards Runway 22.
I lost sight of the field and couldn't even see the red lights or the
beacon on the water tower, and couldn't see any lights-on the ground, so
didn't know how high I was from the ground., I was watching my air speed’
and altitude mainly. Whén the runway first came into view I had my wheels
and flaps down and was between 200 and 300 Ft. high instead of the 800 Ft.
I thought I was maintaining in the pattern. Instead of being lined up to
the runway 1 was at 90° to the runway. I picked up my wheels, gave it the
throttle and Glimbed to 2000 Ft. for another try. The next try was more
successful, however, I still lost sight of the field on the base leg. I
was able to go in and make a landing on this try., The reason I lost my
direction on the first attempt is that I spent more of my time looking
out for other airplanes that I didn't watch my flight instruments or com-
pass. At the time, 2130 CHT, there were at least a dozen airplanes at as
many altitudes and going in as many directions at the same time. At least

it seemed so to me. .

2nd Lt., Air Corps
ASK 0-26098

Further Deponent sayeth not,

Sworn and subscribed to pefore me this 23rd day of October, 1943 at Army

o

Iris n..'Cart.er
iotary Public

My commission expires with life,




Whon /i - 5G60)
MAKE CARRIES A

RESTRICTED.
(G-2286- 575 P) CRASH (420G 41-19094

( 59 4 -9

'MM‘“J /e NW LCARF,
LAXE CANRLES, LA




b BAKE CAR RIES A

PES‘TRICTED
lc -2286 - P RASH WA20C 41-19094

*ﬂﬂ‘

ToorXo¥'rp) i hw 2tennf,
CAARLES, LA




RESTRICTED

(G-2286-575P) CRASH (A-20C 41-19094

! SQEW) 1019 YoorXo¥'rp) im hw 2ennr,




'.wcrf p-
! Y- 907G #4050 670)
AINE; BAKE CHR RIES A

RESTRICTED
(G-2286-575P) CRASH (A20C 41-19094

( ~5Q 6”’(10-/‘?

VAo rp) i AW 2ennF,
ALAXT CAARLES, LA




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
WEATHER BUREAU

lake Cnarles
. October 19,

ILjrs 3idney A. Price,
Operations vfficer

Lake Charles Army Air Fase
Lake Charles, La.
Dear Sir:

The weather observations ns taken by this office
1930 to 2230 CuT Cct. 18, 1943, was as follows:

TYPE TIME CEL. SKY , VBBY WBA. TEP. WIND ALT.

Cleszr U 57/60 BSSe o300

B 1930 U 7/

Ck 2000 U Clear U 57/50 83 3001
i 2030 U Clear . U 63/59 Se 10 3001
80k 2101 U Clear z K- 63/59 SE 7 3002
3Kk 2130 U Clear i K- 61/58 SE 8 3002
Ck 2200 U Cle=r 1 K- 61/58 Eo& 7 3002
R 2230 U Clear il K- 59458 BSE 4 3002
k™ 2303 U  Olear 2 P-K- 59/58 BsE 6 3002

Very Truly Yours,

Paul 3. Cook,
Meteorolorist.

,IE-I
1943.

from

RELUATES
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HEADQUARTERS
Office of the Commanding Officer

Lake ch.rle” 1a.
27 October 1943

SUBJECT: Alrcraft Accident Report.
TO + Headquarters, Flight Control Command, Army Air Forou,
Winston-Salem, North Carolina.

Subtmitted herewith is report of accident officer of accident in-
volving lst Lt. Robert J. Duthu, AC, ASN 0-736160, in A-20C Airplane, AF
#41-19094, on 18 October 1943, at this station,

For the Commanding Officer;

‘J‘ﬁt ni ;"- )

1t 1-“;_;}“ Gine

Rt

1 1m1- 4
AAF Form #l4
with incls.

—i=
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X HEADQUARTERS ARMY AIR FORCES FOR ACTION auu
OFFICE OF FLYING SAFETY FOR INFOQEC MGMT.
o = WINSTON-SALEM, NORTH CAROLINA FOR FILE__M&R
L & DATE 19 OCT 43
I I ToWeXe X | TELEGRAM
WU6 LG GOVT e IR o
/ "' - .
WUX AAF LAKECHARLES LA 19 628A . e s
COMMANDING OFF I CER Fosewy

LCAAF BG O2B3E PERIOD CITE PART FIVE AAF REG SIXTY TWO DASH FOURTEEN

FOLLOWING A CCIDENT REPORT IS SUBMITTED PERIOD AN
A. 18 OCTOBER 2125 1 TO 2 MILES NE OF LAKECHARLES ARMY AIR FIELD K
B. AIRPLANE A-20C 41-1909% KILOT ROBERT Jo DUTHU 1ST LIEUTENANT e L
AUS 3RD AF 3RD BC S6TH BOMB TRNG WING (L) 416 BOMGR 670 BOMRON x
e ARMY AIR FIELD. LAKECHARLES LA, ‘
[ ' Co SMOKE SETTLED ON FIELD, VISIBILITY DROPPED TO 2 TO 3 MILES c§
\
MISJUDGED ALTITUDE 1 TO 2 MILES NE OF FIELD AND CRASHED w
=" 'p, PILOT SHOCK POSSIBLE OTHER IN-JURIES UNDETERMINED COLON o

/ D‘BOBM-NAV HERMAN C, JONES JR 2ND LT y_us 3RD AF 3RD Bécdse'm aoua
TRNG WING (L) 416 BOMGR 670 BOMRON FAT/L COLON GUNNER ROBERT M
Eo LEE JR. S/SGT RA 3RD AF 3RD BC S6TH BOMB TRNG WING (L) 416
BOMGR 670 BOMRON SHOCK MINOR INJURIES PERIOD

E. NIGHT CROSS COUNTRY

a7

Fe VISIBILITY 2 TO 3 MILES BECAUSE OF SMOKE CEILING UNLIMITED

. :
AE S i -
o - - ) o L
.

L™ L/ - ,.;I .

f_/ /= / / e 12928 1043



i . _HEADQUARTERS ARMY AIR FORCES FOR ACTJON__AIU
te'y OFFICE OF FLYING SAFETY FOR INFO_GEC MGMT
WINSTON-SALEM, NORTH CAROLINA FOR FILE___M&R
DATE__19 OCT 43

:
l , TeWeXe | X | TELEGRAM

B —————

WU6 LG GOVT WUX AAF LAKECHARLES LA PAGE 2.

Ge 41-19094 A-20C
AT,
He ARMY AIR FIELD, LAKE CHARLES, LOUISIANA
le COMPLETE LOSS
Jeo NONE
Ke TURNED TO SOTH SUB=-DEPOT, ARMY AIR FIELD, LAKECHARLES LOUISIANA
L. NONE '

M. AFACG NOTIFIED

DICK COBOMGR 416,

#37/JUH

12922 10=k3



	Scan3893576
	Scan3893577
	Scan3893578
	Scan3893579
	Scan3893580
	Scan3893581
	Scan3893582
	Scan3893583
	Scan3893584
	Scan3893585
	Scan3893587
	Scan3893588
	Scan3893589
	Scan3893590
	Scan3893591
	Scan3893592
	Scan3893593
	Scan3893594
	Scan3893595
	Scan3893596
	Scan3893597
	Scan3893598

