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(Brief narrative of accident. Include statement of responsiinty anc r—ammendations for action to prevent repeiition)

NATRATIVE;

Returning frowa earbat miseion et cpfroxime tely 1230,-d1 August 13.L, “nl Li.
John B, Blomgren, 669th Bamb Squedre n (L), attempted to lower his lanling Zeer in
preperation for lznd ing, However, with the wheel h:ndle ir the down position his
left wein gesr éid not fully exiends After checking all indicetors end reising and
lowering his gear seversl tires, t he pilot informed the tower of the situztiion.
He then buzzed the tower, and the tower officer and operations officers present in-
formed him that his gesr appeaTdd to be down and loekafd, ' Howevere his sclayn  °
indicetor indieated that the left gecr was not locked, and his greem light did not
80 Oy . - b 4 L 2 . r 8 ', 13

Nevortheless, bessuse every effort hed been mad: to lock the gear, 2nd because
his hydraulic pressure wes up, the pilot was advised t¢ land, .

Upor leuding, the left gear collepsed aftej.'; about 1/4 of the runwey had ‘been

traversede The pilot cut *he switches end the sirplcre swerved off the runwey to
the lefte <

RESPONSIDILTTY:
Investigation disclosed thet the lug Assembly of the lending Gear Actuating .| CC>

r anchop hed broken, ceusing the geer to eollapse, The ceuse w8 ma teriel
ailm. i . gy ¥ . : s "

: , 4 _
None

e
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_ INCLOSURES: 8 .
_ Inclo = ure #1 - Statement of Pilot ¥,
_ Inclosure #2 - Stctament of Gunner '
= Inclosure #3 - Statament of Gunner et
\\ Inolosure #} - Statement of Flying Control Officer
% Inclosure #5 = Statement of Technical Iaspector
: Inclosure #56 - Statement of Bngimsering Officer
Inclosure #7 - Stetement of Crew Chief
Inclosure #8 - Photugrsphs - - ; =
Inclosure #$ - Unsetisfactory Repert. ;
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11 August 194i.

I, Jei.llomgren, 2ad, Lt., sir Corps, Serial nuuber 0-753323,
669th Bomd Squadron (L), 410th Homb 5p (1), Pilot in sireraft A-20G=?5
45=-9368, returning from Cperational lission, state the following.

Approaching the normal landing pattern, ihe aireraft seemed to be
oper-ting normally, With the wheel handle down the left main gear did
not show fMully dom on selsyn indicator nor did the green lishts zo on,
Afte raising and lowering the gear four times the pilot notieed the
left gear come dom, hesitate, and then snap seeminglv to locked posit-
ion as compared to the right main gear, The hydraulie nressure returned

to normal, 8251bs,, after e ch raisinz and lowering, The .ilot call-
ed the tower and gave circumstances, Pilot mizzed the %tower and the
personnel in the tower stated the sear appear-] %o them tc be down and
lock#d, Pilot then ca® into the pattern %o make a normal landing. ©On
the approach, the two red lishts were on, left wheel on the indicator
vas not showing fully down and warnins horn did not sound after retard-
ing the throttles, and hydrsulic pressure gauze read normal,

The pilot Xk nded lightly, keepins the nose wheel off to slow the
aireraft's forward motion, Not until the nose wheel was settled on the
ground did the left zear show afens ~® collapsing. After rolling ap-
proximately 1/4 of the length of the runway the left gear collapsed,
Filot eut switches and applied right brzke in an attempt to keep the
aireraft straight. The dras caused the aircraft to pull to the left
off the runway, There were no injuries to the crew,

£ Lto

J.E., BLOMGRHEV
?nd. Lt., Alr Corpe,
Pilot,
4
CF D)
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11 Auzust 1944

T, 3erzeant, &sonard Flemines, Serisl n-nber 3852904, flying
as Armorer gunner in aireraft number 43-9268, observed the follow-

ing.

"o observation from my positiun in aireraft was poscible,
The lending seemed normal but after using part of the runway the
left landing zear collapsed, !lo injury resulted,

Zrn&«r/véww'

Ser-e-nt Leonard Flemin®,

' ' 3 o~ - “Y '
St #g. 3 DET TR 2



~ - agpeare. tu be don and loeksd, 4 2ood landins ‘ut after using up 000

11 Aavpoust 1944,

I, Stelf Berye nt lichasl Bookach, 3erisl number 32606803, flyving

s as Zugineer Gunner on aircraft number ,3-9368, ebserved the following,
Observing from the side window in my position the landing gear

part of the runway the left ke nding gear collapsed, The jolt wasn't
serious end no injury was encountered,

tichael Bookach

- f e V 7
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The followinz is ¢ statement of the airplane sccident
involving Snd Lt. JOHN E, BLOMGREN; pilot of airplane
£-20G-25, #45-0325 "¥" as witnessec Dy the undersigned
E.F.C.0. who was on auty at time of accicent.

At 1823 Lt. Blomzren callea in for permission to fly
—————kﬂiﬂlHm%ﬁLﬂﬁﬂ%%%ﬁﬁwnﬁﬂ%ﬁﬁ&mﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ%ﬂHﬁﬂrﬁr—————
as to whether or not they were nroperly down ancd locked. At
133& Lt. Blomeren flew in front of control tower at low alti-
tude far wheel check. In the opinion of the undersigzned and
2leo in the opinion of the group operatiosns officers nresent
the wheels apneared to be down ancd locked. Lt. Blomoren was
tola by VEF that anic wheels spneared to be down and locked
; and thzt he wag o, "1" to land on =/7 22. Instructions were
aleo pz2ssed to nim to check “i* warnings devices on hie final :
aporoach, These inetructions he acknowledged. At 1339 L
Blomzren toucred down on R/7T 22 ané continued cdown R/W ae 1n
2 normal lancdinz. Aoout mid-way of R/W hie left wheel wae
gecn to collanse. Lt. Blomgren mainteined control of the air-
plane until it came to a ston fzcing the oonocsite direction
end abdout 50 vards off the RB/YW to the center of the L/3.

At first indicrtion of trouble, craeh nrnceedure was
inausurated.
/

__/,é-- ‘c 4T D¢ ot
o1 4. ;}iﬁoax, Ir.,
Cantain, alr Corps,

8. F. C, C.
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8§-T-A-T-E-M-B-N-T 14 August 1944

Upon examination of A-20G-25 airoraft, AAF serial No 43-9368, following its
lending accident on AAF Station 170 at 1340, 11 August 1944, it weas discovered thet
the left min landing gear had collapsed due to a meteriel failure of the landing
gear actuating oylinder anchor lug assembly, Part No 1066938.

When the airoraft was jecked up, the wheel well doors wers pried open and the
landing gear immediately dropped down and locked, however, in the air, the air-
stream evidently prevented tae wheel from extending to the fully "Down" position.
The pilot made several attempts to shake the wheel down by sharply dipping the nose
in acoordance with standard practice. He then buzzed the towsr several times, and
from the ground it appeared to be down and loocked in spite of the fact that the
landing gesr warning lights were red aud the selsyn indicator did not indicate that
the wheel was fully extended and locked. "

The pilot was then instructed to land,by the control tower, and did so. After
rolling about 100 yards the left mein gear oollapsed and the airoraft skidded to a
stop on the rizht wheel, nose wheel and left necelle.

The pilot stated that he had full hydraulic presgure until the gear collapsed,
at whioh time a hydraulic line wes torn loose. It is tne opinicn of the under-
signed th=t the pilot did everything he oould to get the wheel down, and it is
quite possible that the loose actuating cylinder may have been fouled in the gear
agsembly in such a menner as to prevent the whesl from extending far emough for
the down latoh to engage.

It 1s further believed that the anchor lug failed immediately after releasing
the up-latoh as the .wheel fell down without the pilot pulling the emergency release,
but from then on, the actuating cylinder had no effect on the landing gear. The
greatest stress is applied to the anchor lug immediately upon applying pressure to
the actuating oylinder until the lateh is released, after whioh it is only nscessary
to overcome the force of the slip-stream. No evidence of previous fracture or break
in anchor assembly could be deteoted. /

/W({o‘f/’l
KENNETH T. ROEEY,
Major, Air Corps,
Teohnical Ingpector,
dq, 416th Bomb Group (L).
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12 August 1944.

STATEMENT

A-20G= rplane, X.A... 3 T : —
was in the best possible mechenical condition prior
to 1ts accident on 11 August 1844. (On the pre=-flignt
lnspection, the morning of 11 August 1944, tue air-
plane was found to be functioning properly, and wae
ready for any mission.

Supject alri'an=s sas recelvea vy this 3quadron
on 8 August 1344, and the acceptance inspecticn had
been completed on 9 August 1944, and had been test-
hopped. The Llest pilot reportec the alrplane as
"CE". 1Thls sirplane was on its secpnd (2) mtes® -,
waen the accident oceured on lesnding,

e lefti maln launding gear collapsed c¢n laniing.
After the Alirplane was 1. ted, the gear snapped down
into place and locked, Investigaticn die:'os=a saat
the Dug Assembl,, Landing Ssar Actuat!ng Cylinder
Anshor, Part Number 10¢¢53C, uea bLroken, causing the
gear to collapse.

oy i ez
CHARLES H. STEWAAT,
1st Lt., Alr Corps,
Engineering Officer.



12 Ad& ast 1944

— . . — — — a—— — —

There were 1c wefects noted on pre-fiigut
inspection of A=205-25 Alrplane, AAF Serial
Number 43-536&, on the morning of 11 August
1244. 3oth engines were opersting normally,

4

rriid

a7

end—eil—instruments wers “ound to bes operating
satisfactorily.

"A dally inspectlcon was performed Imred-
lately ¢ “ter the pre-flignt lnspection, anc
evervthing was fcund sat!-fectory. The access-
ory section of hoth englines, and the landing.
cear wa: g'ven a through and complete visual
inspection, and nothing out of the ord!nary
wa3s noted. Tue airplane was also given a com=-
plete visual inspection.

After completion-of the daily inspection,
the airplans was considered fit for any mission.

WILLTAM H. DYK.

Crew Chia[,
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10O BE FILLED IN BY STATION | ARMY AIR FORCES

STATION SERIAL No

44-95

UNSATISFACTORY REPORT

(See AAF Reg 15-54 for Information on Preper Use of this Form)

DATE SUBMITTED ASC SERIAL Ne | REFER TO I CLASS

8-14-44

STATION ORGANGATION

AAF Station 170 69th Bomb Sq (L), 416th Bomb Gp (L)
susiscr P SR (51, ~D Lug Assembly-- Lw"""

IMFOrdovovﬂtm;No

REPORT v
T e ng Gear ‘°|EH.:.EE..*3.... LeAochor. Douglas |

Lug Ass'y., Lndg. Gear

UR A-20G-25 #43-9368

AIRCRAPY | LAST D. 1 R.—Depot Date Flying Timae $inc | otal Flying Time

ONLY

ENGINg | LAST OVERHAUL=Depor Hours Since Depots and Rours at each Previous Overhaul
REPORTS
ONLY

"af.ug Ass'y.--LandIng Gear Part Drawing. Serial and Specification No.
Actuating Cylinder Anchor 1066983

Ui
R

T

Yime in Use Quantity on Hand Quantity Known Defective| No_of Previous Failures | Manufacturer , Trspector's No_ or Identification

106 :00 Thirty(30)| One (1) None Douglas | ‘

Indicate
Exhibit

Disposition of x and Prints for Separate Attached Returned teo (Explain Faciliey

by X" Photegraphed Held Sent unaer Sent in Repaired and Disposed of To Overhaul

Enclosed Instructions Cover Packet Service below) (INITIALS)

U GIVE COMPLETE DETAILS, PROBABLE CAUSES AND RECOMMENDATIONS BELOW EXPEDITE

R

Use only spplicable spaces 3h0ove—Aveld unnecessary repetition) '

1.

After returning from an -perational mission of four hours and twen-
ty (4:20) minutes, the left main landing gear would not lock in the
down position. The pilot circled the field for a short time, then
flew low over the control tower so that a visual check of the land-
ing gear could be made. The control tower reported to the pilot
that the landing gear was down, and the pilot proceeded to make his
approach for landing.

A short time after striking the runway, the left landing gear col-
lapsed and the airplane came to a stop after going off the runway
to the left. Up to this time, the hydraulic pressure remained
normal. After the airplane had stopped, it was noted that the
hydraullc pressure had dropped to "zero",

The airplane was hoisted up, and upon Pulling the emerzency release
and prying the nacelle doors open, the left landing gear immediate-
ly came down and locked. Investigation of the landing gear reveal-
ed that the Lug Assembly-Landing Gear Actuating Cylinder Anchor,
part number 1066983, was broken. It was also found that the flex-
ible hydraulic down line had pulled off of thc connectlon to the
hydraulic landing gear actuating cylinder.

An acceptance inspection was completed on Airplane, AAF Serial
Number 43-9368, approximately nine hours and ten (9¢10) minutes
before subject Lug Assembly-Landing Gear Actuating cylinder Anchor
fallure. A complete check of the landing gear was made, and

found satisfactory.

Recommendations: That this organiz:ztion be notified as to the
cause of subject Lug Assembly--Landing Gear Actuating Cylinder
Anchor fallure.

LEAVE BLANK |

|

bl

Afutes haull

e
~
oot S i

04 Lrilive ol

UR |

-l e

. _:UR_

ROU"NG SEND ORIGINAL AND TWO COPIES DIRECT TO COMMANDING GENERAL U
HQ. AIR SERVICE COMMAND, PATTERSON FIBLD, FAIRFIELD, OHIO. R

U
R
|
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WAR, DEPARTMENT : . . v T — : - m— e - U‘R‘“

AAF " Form No. 54 WAR DEPARTMENT

(ansed 2-18-43)

1O BE FILLED IN BY STATON ARV T LEAVE BLANK

DATE 50":"."!0 UNSATISFACTORY REPORT !!An. SERIAL No | REFER TO = CLASS
1

STATION SERIAL No

U 44 -95 = 8-14:3’4" 3 iSee AAF Rug. 15-54 for Infurmation on Proper Use of this Form) = 77}' o [ | U
R | STATION a ORGANISATION s S R
_MF Stetiog" 170 69th Bomb Sq (L), 416th Bomb Gp (1,)
ro| 3 - Name | Manufacturer rder or Shippin,
| sussscr | Presew 01-D Lug Assembly-- i [T '
REPORT [Landing Gear Actuati [
AIRCRAFT—Model & AAF Serial No | ENGINE | & F Serial No tl OR A C!S l&—"yn! En ngd Seri ?-}Neo ar ‘
A-20G-25 #43-9368 | Aachor i UR
AIRCRAFT ?| LAST D. 1. R —Depot Date Fiying Time Snce Total Fiying Time !
| REPORTS
ONLY
|  EMGINE LAST OVERHAUL—Depo: Hours Since ‘ Depots and hours at each Previous Overhaul b
! REPORTS !
ONLY |
é P Name Lug ASS 1 y. o Landing Gear Part Drawing. Serial and Specification No. ! U
LA Actuati Cylinder Anchor 1066983 ' R
| R “fime in Use uantity on Hand Quantity Known Defective| No_ of Previous Failures | Manufacturer , Inspector’s No_ or Identification |
T | 106200 Thirty(30)| One (1) None Douglas | ;
16-:«:::;‘57 x' '::l:pwm :uld Sent unaer =5 S::t :o“ :-pa:::d‘:m DE“"J““ of In Overhaul I
i En’b: e * x ;nclo:':c" I::t ructions é.o'v.:r‘“. I:z:‘n S:r‘v‘:c- : x w:;” ll:l"'l!:,AlSl
B DY et sk EXPEDITE  Up

R

' 6. Disposition: A-20G-25 Alrplane, AAF Serial Number 43-9368, was

Turned over to the 484th Service Sguadron for repair.

CHARLES H. ST WART, |
1st Lt., Alr Corps, "U
Engineering Officer. ! R

INCL: One (1) Photograph
NOTE: Nomenclature taken from Technical Order 01-40AD-4, dated |
October S5, 1943, Section VI, Pagze 4, Reference Number 14. !U

J«J?‘7 -2 - 'U

U ROU'"N SEND ORIGINAL AND TWO COPIES DIRECT TO COMMANDING GENERAL U R
R HQ. AIR SERVICE COMMAND, PATTERSON FIELD, FAIRFIELD, OHIO. R
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HEADQUARTERS
FOUR HUNDRED SIXTEFNTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (L)
Office of the Commanding Officer

APO 140, U, S. Army,
16 August 1944.

SURJECT: Tramsmittal of AAF Form lis.
™ ¢ Commanding Genersl, IX Bomber Command, APO 140, U, S. Army.
. il
1. Transmitted herewith are AAF Form l4s and Inclosures (in quadruplicate)

' on aireraft accidents listed below.

A-20G-35 43-98,0 - Pilot 2nd Lt. James P, Kenny
A-20G25 43-9368 - Pilot 2nd Lt. John E. Blomgren
A-20G-25 43-9227 - Pilot 2nd Lt. Joseph R. Sparling

For the Commanding Officer:

/s/ George Schenkein,

/t/ GEORGE SCHENKEIN,
Captdin, Air Corys,
Adjutant.

Subject: Alreraft Aecident A-20G-25 - 43-9368,
MQEB 1Bt m‘ E-J"‘
HEADQUARTERS IX BOMBER COMMAND, APO 140, U. S. -RMY, 21 August 1944.

T0: Commanding General, Ninth Air Force (Rear), APO 696, U. S. Army.

f Submitted in compliance with Memorandum 55-1, Headquarters Ninth Air Force,
dated 22 March 1944.
‘ For the Commanding General:
M -
Brig, Gen., U.S.A., ,
Chief of Staff. '
10 Incls:
Incl 1 - AAF Form 1, (im trip) s 9 "
Incl 2 - Pilot's Statement (in trip) B . -
Inel 3 - Armorer Gunner's Statement (im trip) ’
Incl 4 - Engimeer Gunner's Statement (in trip) < . ,\’

Incl 5 - Flying Control Officer's Statement (in trip) 23 G .
Incl 6 - Technical Inspector's Statement (in trip) ied
Incl 7 - Engineering Officer's Statement (in trip)

Incl 8 - Crew Chief's Statement (in trip)

Incl 9 - Photos

Incl 10~ AAF Unsatisfactory Rpt (in trip)

AEsSiniCi L



Ltr, Hq L16 Bomb Gp (L), subj: Transmittal of AAF Form 1lis, dtd 16 August 19l
y |

360.3 £ 2nd Ind. E-I

HEADQUA RTERS, NINTH AIR FORCE (FEAR), APO 696, U S ARMY, 29 AUGIST 19LL.

TO: Chief, Flying Safety, Army Air Farces, Winston-Salem 1, North Carolina.

. Report and recommendations of aircraft accident officer approved.

For the Commanding General:

/ A
Vi A
A
/ Lt. Colonel, A.G.D.

Asst Adj. General
"~ 10 Incls: njfc (2 cys ea w/d)
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