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CESTHiGIE 0
OMBCRIPTION ©F ACCYDENT

(prief nurrative of sccident. Tnclude statemest of rewponsibility and recommendations for action to prevent repetition)

NAHATTIVES

On <5 November, 1944, et 1650 hours, Lt Roberts was taxiing beck tc the squadren
eme aftor completing 5 routine treinipg flighte On the single lane perimeter strip
he encounterad another aircreft, piloted by Lt, Cerver, taxiing in the opposite
direction, Lt, Roberts pulled off to the left into a roadway as fer as possible
and stopped his eircrat't, As the other aircraft taxied forward Lt, Roberts saw thet
it would not cleer, snd he unsuccessfully attempted to signel the other pilote When
he sew that collisiom wes inevitable, Lt, Roberts cut the mixture control on his
right engine, Hcwever the propellor was still rotating when the wingtip of the
other aircraft comsacted it, The right propellor of Lt, Roberts eairplape was
demeged, end the right wing tip, right.ailerom , end right proppllor of Lt,Cervers
cirplane vwere demaged,

RESPONSIEILITY)

Pilot error on the part of the pilot of the other esircraft, Lt Cerver grossly
misjudged the clearsnce betwesen plaepes, end used poor judgement in proceeding when
he vwes not positive that he would clear,

Wherever there is a guestion &s to whether & taxiing aircreft will cleer
an obstruction, pilots should not proceed until they cen receive visual signals
from respensible personnel on the grounds

TNCLOSURES) 6

Incle #1 = Stetement of Pilot,

Incle /#2 = Statement of Gunner, ~
Incle #3 = Statement of Gunners

Tnol, 74 = Statement of Lt Carver,
Incle #5 = Statement of Lt Behlmer,
Incle #6 = FPhotographe
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Colonel, Air Corps,
Commandinge
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4 December 1544
et e Wa $0% $-43710M 9093

...,t,..‘---‘n;\ﬂ"ﬂf"
At A BRENS S



racl *

25 Yoveuber 144
STATEMERXNT

At 1645, T lamded im A-26B 41-39264 aircraft after completing a
routine training flight.

raxiing back to the *"A* Squadron Area, I met an aircraft taxiing out
to take off, T taxied off the taxi strip to let the other aircraft Wy,
but was umable to pull out very far because of the mud, T pulled out as
far T thought was safe and stopped my aircraft,

The other aircraft was A-26B 41-39188 alsoc of *A* Squedron piloted by Lt
carver, T tried to signal him that I thought it wasn't clear for him to pass
but he apparently couldn't see my signals because of the sun,

As the aircraft moved forward, I cut the mixture control of my right
engine but did not cut it in time to prevent damage to the right wing of
the other aircraft, I cut my left engine and left my aircraft to inspedt
the damage, My right propeller was badly nicked on all three blades
requiring a propeller change., Apparently no damage was dane to the engine,

When the strip had been cleared, I taxied my aircraft back to the
®A® gquadron Area,

{
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WILLIAM H, ROBERTS,
2nd L‘l’ m Corps.
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25 wovember 1944

2242ZENZ

on 25 November 1944, @% 1650 hours, while tamiing out to runway tweaby
(20) to embark om & routine tremsition flight in aircraft A-26p 41-39188, 1
did at a point on the perimeter trask opposite the ,3d Serviee Squadron amd
in the Squadron "B* Area encountér, eoming in the opposite direction on the
said perimeter trask, an A-26B aircraft, mumber ,1-39264, piloted by L%
williem H. Roberts, of the same squadron, Y stopped my aircraft at a peint
one humdred (100) feet or more before the point of collision. Lt Roberts
pulled into & hardstand of the [3d Service Squadron to allow me to taxi by.

Sizing the situation and of the opinion I was able toc pass, I proceeded,
Coming closer to the parked aircraft, I judged that Y woud have to pull off
the left side of the perimeter treck into she gress to allow my wing to clear
the parked aircraft., 7Y slowed mp aircraft as much as possible and edged off
the perimeter track, The sun at that point caused a bright reflection of my
wing, as well as that of the parked aircraft, blinding me from any sigrsla
fram the other aircraft,

po werniss vas given me by my engineer gunner as I douby whather he could
see, My wing made contact with the rotating propeller of the parked aircraft
demaging about eighteen (18) inches or more of my wing tip., I applied and
locked my brakes and cut my engines as did the pilot of the other aircraft,

T opened my bomb bay doors to let my armorer gunner out and them made radio
contact with *poatdeck® control informing them of the accident, the place of
accident and stated the fact that the perimeter track would be blocked. I
the secured my aircraft and go# out to inspect the damajge.

My right wing was damaged, the propeller of the other aircraft ahaving
removed approximately eighteen inches of its tips The right aileron was
damaged and one blade of the right prop severely nicked, having been hit by
an inspection plate, off the wing tip, flying into it, The other aircraft
had all three blades of the propeller damaged severely.

/8/ Jemes H. Carver
/t/ JAMPS H, CARVFR,
2nd Lt., Air Corpe.

A TRUE COPY:

ot T T

Captain, Air Corps,
Operations officer,



STATENENT

29 November 1944,
Statement of ROBERT L, BEHIMER, B t, Lt, Alr Corps, AT 0-684243,

0n 25 November 1944, I was standiag in front of Squadron *B* Operations
when A/C A-26B-20, AAF No, 41-3926) cams taxiing by on the perimeter track,
returning to its hardstand in Squaedron "A® Area,

After this A/C had passed about 200 ft,, I observed another A/C,
A-26B-20, AAF No, 41-39188, approaching A/C 26l from the opposite direction,

This being a one way taxi strip, I immediately started toward these two
airplanes to guide them but befors I could reach them, 264 bad pulled off onto
a road for vshicles and stopped at an angle to the perimeter track, A/C 188
continued to taxi, pulling as far to the left as pos-ible, As he ayproached
the A/C 264, Wis leoft wheel slipped in the mud, the right wing passing over
the nose section of 26 and into the propeller cutting off the wing of 188
about 2 feet from the $ip, Both men then cut engines,

This took place in the time it took me to proceed on foot from Operations
to ths place of passing, soms 250 yards on down the taxi strip,

Yohod S el
ROEERT L, BEHLMER,
lst, Lt., Alr Corps,
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HEADQUART®ZRS
A16TH BOLBARD.ENT GROT (L)
Offios of the Commending Officer

‘PO 114.0' Uc S. “WO
L December 1944,
SUBJECTy Transmittal of AAF Form 1.

TO ¢ Commanding Genoral, 9th Bombardment Diviaion (M), AFO 140, U, S,
Army,

Transmitted herewith is the AAF Form 14 end inclosures (in gquadruplicate)
on accident of Lt, Williem H, Roberts in A-26B~720 number 4le39264, 25 November
19“].. e

For the Comm&nding Offian:

-

¢y et
GTGGE SCHENKZIN,
Ceptain, Air Coryps,
Mjumt.

Incl:
AAF Form 14 end inclosures (in quedruplicats)
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DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT

tired narrative of sechlent.  luclude statement of responsibility and recommendations for astion 1o prevent repetition)

. NAHHATIVE;

On 25 November, 1 et 1650 hours, Lt, Curver wes taxiing to take-off
position for a routine t ition flight., On the single lané perimeter strip
he encountermd enother aircraft texiing the oprosite direction., Lt, Roterts,
the pilot of the other eircraft, pulled off into a roedway as far to the side
as possible, Lt, Sarver decided that he had roam to pass and ho procesded,
Lt, Roberts sew that the planes would not cloar, and cut his right engine,
However, the right wing of Lt, Cerver's airplane contacted the right propellor
of L, Robart's airplene before the propellor had stopped rotating, Approxime-
tely eighteen inches, of the right wing tip were cut off, the right eileron and
right propeller were damaged Lt. Cerver's airplane. The right propeller of
Lt, Hobert's airplene was dameged

Although the pilot steted that he did not beliave he had slipped sideways
before contect, 2 witness, Lt, behlmer, stated that the plane did slip towerd
the other plane before contact was made.

HEGPONSIETLITY:

Pilot error, It, Carver grossly misjudged the clearsnce between planes,
and used extremely poor judgerent in proceding when he was not positive that
he would clear,

RRCCuLAENDATICONS:

Wherever thers is e question &s to whethor & taxiing rirereft will cleer
an obstruction, pilots should not proceed until they can r@0eive yviguc) signals
from responsible personnel on the ground,

INCLOSURBS:; 6
Incl, #1 - Statement of Filot,
Inel. #2 -~ Statement of Gunnar,
Incle #3 = Statement of Gunner.
Inecl, /ilh = Statement of Lt, Roberts.
Inul. #5 - Statement of Lt. Behlmer.
Incle #6 = Photogreph.

mom._ctr’ arirr

TH®CDORE R. AYLESWO
Colonel, Air Corps,
Commending.

Siguature

F.

Investigating Officsr,

i December 194k4. R

ng SUE B~ YiADMARORI,
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25 moverhar 1944

STAIEXELZ

on 25 vovember 1044, =t 1450 hours, wiile texding out to runwey twenty.
(20) to emberk on & routine transitlon flight in pireralt Ae=26p 41-99L06, 1
314 ut & soint on the pemimster treock opposite the 43rd gervice gquedren ond
in +he Squadron epe asres encounter, ccming in the oppozite directioth on the
suid perimeter trick, &n A- fm sircraft, nuzber 4le302(k, piloted by 1t
williay m, Ipberts of the save s uadron, T stopped oy airereft =t 2 poin
one hundred (100) fest or mpre Befors the neint of cecllision, Tt Roterts
ylled inte & sardstand of the 43rd servics Jgundron to allow me to texi by,

gizing the situstion and of the opirdom T wes able to .ass, T proce dede
Ooming closer to the parked ajrcraft, T Juldged that Y would have to pull off
the 17t 3ide of the perineter track into tne grass to =llow ny wing to clser
the perked sireralt, ¥ slowed ry aircruft ea mueh as possible snd edged off
the peprimeter trick, @he sun nt that yoint e wsed 2 bright reflectlion of wy
ving, s well s that of the psrked sareraft, blinting me “rox ony signals
from ta. o®har aireralt,

vo werning was given s by my engimeer gunner rg T doubt whethor he eould
see, My wing ma e contect with th . rotuting proveller of the jarked aircraft
damezing ebout eighteen (1f) inches or nore of ny wing tir, Y eprlied and
1ccked my brakes and cut my engines se 24ic the pilet of the othor eircraft,
1 crened ‘my bomb bay doors to lot xmy srmorer gunasr out end thern .ade radio
contact with speotdecke conirsl informing then of *he accident, ths piace of
accident and stated the fact thet the perimeter track would be blocked, I
then secursd ry aireralt and got out to inspect the Jdamayee

wr right wipg was demaced, the proveller of tis cther airoraft haviag
remcved epproxiiutely eighteen inches cf its tin, The right sileron was
dammged cu@ one blede of the right prop severely nicked, haviang been hit by
an inspectiom plete, off the wi g tip, flying irte it, The other circraft
hed all taree blades &f +he pro,sllir damaged remerely,

JAY™S %', CARVER,
2nd 1t Lir Corps.
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At 1445, T landed in' 2«26R 4le302fL airoreft after completing a
routine training £1iight,

maxiing bac: to the #a® gguadron Area, T met an sircraft tuoxiing out
to teke off, I taxiied off the taxi strip t¢ let the other aireraft by,
but was unable te pull out very far tecause of the mud, I pulled cut as
far 1 thought was safe and stopped ny aireraft,

The other a.rcr £t was ;-2&3 41-19186 also of ®As 3gu dron piloted
by Lt garvere, I tried to signal him that Y thought it 'wasnet elear for
him to pass but he an; ently couldnty see ny signels bscause of the sun,

A3 the aircraft moved forwerd, T cut the mixture control of nv right
engine but did not cut it in time to prevent damage to the right wing of
the cther aireraft, I ocut my left engine and left ny aircraft to inspect
the camngse My ri lt proveller was badly nicked on all three bledes ree
quiring a propeller change, Arparsntly no damage was done to the engine,

vhen the atrip had been cleared, ¥ toxied my aircraft back to the

"A* Jqudron Area, é

WILLIAM He ROPERTS,
2nd 1t., Alr gerps,
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29 November 1944,
Statement of ROBERT L, BEHIMER, 1st Lt, Air Corpe, A.S.N, 0=684243s

On 25 November 194, I was steading in front of Squadren "B* Operations
when A/C A=26B«20, AAF No, 41-39264 came taxiing by en the perimeter track,
returning to ite bardstand in Squadron "A* Area,

Affer this A/C had passed about 200 feet, I observed amother A/C,
Ae26Be20, AAF No, 41=39188, approaching A/C 264 from the opposite direction,

This being & one way taxi strip, I immediately started toward these two
airplanes to guide them but before I could reach them, 264 bad pulled off onto
a road for vehicles and stopped at an engle to the perimeter track, A/C 188
continued to taxi, pulling as far to the left as possible, As he approached
the A/C 264, his left wheel slipped in the mud, the right wing passing over
the nose section of 26J and into the propeller cutting off the wing of 188
about 2 feet from the tip, Both men then cut engines,

This took place in the time it took me to proceed on foot from Operetions
to the place of passing, some 250 yards on down the taxi strip.

ROEERT L, EEHLMER,
lst Lt, Alr Corpse












HEADQUARTERS
416TH BGBARDSE!T cmom» (L)
Office of ths Commending Officer

AFO 140, U, S, Ay,
4 December 1944

SURJECT, Transmittal of AAFY Form 14,
Commanding General, 9th Bambardment Division (M), AFO 140, U, S,

Aray.

Transmitted herewith is the AAF Form 14 end inclosures (in guadruplicate)
on accident of Lt, James H, Cerver in A-26E-20 number 41-39183, 25 November

1944«

TC t

T4

For the Commarding Officers

& el
G SCHINKE IIV,
Captein, AMr Corps,
Ad jutant,

Incls
AAF Form 14 and inclosures (in guedruplicate),

L™

360,37 1st 1nd,
HEADQUARTERS 9™ BUNRARDLY VISIUN (¥), APU 140, U, 5, A5NY, 15 December 1944,

- 2 * . - : y . - A Y ’ N
™: Commanding General, Ninth Air Forece, AFU 696, U, S, Army,

Submi ttec '--'- compliance with lemorandum 54=1, Headouarters
dated 27 Novenber 1944,

T
Hinth Al YForce,

For the Commanding General: = - .;‘
C{:%Vth(": | J 2d
. r. y .
"jy LT. COLONEL, A _:Q'(. s
’ ADJUTANI GeiNERAL. %,
Inel: 1 ey, ea, w/d,
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36033 2nd Inde ' Lt 3=3
HAADQUARTLLS NINTH TR YOGy ARC rga(,, US Arrge g gnm "

'1 Shief, Fly'ng Lafety, luwy i Foress, linstonalalem 1, Morth Cervlina,
Renort ard recommendation of Aircraft Lccident Offieer apvroved,

For the Comanding General: / P

57, HESLIN,
!.'zajf.'r, il-. 401-‘ .y

1 Incl: (2 cys w/d) Asst Adj. Gens
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