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L DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT
(Brief narrative of accident, Inelude stat t of responsibility and r lations for action to prevent repetition)
. -
mf‘-\?lm 1

After returning from an orerstione? miasion on 13 Mareh 195, Lt, Jordan found,
upon antering the landing pattern, that his mein gear would not come down, He pulled
out of the pattern and olimbed to sewen thousand (7000) feet where he tried all
normal and emerzency means for lowering the gear and eech time only the nos® grar
would extend, Lt, Jordan wes constently in contact with the tower and wes receiving
partirent instructions from an Operations Officer pressnt in the tower at the time,
When it wes epparent that the main gear would not cam® down, Lts Jordan was sent to
A70 to make a wheels up lending, The pilot cireled for an sdditiondl hour until
moet of his @28 supply had bean expended, then nontacted the tower'at A-70 end wes
cleared to male a wheels up lsndinge An excsllent job of lending wes accomplished
with ¢ minimum amount of dsmag® to the airereft under thé circumstances,

Lt, Jordan hed aveilable 850 pounds normmal hydrauliec pressure and st one time
boosted the pressure to 1200 pounds by use of the emergoncy hydraulie pump. Investiges
tion showed that the sircraft hed not received any battle demege.

Failure of the main gear to extend was determined to be due to overtravel of the
main landing gear locks,

EESFONSIBILITY: :
100% materiel failure of mein gear up locks.
RECQIOENDATIONS
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Tnel. #1 « Statement of Pilot
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Incl. - Stetement of Squedron Engineering Officer
Inel, #7 - AAF Fom S
Inol.fs -Statement of Flying Control officer
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(Revised 2-18-43)

W"AR DEPARTMENT
AAF Form No, 54

TO BE FILLED IN BY STATION

STATION SERIAL No

DATE SUBMITTED

WAR DEPARTMENT

ARMY AIR FORCES

UNSATISFACTORY REPORT

(See AAF Reg. 15-54 for information on Proper Use of this Form)

LEAVE BLANK

ASC SERIAL Neo | REFER TO l CLASS

ORGANISATION

HQ, 416TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (L)

U i 45-68 16=3-45
R STATION
_A=69
'ug'm Proparty Clasy — Nama -
REPORT 0l=D Latch Assembly Main landing Gear

Manufacturer

Dou;lac

AAF Order or Shipping No
Unknown

AIRCRAFT—Moade! & AAF Serial No

All A-26 Series

ENGINE Modsl & AAF Sariai No.

R=2800=71

L'NIT OR ACCESSORY—

Type. Model and Serial No

AIRCRAFT | LAST D L R.—Depot Date F.ﬂ. Time Since Tetal Flying Time
REPORTS \
ONLY
ENGINE | LAST OVERHAUL=Depor Hours Since Depots and hours as each Pravious Overhaul
REPORTS
ONLY
U P Name - Part Drawing, Serial and Specilication Mo,
R A | latch Assembly Main landing Gear 4129564
R [TmeinTie Quantity on Hand “Quantity Known Delactive| No_ of Pravious Fallures | Manulacturar Trapactor's No. or Identification
T 257450 156 1566 30 Douglas Unknown
Indicate by X" Photographed Heid Sent unner Sent in Repaired and Dispored of To Overhaul
e Encosed” . i el <l B (s NiTaLs)

GIVE COMPLETE DETAILS, PROBABLE CAUSES AND RECOMMENDATIONS BELOW
(Use cniy applicable 1paces above —Avold unnecasiary repetition)

EXPEDITE

l.

During the past few months, extreme difficulty has been experienced in main=-

rcace’“ 7

taining correct adjustment of the latch Assembly, Main landing Gear, Fart
#4129564. It has been necessary to check the adjustment of the latoh Assembly
before each flight of the airoraft because in several cases the adjustment has
changed three times in as many flightse This change of adjustment is extreme~
ly dangerous because there is no manual meens provided for unlocking the latch
Assembly should the overtravel exceed the movement of the Lug Assembly-lMain
landing gear latch release. In most cases of this mal-funotion, the gear will
fail to retract, but in two cases experienced by this Group, the gear has
failed to extend. The change in adjustment of the latoh Assembly is believed
caused by stretching of the Rod Assembly=-Short clevis end Part [£78130-1-710,
As no means are provided on this installation to prevent the landing gear
from retracting before the lateh is lifted, a heavy load is placed on the

Rod Assembly in order to release the latoch, The Rod Assembly alsc carries

e large load during hard landings and while taxiing over rough terrain.

2+ Recommendations;

a. It is recommended that a bungee be installed on the main landing gear,
similiar to the installation on A=-20 series aircraft, which will prevent
retraction of the landing gear before the locks are lifted.

b. That the unlocking mechanism be made heavier to prevent stretehing of
Rod Assembly,

¢e That a manual means for lifting the locks be installed which is similiar

to the method used on A-20 series airoraft.

zw)x' LLIAN ‘{/W

2nd Lt., Air Corps,
Engineering Officer.
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SEND ORIGINAL AND TWO COPIES DIRECT TO COMMANDING GENERAL
HQ. AIR SERVICE COMMAND, PATIERSON FIELD, FAIRFIELD, OHIO.
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A¥O 140, U 8 Army,
13 Merch 1945,

On return from a mission, flying A-26B-15, Alreraft serial number
42=2234), I was unable to lower my main landing gear, After trying all
emergency procedures, I ¢alled the control tower for further instructions,
The nose gear extended end locked but the main geer nacelle door up locks
would not releesse, After attempting all possible procedure without eny
success, I was instructed to proceed to A-70 to crash land, gear up,

After receiving instructions from A-70 control tower I made erash
landing et A-70,

%JJ x«s{

YDE S, JORDAN,
lst Lt,, Air Corps,
Pilot,
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el /
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APC 140, U,S, Army,
12 March 1945,

On return from a mission, flying in sn A-26B-15, Sarijal Number [7-
2251, with Lt, C, S, Jorden &s Filot, when in thepettern to lend our main
lending gears would not come down, I nocticed that the nose gear was down
snd locked but the mein ear stayed up 2nd loeck2d, Lt, C.3. Jordan, the
Pilot, put the plane through e series of emergency operations but when
all thease failed wd crashed leanded At Station A~70.

8/8gt, Air Corpse,
Gunner,

¢ aESTRICTL L
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AF¥C 140, U 8 Army,
12 MNarch 1948,

On returning from e missicn on which I rode ae an observer in an
A-26B~15, Serisl number L43-22344 with Lt, C.S.Jordan as Pilot, the main
landing gear would not come down, The Pilot told me that he had tried
all methods of getting the wheels down mnd they had all failed and that
the control tower had told him to crash land at Station A-70,

8/8gt, 2nd Arm Div,
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15 March 1945.

TO WHOM IT MAY CCNCERN:

After completlon cf a two humdred (200) hour inspection, on
12 March 1945, A-28R7-15 Alrplene, AAF Serial Number 43-22344, wes
test flown. During this test flight, no defects were noted. The
landing gesr was operating satlsfactorily. After completion of the
test flight, subject airplane was flown on an operationsl mission
and the pllot reported subject alrplene as being 0.X.

Prior to 1t's crash landing, on the 13 March, sub ject airplane
was pre-flignted, and no defects were noted. Immediately following
the pre-flight inspection, a daily inspection was performed, This
delly Inspection included a complete visual inspection of the land-
ing gear, and nothing out of the ordinary was noted. After complet-
ion of the dally inspsction, subject airplene was considered safe
for any mission.

Durizf the time that I have been assigned to subject aircraft,
no difficulty had been encountered with the landing gear.

s

’é’gﬁ?‘ F ANLAU D,

T/Sgt., Alr Corps,
Crew Chilef,

ey RESTRICTLCL
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I investigated the accident which ocourred on airoraft AAF §43-22344, I
found that the overtravel on the main landing gear locks were in excess of the
5/16" maximum allowable. This caused failure of the unlocking mechanism to
unlock the landing gear from the retracted position, This aireraft had just
completed a 100 hour inspection and test hop and the landing gear locks had
functioned properly at that time. The change of adjustment on the landing
gear locks can therefore only be attributed to stretehing of the latch actuat~
ing rod. It is believed by this office that the stretohing of the latch actuat~
. ing rod is caused by hard landings and taxiing over rough taxi strips as this
puts an excessive load on the looking mechanism. Several Unsatisfactory Reports

AAF Form 54 have been submitted on this condition,

2nd Lt., Air Corps,
Engineering Officer.
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STATEMENT

14 varch 1945,
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERNS

on the 12 WMarch 1945, A-262-15 Alrplane, Serial Number 43~
22%44, was. test hopped after the completion of & 200 hour insp-
ection., On the same date subject airplane, flew a succesaful
operaticnal mlssion of four (4) hours end five (5) minutes.

On the preflignt inspection, 13 iarch 1945, a thorough vis-
ual inspection of the landing gear was made and no defects noted.
It was considered safe for any flight. All pilots who flew the
airplane prior to its crash landing reported no landing gesar

%
J

OFN T. ANDREWS,
1lst Lt., Alr Corps,
Ass't Eng. Officer.
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FLYING CONTROL AA F STATICN A=70
A PO 140, U,8, ARNY

2, APRIL, 1945,
SUBJECT: AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT

To: PRESIDENT, AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT COMMITTEE,

1: lst, LT, A ,C, OLYDE R, JORDAN 0-672122
A=26=B No. 322544

2: 13, March, 39456, 1510 hours B.s.T.

3% Wind direetion and velocity
150 degrees at 5 miles per hour,

4: Runway 11/29 was inspeoted the morning of 13,March,
18456

S5: Narrative »f eventa:

At 1430 hours 13, Karch, 1945 A-89 Flying Control
called to say that they were sending an alreraft here for a
wheels~up land &8 per lingtructions Teletype F 138~E Authority
97 Comb,t unf. oup Operations here was notified and Lt, R%I.
Allison Maxwell came to the tower to assist the Pilot via .
He asked the pilot if all avallable means had been used to place
the wheels in the down position, When it was definately ascertained
that the wheels could not be placed in the down position the
Pllot: was given instrutctions for a wheels-up landing, Instructions
were to land runway 1l to the East make a normal approach,
ocut mixture, shrottle controls m& switches Just before lmpact,
The pilot was also given the wind speed and direction, The
alrcraft touched down in the first third of the runway and
slid approximately 100 yards to a stop, No one was injured,

Action takeng

Crash truck ambulance, and M,P,'s, were dispatched
fo the scene of the land Deputy C,0, Grp, Ops. and A-89
FLYING CONTROL WERE NOTIF of a moulrnl_ -!)zool-up landing,

il ONHL,.
o S

8 ®
FLYING JONFROL OFFICER,

RESTRICTEW
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HEADQUARTERS
416TH BOUBARDMENT GROUP (L)
Office of the Jommanding Officer

A¥O 1)0, U,8, Amy,

SUBTRCT: Transmittal of AAF Form 14,
T0 t Oomanding Ganaral, 9th Bombardment Division (M), APC 140, U,3, Army,
Tranamitted herewith is AAF Form 1) in quedrupliecate {with inclesures)
covering sireraft eccident of Lt, 0,8, Jordesn in A-26B-15, ACSN )3=22344,
V13 March 19,5,
For the Oommanding Officert g 2
= /
/
0RG scé%'nf—

Qaptif Air Corrs,

M jutant,
&1 Inel = AAF Form 1)) in gquadruplicate (iﬂ,th inclosures)

T

S |

HEADQUARTERS 9TH EOMBARDMENT DIVISION (M), AFO 140, U. S. ARMY, 2 May 1945,

70: Commending Gemeral, Ninth Air Force, APO €96, U. S. Amy,

1, Submitted in compliance with Memorsmum 55-1, Headquarters Ninth Air Force,
dated 5 March 1945.

2. Delay in submission due to return to Group for re-consider-tion,
For the Commanding Generals ‘ (

%.",-_9 'o il e | /I I ‘.'t
A"\. I ".‘- — CC( C[é ")‘b?l\’

13 Zpels: T e C.C. VEGA s/ |,
Incl 1 - Etatement of Pilet (in trip) : LT. COLONEL, A.C.

Incl 2 = Statement of Gunner (in trdf) 4 4 9 :
Incl 3 = Statement of Pessenger (in trip) WAY 43 3 ADJUTANT GENERAL.
Incl 4 = Statement of Crew Chief (in trip), GRS

Incl 5 - Statement of Group Engineering Offjcaz, (&n indp

Inol 6 = Ststement of Squacron Engineeris: .o;gf?"q%un trip)

Inc) 7 = AAF Form 54(in trip) 5

Incl & Statement of Flying Control Officer (in trip)

Incl 9 = Form 1 {in trip) ;

Incl 10~ Form 1A (in trip)

Inel 11~ AAF Form 14 (in trip)
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360,33 2nd Ind, E
HEADOUARTERS, NINTH ATR FORCE, APC 696, US Army, 9 May 195,

T0: Ceommandingd General, AAF, Winston-~alem 1, leorth Carolina., (“ttn: Chief, Fly=-
ine Safety.)

ieport and recommendation of Aireraft Accident Cormittee aprroved,

For the Coymanding Cenerals

11 Tncls: n/e ( 2 cys aa w/d)
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